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THE CHANGING SEASONS 


A Summary of the Nesting Season 


John L. Bull 


HIS SUMMARY MIGHT well be called the 

Summer Season, as nesting activities are not re- 

stricted to the period covered by this report 
(June 1 to Aug. 15). For instance, in the New York 
City area, Great Horned Owls and Horned Larks are 
incubating as early as February, sometimes with snow 
still on the ground. Indeed, the Barn Owl is recorded 
as having eggs and/or young in every month of the 
year. In the northern states, during the height of the 
spring migration in May, many species are occupied 
with nests. During June and July, with the breeding 
cycle in progress, numerous migrants are still north- 
bound and some already southbound. Another aspect 
of the “season” from June through August is pre- 
sented by those species, neither nesting nor migrating 
—the regular summer visitants—such as the shear- 
waters and petrels, and certain post-breeding herons, 
not to mention the irregular visitants reported after 
tropical storms. In fact, all over the immense territory 
covered by these twenty regions are species that might 
be called vagrants, or summering non-breeding birds; 
some are represented by numerous individuals, as 
gulls and shorebirds, others by only one or a few 
individuals, as land birds. 

This summary, therefore, could well be divided 
into three main categories, as follows: (1) nesting, 
(2) migration, and (3) visitants. For example, (1) 
in New York State and southern Ontario, the Ring- 
billed Gull breeds on certain islands in Lakes Erie 
and Ontario; (2) on the south shore of Long Island, 
it arrives as a southbound migrant in numbers by 
early August, and finally (3) along the same coast, 
it is to be found summering in lesser numbers, 300 
miles from its nearest nesting areas. However, utiliz- 
ing this system would require unlimited space and 
needless repetition. 

If observers, and the regional compilers as well, 
would take cognizance of these phenomena, much con- 
fusion could be avoided. I have in mind certain in- 
stances where a number of species are presumed to be 
breeding, when in fact no definite evidence is pre- 
sented. Singing males, individuals seen during the 
“nesting” season and the like, are not proof of nest- 
ing. Only nests, eggs, or in most cases flightless young 
being fed, determine whether or not a species is 
breeding. This applies particularly to those birds that 
are out of their “normal” nesting range or at the 
periphery of the known nesting range. Special effort 
should be made to determine whether certain species 
are actually breeding or merely summering, if we are 
to arrive at an accurate picture of breeding distribu- 
tion. Fortunately, many of the editors are aware of 
this and continually turn in superlative summaries. 
This is important as the reader will then be aware of 
the changes that take place everywhere each season. 
Audubon Field Notes is the only publication where 
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one can readily find an overall summary of trends 
occurring from year to year and the fluctuations in 
birdlife. 

The weather over much of the eastern half of 
Canada and the United States was conceded to be the 
coolest, if not the wettest, in many years. Most of the 
western half was reported as dry and hot. The indi- 
vidual reports should be read to ascertain the successes 
and failures of nesting and how they were affected by 
weather. Single versus double-broodedness in warblers 
and Tree Swallows is mentioned in the Northeastern 
Maritime report, and for the status on the so-called 
“disaster’’ species, the various regional accounts con- 
tain much of interest. 

Loons and Grebes.—Most unusual was an Arctic 
Loon in full breeding plumage on the south Texas 
coast in late June; also several summering on the 
coast of California. Good concentrations of nesting 
grebes were: 28 nests of the Eared Grebe at Reardan, 
Wash. and 50 nesting pairs of Western Grebes with 
young at the Des Lacs Refuge in North Dakota. Also 
unusual was a single individual of the latter species 
on a lake in western Texas. 

Shearwaters and Petrels—Notable are an Audu- 
bon’s Shearwater and 5 Wilson's Petrels off the east 
coast of Florida, one of the latter collected for the 
first state specimen. A pelagic trip off southern Cali- 
fornia in late August resulted in a really noteworthy 
concentration of over 200 Manx Shearwaters, also 20 
Black Petrels and 50 Ashy Petrels. 

Pelicans to Frigate-birds—The White Pelican gen- 
erally enjoyed a successful nesting season; about 530 
pairs on the lower Texas coast, the only known breed- 
ing colony in the state, and some 12,000 on Malheur 
Lake in Oregon. Non-breeding birds were reported at 
the following localities in July: cne (dead) in On- 
tario, 4 in South Dakota, one on the Mississippi 
coast and 45 on the Alabama coast; from 10 to 15 
summered in the Davenport, Iowa area. The Brown 
Pelican, however, did not fare as well, with the ex- 
ception of a colony near Charleston, S. C. with at 
least 1500, including many young. The fate of two 
other colonies, one at the Cape Romain Refuge, S. C.. 
the other near Ocracoke, N. C. remained in doubt as 
high tides washed away many nests. On the coast of 
Louisiana, only 200 pairs nested this year at one lo- 
cality, instead of the “thousands” usually present— 
immediate causes not known. A Blue-faced Bcoby 
picked up exhausted at the end of the period is new 
to Alabama. The Brown Booby that was first re- 
ported on a lake in Arizona in September 1958 is stil! 
there! A good concentration of Double-crested Cor- 
morants in South Waubay Lake, S. Dak. contained 
1050 nests with at least 480 young. Magnificent 
Frigate-birds were reported widespread and in larger 
numbers than usual; one was photographed on Cape 
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d, Mass. on June 18 and possibly the same bird 
as seen at Deer Isle, Me. on July 3. A late June 
1m on the Texas coast produced 33 between Rock- 
rt and Port Aransas and in the area near Alice, 50 
les inland, at least 8 individuals were noted in 
veral places. Finally, and most unusual, was a group 

over 300 roosting near Cedar Key on the Gulf 
sast of northern Florida. 

Herons.—So many reports are at hand that only 
the outstanding colonies, range extension and vagrants 
an be listed: Great White Heron, one in extreme 
northwest Florida during the latter half of June is 
indeed unusual; Great Blue Heron, 800 pairs nested 
near Port Clinton, Ohio, an increase of about 200 
pairs over 1959, and 500 nests in Rice County, Minn.; 
Cattle Egret, increasing and spreading each year, 
found outside the known breeding range in New 
York, Ontario, Ohio, and in Mississippi. In the latter 
state, this species probably will be found nesting in 
the near future. The following nestings are note- 
worthy: over 55 nests at Mills Island, Md. and about 
100 individuals near Charleston, S. C.; Reddish Egret, 
5 nests on the coast of Louisiana, the second time they 
have bred in that state; Louisiana Heron, 120 nests 
near Wachapreague, Va.; Black-crowned Night Heron, 
several hundred nested on Nantucket and at least 425 
pairs on Martha’s Vineyard, Mass. and 1000 nests at 
the Lower Souris Refuge in North Dakota. 

Ibises and Spoonbills —Wood Ibis did well on the 
Texas coast, but as will be noted in Webster's excel- 
lent summary, this species is an irregular summer 
visitor, many birds remaining throughout the season 
without nesting, such as 500 at the Santa Ana Refuge. 
In late July about 100 with several young were found 
near Beaumont. In other Texas rookeries, however, 
ibises and herons suffered from predaticn. This was 
attributed to Boat-tailed Grackles in one colony, and 
indirectly to nutria in another. White Ibis succeeded 
at two rookeries in Alabama and Mississippi, with 
75 young reported at one, and “hundreds” at an- 
other. This species also showed up as vagrant indi- 
viduals far inland, where they are very rarely re- 
ported, as in North Carolina, Tennessee and Okla- 
homa. A White-faced Ibis, very rare in Florida, was 
photographed at Flamingo in mid-June. The Roseate 
Spoonbill still flourishes at the Vingt'un Islands, 
Texas area with about the same number of pairs as 
last year; 600 with at least 1100 young were found 
plus another 800 non-breeding adults. Seven at Tulsa, 
Okla. were noteworthy. 

Swans, Geese and Ducks.—The Trumpeter Swan 
nested in four areas, but not very successfully. Ap- 
parently very few young were raised. The four areas 
were located in Montana, Wyoming, Nevada and 
Oregon. Over 70 Canada Goose nests in the Lower 
Souris Refuge, N. Dak. had an 85 per cent hatching 
success. The breeding duck population had mixed 
fortune throughout. The various reports should be 
read for details. Several species of ‘western’ ducks 
continue to spread eastward and southward and nested 
again along the eastern seaboard. These are Gadwall, 
Shoveler, Green-winged Teal and Ruddy Duck, the 
teal nesting for the first time in several localities. So 
many reports are at hand, that only the outstanding 





concentrations and rarities will be mentioned here. 
A female Pintail with young may be a new breeding 
species for Nova Scotia. Blue-winged Teal, Ring- 
necked Duck and Common Eider had a good season 
in Maine and the maritime provinces. A drake Bar- 
row'’s Goldeneye on Prince Edward Island in mid-July 
is outstanding. From one to four King Eiders sum- 
mered on the south shore of Long Island, at least one 
of them being badly oiled. Unusual was a pair of 
European Widgeon at Bombay Hook Refuge, Del. in 
late June and July; also summering were Redhead, 
Ring-necked Duck and most extraordinary a male 
Common Eider in eclipse plumage, the latter at Brig- 
antine Refuge, N. J. The other two species were 
noted at Lake Ontelaunee in Pennsylvania. Green- 
winged Teal nested for the first time on Long Island 
and in New Jersey and Gadwall in South Carolina. 
Surf Scoter was found for the first time as a breeding 
bird in Ontario. Most unusual was a Harlequin Duck 
reported in Alberta in late June. The most encourag- 
ing news comes from the Bear River Marshes in 
Utah where Dr. Scott reports a spectacular increase 
of Redheads, no fewer than 28,000 in mid-July. By 
mid-August there were 157,000 Pintails there. The 
first nest of Cinnamon Teal on Vancouver Island, 
B. C. was a westward range extension. Arnold Small 
reports that the Fulvous Tree Duck “is approaching 
the critical status in California, due primarily to 
depletion of nesting habitat.” 

Hawks.—There was a large migration of Swallow- 
tailed Kites at Lake Okeechobee on Aug. 2, when 
more than 50 were observed, and appropriately 
enough in southern Mississippi, two groups of 12 
and 20 Mississippi Kites were seen at different lo- 
calities. The White-tailed Kite, however, did poorly 
in California, several nests being abandoned in the 
southern portion and another in San Benito County. 
Only two reported nests succeeded, one in Sacra- 
mento County, the other at the Laguna Atascosa 
Refuge in Texas. For eagle and hawk nests robbed 
by egg collectors, see the Middle Pacific Coast Region. 
Another season of successful nesting of Red-tailed 
Hawks in Saskatchewan is good news, and no fewer 
than 46 young were banded in 22 nests. At Welder, 
Tex. an increase was noted in breeding Harris’) Hawks 
and several nests of White-tailed Hawks were found. 
Also notable was the nest of a Zone-tailed Hawk in 
Arizona. 

Chachalacas and Quail—No fewer than 60 nests of 
Chachalaca were found at the Santa Ana Refuge, 
Texas. The isolated and little known population of 
Mountain Quail on Vancouver Island, B. C. raised at 
least three broods of young. 

Cranes and Coots ——Webster reports “Two Whoop- 
ing Cranes spent the summer on Matagorda Island, 
about five miles from the Aransas Refuge, Texas. 
They did not nest.” A group of 200 nesting Sandhill 
Cranes at Ruby Lakes in central Nevada is impressive. 
Coots enjoyed a banner nesting season at Brigantine 
Refuge, N. J., where no fewer than 350 young were 
estimated in late July. This represents an enormous 
increase over previous years. Although this species 
frequently summers from Alabama to Texas, it seldom 
nests there. Sixty spent the summer in the marshes of 
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Mobile Bay, Ala., but no evidence of breeding was 
obtained. Near Avery Island, La., one out of three 
young was collected to furnish the second nesting for 
that state. Several young also were noted in Dallas, 
Tex. where the species seldom nests. 

Shorebirds.—So many reports of this group are be- 
fore me that only the really outstanding records can 
be included. Am. Oystercatcher—a pair nested on Long 
Island, N. Y. for the second time. An individual col- 
lected in Ontario in July may be a first record. It is 
accidental anywhere inland. Even more remarkable 
is the second report of the Wandering Tattler, also 
seen in Ontario in mid-July. It is to be hoped that 
at least color photographs were taken to substantiate 
this extraordinary find. It is not known whether the 
first bird was collected. A flock of 22 Long-billed Cur- 
lews at Scenic, S. Dak. is outstanding. The Upland 
Plover, greatly decreased for many years over much 
of its eastern breeding range, showed up at Norfolk, 
Va. in late summer, flocks up to 30 being reported. 
The Spotted Sandpiper nested for the first time in 
South Carolina, where a pair was discovered with 
downy young. Those two Old World wanderers, the 
Ruff and Curlew Sandpiper, are now reported an- 
nually along the north Atlantic Coast but still add 
zest when seen. No less than 5 of the former were 
reported this summer in New England, 3 in Maine, 
1 in New Hampshire and 1 in Rhode Island, and 2 of 
the latter species were seen in New Jersey at the 
Brigantine Refuge. At this same Refuge, no less than 
10,000 Short-billed Dowitchers were estimated on 
July 9. Both godwits were seen in numbers also. 


Near Lanark, Fla., 25 Marbled Godwits were noted 
in late July, perhaps a summering group. A flock of 


{0 Hudsonian Godwits, greatly increased in recent 
years, was observed on outer Cape Cod, Mass. on 
July 29. As the known nesting ground of this species 
is quite restricted (Mackenzie southeast to Manitoba), 
the discovery of a nesting pair with a downy chick 
on the tundra of southern Alaska was really out- 
standing, and possibly represents the first nesting for 
this state. The species is very rarely reported here at 
any time. Two Am. Avocets at Brigantine Refuge, N. J. 
on June 11 are unusual. Black-necked Stilts had a 
good season in North and South Carolina, with nest- 
ing success in both states, also a fine concentration 
of 116 near Lake Okeechobee, Fla. Large flocks of 
phalaropes were reported in the west. Several thou- 
sand Red Phalaropes were seen on Santa Cruz Island, 
Calif. in late August, and more than 2500 Northern 
Phalaropes on salt ponds at Upper Newport Bay. 
Calif. in early August. Farther north along the same 
coast were 1000 Northern and 500 Wilson's Phala- 
ropes at Moss Landing, Calif. in early July. Notable, 
also were “thousands” of Northerns on Great Salt 
Lake, Utah in mid-August. The most abundant shore- 
bird reported at Snake Creek Refuge in North Dakota 
was Wilson's Phalarope; more than 200 were ob- 
served there this past summer. To get an idea of the 
variety and numbers of summering, non-breeding 
shorebirds on the Texas Gulf Coast, the reader should 
peruse Webster's well-documented summary. 

Jaegers, Gulls and Terns.—There is space only for 
outstanding records. For full reports of nesting suc- 
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cesses and failures, the individual reports must 
examined. Little is known concerning the mid-sumn 
occurrence of jaegers off the Atlantic and Gulf coas 
but this year several immatures, mostly unidentifie | 
were reported off Long Island, and Dr. Stevens: ; 
mentions a Parasitic Jaeger seen off the Florida Gi 
coast in July. Like the Ruff and Curlew Sandpipe-;, 
two Old World gulls, the Little and Black-heade J 
now are seen each year in the Northeast. This pas 
summer, both species were reported on the coast 
Massachusetts in June, and one of each, and also z 
Little Gull, in Ontario in mid-August. Although nest- 
ing regularly to the south in New Jersey and to the 
north in Massachusetts, the Laughing Gull nested on 
Long Island this year for the first time since the 
1880's. Two nests with eggs were found at the 
Jamaica Bay Refuge, but unfortunately they were 
deserted because of unknown causes. The Sandwich 
Tern, formerly nesting in Florida, and regular as a 
summering bird on the west coast of that state, has 
in recent years been found to be regular and locally 
common on the east coast, 35 being seen in the 
Miami area in mid-August. Bridled Terns, always 
unusual along the coasts of the United States, were seen 
off Cocoa, Fla., 1 in July and 2 in August, and an- 
other in the Gulf off Alabama. Also noteworthy was 
an oiled Noddy Tern found at Palm Beach, Fla. in 
early July. Even more unusual were 2 observed at 
Port Aransas, Tex. in mid-June. The Aleutian Tern, 
seen by relatively few ornithologists, and limited in 
area to extreme eastern Siberia and northwestern 
Alaska, was reported on Aug. 17 in Cook Inlet, 
Alaska by Mr. & Mrs. Smith who were so fortunate 
as to find 13 individuals, all immatures. One or two 
probable White-winged Black Terns were reported 
from the Massachusetts coast. It would be well either 
to collect or photograph such a species, as the only 
definite report in North America (Wisconsin) was 
made many years ago. It is considered local as a 
breeding bird even in Europe and Asia. 

Pigeons, Doves and Cuckoos.—A White-winged 
Dove, possibly an escape, was seen well at Brigantine 
Refuge, N. J. this summer, date not given. Red-billed 
Pigeons increased this year as nesting birds at the 
Santa Ana Refuge in Texas. In fact they were esti- 
mated as three times more numerous over 1959, no 
fewer than 70 being counted. Both Yellow-billed and 
Black-billed Cuckoos, particularly the former, were 
found to have had an excellent nesting season by 
nearly all observers. 

Owls.—A most phenomenal banding program was 
undertaken this season in Saskatchewan, where there 
were extraordinary numbers of certain owls. I believe 
that all readers will agree that much hard work, per- 
severance and patience, not to mention nerve, was 
necessary to place bands on all these individuals. Just 
locating the nests is quite a task in itself. Dr. Stuart 
Houston is to be congratulated for accomplishing the 
following: Great Horned Owl, 150 banded in 66 
nests; Long-eared Owl, 74 banded in 19 nests; Short- 
eared Owl, 68 banded in 20 nests. Most observers 
could not find this many owl nests in a lifetime. Also 
notable was the banding of 33 Barn Owls in 5 nests 
in Ohio. The Long-eared Owl, accidental in Alaska. 
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| well beyond the limits of its known range (Mac- 

azie and British Columbia) was seen in the Cohoe 

-a in August. For a probable range extension of the 
f Owl, see Gale Monson’s remarks in the Southwest 
nezion. 

Nighthawks, Swifts and Hummingbirds —One of 
ie few nests of the Bahaman race of the Common 
Nighthawk (C.m.vicinus) was discovered on_ the 
wer Florida Keys with young raised. The local and 
seldom observed Black Swift was found this past sum- 
er in several localities in British Columbia, with as 
nany as 20 seen in one place, and a pair suspected of 
breeding in western Colorado. The known nesting 
range of the Broad-tailed Hummingbird in Texas is 
confined to the mountains in the western part of the 
state, but this year a nest was discovered considerably 
to the east. 

W’oodpeckers—The Red-headed Woodpecker was 
reported to have increased substantially in the Mid- 

west, particularly in Michigan, Indiana and Iowa, 
and has replaced the Red-bellied Woodpecker as the 
commonest woodpecker in certain areas of Texas. 
The second-known nest of the Black-backed Three- 
toed Woodpecker in Nova Scotia was found this 
summer. 

Flycatchers—Two extralimital records of the Scis- 
sor-tailed Flycatcher are at hand; one in Massachusetts 
in late June, the other in North Dakota in mid-July, 
the latter very likely a first state record. The second 
nest of the Vermilion Flycatcher in Oklahoma was 
found in June and is over 300 miles northeast of its 
nesting range in Texas. Traill’s Flycatcher continues 
its spread southward in the East, nesting in West 
Virginia and Tennessee. Two wandering Ash-throated 
Flycatchers were noted out of their range, one in 
northeastern Washington, the other in western Mon- 
tana, both in mid-August. 

Swallows and Corvids—The Cliff Swallow, now 
scarce in many localities in the East, was found to be 
reestablished in two localities in Ohio, both small 
colonies, and one after an absence of 17 years. In 
the southern states, increases were noted in Tennes- 
see, Alabama and Arkansas with several new sites 
reported. In the West, however, it is still abundant 
locally. Three large colonies in British Columbia con- 
sisted of 516, 360 and 192 birds. The Scrub Jay now 
breeds near Austin, Tex. and is the eastern-most nest- 
ing record in the state. The Mexican Crow (Corvus 
imparatus), tanging south to San Luis Potosi and 
Colima but not yet reported from the United States, 
was found just a few miles south of the Rio Grande 
below Brownsville. The Black-billed Magpie nest 
found in West Virginia was probably that of an es- 
caped bird. However, in recent years magpies have 
been reported too frequently in the East for all to be 
escapes. This species is a notorious wanderer. 

Titmice to Mockinghirds—The Tufted Titmouse 
nested on Long Island for the first time in over a 
century. It was found breeding in Oyster Bay and 
Brentwood. This is just one of many austral species 
that has been steadily pushing northward and east- 
ward in recent years. The Mockingbird, too, is spread- 
ing rapidly in the Northeast; this year's breeding 
range extension was noted in both eastern and western 


Massachusetts, Connecticut, southeastern New York 
and to Wheeling, W. Va. 

Gnatcatchers and W axwings.—The Blue-gray Gnat- 
catcher also has increased and is continually spread- 
ing. It has become established and locally common 
as a nesting bird in northern New Jersey and to a 
lesser extent in southwestern Connecticut and south- 
eastern New York (but not on Long Island, where 
it has not nested to date). One of the most abundant 
summer residents this year in southern Alaska was 
the Bohemian Waxwing, with many nestings reported. 

Starlings.—This aggressive species was reported to 
have further increased along the coasts of British 
Columbia, California and Texas and is now established 
in all the states; in Canada’s southern provinces. 

Vireos and Warblers —The Yellow-green Vireo is 
a very rare bird in southern Texas, but in early July 
one was identified at Austin, near the central portion 
of the state. A fine piece of field work resulted in the 
discovery of 9 Parula Warbler nests in Tucker Coun- 
ty, W. Va. This species also extended its range in 
Florida south about 80 miles. The first nests in Ala- 
bama for the Black-throated Green and Cerulean War- 
blers were found this past summer, although both 
species have been recorded as breeding in the state. 
The latter species is now a regular, but local breeder 
in northern New Jersey. 

Icterids—Very unusual was the finding of 3 nests 
of the Orchard Oriole in one sycamore tree in centfal 
New Jersey. Hooded and Lichtenstein’s Orioles were 
found nesting in extreme southern Texas. A Scott's 
Oriole was identified in western Colorado in early 
June and represents the first record for that state. 
The Bronzed Cowbird has extended its range in Texas 
north to Austin, where several were seen and one 
collected in July. 

Finches—The Blue Grosbeak, recently found 
breeding locally as far north as southwestern New 
Jersey, nested successfully for the third year in a row 
in Somerset County in the central portion of the state. 
The Evening Grosbeak has virtually reached the At- 
lantic Coast as a nesting species and this summer 
further increased and spread in New Brunswick. Per- 
haps the most remarkable record of the entire summer 
was an individual of this species reported at a feeding 
station in Gadsden, Ala. in mid-July! The Purple 
Finch is spreading southward as a nesting bird in 
western Pennsylvania, West Virginia and Ohio. The 
introduced House Finch in the New York City area 
is now abundant on western Long Island, breeds com- 
monly in southwestern Connecticut, and for the first 
time nested in northern New Jersey. For a remarkable 
irruption of Lark Buntings this summer, see Mr. 
Krause’s detailed report on the Northern Great Plains 
Region. They were reported widespread and super- 
abundant (10,000 to 15,000) at Snake Creek Refuge, 
N. Dak. and in numbers also in South Dakota and 
Saskatchewan. A Clay-colored Sparrow collected in 
eastern Washington in early June is the first record 
for that state. A new breeding species for Manitoba 
was the Field Sparrow; the nest and eggs were lo- 
cated in late June. The Chestnut-collared Longspur 
has spread northward in Saskatchewan; a new nesting 
colony was found this summer at Saskatoon. 
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June 1 to August 15, 1960 


NORTHEASTERN MARITIME REGION—Are 
the northeastern-nesting warblers universally single- 
brooded? Are some of them double-brooded ? Do some 
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of these warblers give the impression of being double- 
brooded through late nestings after previous nesting- 
failure? Whatever the answers may be to these ques- 
tions, it is an encouraging commentary on current 
bird-study in the Region that observers are asking such 
questions and are taking a greater interest in the nest- 
ing of landbirds than has prevailed during the last 
25 years. The question of whether or not some of the 
northeastern warblers may be double-brooded was 
raised in a letter, dated August 18, 1960, from Fred- 
erick V. Hebard, summering at Camden, Me. Mr. 
Hebard wrote: “Last winter, Dr. Robert A. Mc- 
Arthur spoke on warblers on Mt. Desert Island and 
northern Maine, before the Delaware Valley Ornitho- 
logical Club. He had no evidence of double-brooded 
warblers in that area. James Bond concurred in this. 
I said I believed that, in the Penobscot Bay area, all 
warblers (with the possible exception of the Myrtle) 
were single-brooded. Joe Cadbury said he was sure 
that at Hog Island, in Muscongus Bay, Me., a number 
of warblers were double-brooded.’”’ Mr. Hebard’s letter 
then presented the following possible evidence of 
double-broodedness in 1960, “as far as can be ascer- 
tained without tagging nests and banding individual 
birds, as to Parula, Magnolia, Black-throated Green, 
Chestnut-sided Warblers, Yellowthroats, and Ameri- 
can Redstarts: Parula: at Camden, Me., a cowbird was 
seen to enter a nest 40 feet up in a red spruce, July 
15; the cowbird was attacked by both warblers; Mag- 
nolia: young just out of the nest, Beach Island, Pe- 
nobscot Bay, Aug. 17; Black-throated Green: young 
just out of nest, Beach Island, Aug. 17; Chestnut- 
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sided: at Camden, Me., Aug. 15, a parent seen feed- 
ing a young bird; (Mr. Hebard subsequently reported 
a female Chestnut-side feeding a young cowbird, at 
Rockland, Me., Aug. 20); Yellowthroat: young just 
out of the nest, Camden, Me., Aug. 1; Am. Redstart: 
usually all young have left nest, and singing stops, by 
July 10; this year singing continued through July.” 
In connection with the above observations, on Aug. 
13, at Christmas Cove, Lincoln Co., Me., Bagg saw 
a young cowbird being fed by a Parula Warbler, 
while a Yellow Warbler was feeding another young 
cowbird. In New Brunswick, David Christie saw an 
adult male Yellowthroat with 2 very young birds, 
Aug. 10, at Fundy Park, Albert Co. In Warren, 
Me. on August 6, a male Yellowthroat was feeding 
2 young birds, according to the Mane Field Observer, 
which also states that on Aug. 23, on Monhegan 
Island, a pair of Parula Warblers was seen feeding 
3 young, and that the Magnolia Warbler was re- 
ported as nesting throughout August at St. George, 
Me. In a letter dated August 24, 1960, B. Bartram 
Cadbury, Director of the Audubon Camp of Maine, 
at Medomak, wrote: “I discussed [the matter of 
warbler nestings} with Joe Cadbury, and we are in 
agreement that double-broodedness occurs frequently 
among warblers that nest in this area. Although we 
have not done any specific tagging, there has been 
so much activity on the part of adults feeding young 
up into late August that it seems impossible that 
these would all be re-nestings after the loss of the 
first brood. We have had Parulas, Black-throated 
Greens, Am. Redstarts, and Yellowthroats with young 
newly fledged as late as Aug. 15. We have also had 
Parula, Yellowthroat, and Black-throated Green nests 
under observation well into August. I do not know 
how significant singing is in relation to late nesting, 
for we quite often get fragmentary singing even 
among birds that are obviously migrants.’ Writing 
also on Aug. 24, Christopher Packard points out that 
Ralph Palmer, in his ‘Maine Birds,’ suggests single- 
broodedness in Maine-nesting warblers, but qualifies 
this with “probably one brood’ in the cases of 13 
warbler species, and says of the Black-throated Green 
Warbler: “possibly two broods sometimes are raised 
in a season.” Packard's feeling is that there simply 
are not enough precise data on the subject for one 
to be completely certain either way. He adds, however, 
“I think that several species [of warblers} may be 
found to be double-brooded in Maine.” Finally, we 
are indebted to Mrs. M. Stuart Roesler for the fol- 
lowing comments on single ws. double broods in 
northeastern wood warblers: “To my knowledge, and 
according to references (including Bent) which I 
have consulted, with the exception of the Yellow- 
throat, which is known to be double-brooded at times, 
the northeastern wood warblers are single-brooded.” 





feed- 
orted 
d, at 
, just 
Slart: 
Ss, by 
uly.” 
Aug. 
. Saw 
rbler, 
oung 
Ww an 
birds, 
arren, 
eding 
erver, 
hegan 
eding 
is re- 
-Oorge, 
rtram 
{aine, 
er of 
ire in 
iently 
h we 
been 
young 
that 
f the 
roated 
young 
O had 
nests 
know 
sting, 
even 
riting 
it that 
single- 
alifies 
of 13 
Green 
raised 
simply 
yr one 
wever, 
ay be 
ly, we 
ie fol- 
yds in 
e, and 
ich I 
ellow- 
times, 
oded.”’ 


e goes on to point out that, from the time of the 
vale warbler’s arrival on nesting territory to the 
Jsing to independence of the first brood would 
avolve approximately 52 days, meaning that the 
ale would not be free to undertake raising a 
cond brood until sometime in the second week 
July; the raising of the second brood, thereafter, 
ould involve a period extending up to about the 
first of September—'‘and she must go through moult 
as well before starting southward.’ Mrs. Roesler con- 
cludes: “I still cannot help but feel that what we 
see and think of as second broods are just results of 
something happening to first nesting attempts. I do 
not, to the best of my knowledge, think the warblers 
ever use the same nest if the eggs are removed. The 
female will desert and start all over again. If, as soon 
as the young were out of the nest, the female turned 
them over to the male to rear, and started in again 
herself to raise a second brood, she could squeeze 
in two broods in a season, but I have never seen or 
heard of any of the northeastern warblers (except for 
the Yellowthroat) doing this.” We have presented 
this subject at length, not only because it indicates a 
field for future investigation on a patient, persistent, 
and scientific plane, but also because of the implica- 
tion that, if an appreciable number of young warblers 
(and young warbler-raised cowbirds) were just out 
of the nest in mid-August, in Maine, there may have 
been a high incidence of nesting failure in first at- 
tempts this summer. As a final word on double- 
broodedness in northeastern warblers, we would point 
out that the burden of proof is on those who believe 
such occurs. 

Double-brooded Tree Swallows.—In connection 
with the subject discussed above, the following re- 
port from W. Austin Squires, of the New Brunswick 
Museum, is of interest: “Mr. H. E. MacDonald, of 
St. Stephen, N. B., reports what he is satisfied is a 
second nesting of a pair of Tree Swallows. He took 
special note of the pair, as the female had brighter 
plumage than the male. The pair were carrying nest- 
ing material first on April 20th. There were young 
in the nest on June 8th, and they left on the 22nd 
or 23rd. On June 25th the same pair were carrying 
new nesting material to the same bird house; on July 
22nd they were carrying food, and on Aug. 6th the 
second brood left the nest. This is of special interest 
as most authorities report that only one brood is raised 
each year.” 

Sharp-tailed Sparrow.—In writing that the numbers 
of this species are sharply reduced in Shelburne 
County, N. S., this year, Dr. Harrison F. Lewis 
states: “In the small salt marsh on my property, 
where there are usually one or two nesting pairs of 
these sparrows, I have neither seen nor heard any 
this summer.” In the Maine Field Naturalist 
(16:66-67) for July, 1960, Robert Woodruff re- 
ported the finding, on Aug. 1, 1959, of 4 (Acadian) 
Sharp-tailed Sparrows “in Lower Maguerrewock, a 
fresh-water marsh on the Moosehorn National Wild- 
life Refuge,” near Calais, Me. Mr. Woodruff §re- 
marked: ‘Thus it would appear that, if nesting did 
occur here, this would be the first inland record for 
Maine and the most southerly inland breeding for this 


sub-species."” Writing on July 27, 1960, Richard L. 
Ferren reported: ‘On July 26, Miss Gail Freese and 
I went canoeing into a natural and rather extensive 
meadow along the Passadumkeag River, a branch of 
the Penobscot, one-half mile east of Hathaway's 
Bridge in Passadumkeag, Penobscot Co., Me. This 
meadow resembles very closely some of the coastal salt 
marshes; the grass is similar in height and texture to 
the Spartina alterniflora of these marshes. I was not 
surprised, then, to find about 15 pairs of Sharp-tailed 
Sparrows on territory. Palmer refers only to salt-water 
habitat for this bird in Maine. It is fairly well known 
that this sparrow breeds only in the coastal salt 
marshes south of Maine. Squires (““The Birds of New 
Brunswick,” 1952, and én /itt.) mentions inland sta- 
tions in New Brunswick where this bird has been 
found in the breeding season. It seems unusual that 
this bird has never been found, before Woodruff's 
1959 discovery, in fresh-water marshes in Maine, and 
suggests that it may be annexing more inland areas 
farther south in Maine.” 

Erskine reported that he first noted Sharp-tailed 
Sparrows in 1960 on June 9, when he found eight 
birds where none was seen by J. S. Erskine, June 5, 
in Kings County, Nova Scotia, in a habitat involving 
“brackish (not salt) marsh.’ 

Tennessee Warbler—Writing from Shelburne 
County, N. S., Dr. Lewis said: “In the previous eight 
summers of my domicile here, I have not known this 
species to summer in this area. In the present summer 
they have been moderately common here and have 
presumably nested. On July 6, while making a 
9-mile bicycle ride, I heard 7 singing Tennessee 
Warblers.” Writing also from the Maritimes, Dr. 
Anthony J. Erskine spoke of the Tennessee Warbler 
as “more common than I have noted before any- 
where’; he mentions a count of 16 individuals, July 2, 
in the Stewiacke and Shubenacadie valleys, Nova 
Scotia. In Maine, this warbler was recorded as far 
southwest as Lincolnville, Waldo Co., July 9 (Mer- 
rill), and Allen Island, Knox Co., June 21 (Cadbury). 

Eastern Bluebird.—In response to a news release, 
sent out by Mrs. Emery, requesting information on 
this species, reports of nesting birds were received 
from 14 places in Massachusetts, from Concord, N. H., 
and from Shapleigh, Bradford, Athens, and Biddeford, 
Me. In addition, bluebirds were reported from 18 
other places in Maine; but Packard points out that 
the reports reflect the scarcity of the species. More 
than a few New England observers can count on 
the fingers of one hand the number of bluebirds 
they have seen in 1960. In eastern Massachusetts, one 
pair of bluebirds succeeded in raising 8 young—with 
the help of the property owner, who shot 3 inter- 
fering House Wrens! 

Scarcities—In the cases of several species, the 
overall picture of population status is difficult to 
assess, because of sharply divergent local opinions. 
For example, at Hog Island, Medomak, Me., Cadbury 
included the Slate-colored Junco (along with the 
Osprey, Tree Swallow, Swainson’s Thrush, and Her- 
mit Thrush) among the species that seemed ex- 
tremely low in 1960. In New Brunswick, however, 
David Christie reported: “Normal numbers [of 
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juncos} inland, but it may be more common near 
the Fundy coast; I found many in Fundy Park, Aug. 
10-12, and William Astle finds it very plentiful at 
Cape Spencer, St. John Co. where juncos are about 
85 per cent of the birds he is banding.” Again, at 
Medomak, Me., Cadbury found Traill’s Flycatcher to 
be lower than normal in nesting abundance; yet at 
Stonington, on Deer Isle, Me., Margaret Hundley 
considered this flycatcher as unusually plentiful this 
summer. Both Christie and Erskine in New Bruns- 
wick, and Cadbury in Maine, agreed that the Myrtle 
Warbler was, in varying degrees, below normal in 
abundance. Divergence of opinion again appeared 
in reproduction of Robins; in Shelburne County, N. S., 
Dr. Lewis said that reproduction of this species was 
very poor this year, though later nestings appear 10 
have been more successful than the first ones; on the 
other hand, Dr. Erskine felt that, while the Robin may 
have been somewhat scarce this spring, it apparently 
had a successful breeding season in various parts of 
the Maritimes. 

Grebes—A_ Red-necked Grebe, in full breeding 
plumage, was seen in Muscongus Bay, Me., July 12 
(Aud. Camp of Me.). Young Pied-billed Grebes 
were found at Plum Island, Mass., June 12. At Am- 
herst Point Sanctuary, N. S., on June 14, Erskine 
found 2 adult Pied-bills on nests, an adult with 1 
young, and 2 other adults, while on July 6, at 
Amherst Point, he found 2 adults and 2 small young: 
on July 13, at Black Pond Sanctuary, Prince Edward 
Island, he found 2 adults and 6 young. 

Shearwaters, Petrels, etc—Only a few Greater 
Shearwaters were reported, and 3 or 4 Sooty Shear- 
waters were seen off Provincetown and Chatham, 
Mass., in July. Off the Massachusetts coast, Wilson's 
Petrels were seen in small numbers until the end 
of July, when hundreds were noted at sea off Glou- 
cester and at Monomoy Point. An immature Magnif- 
icent Frigate-bird was photographed, June 18, at 
Stage Harbor, Chatham, Mass., by Harry Drew; an- 
other frigate-bird was well observed at Deer Isle, Me.. 
July 3, by H. Lewis, J. Walsh, B. Leadbetter, and 
M. and P. Venno. 

Cormorants.—Erskine reported there was varying 
breeding success in colonies of Great Cormorants in 
Prince Edward Island and Nova Scotia, depending to 
a large extent on the degree of human disturbance; 
one colony, containing 62 empty nests on July 13, evi- 
dently had been raided or otherwise disturbed so 
drastically as to induce desertion en masse. 

Herons.—Erskine called the Great Blue Heron 
“almost ubiquitous” in parts of the Maritime Prov- 
inces, where he found this heron particularly numer- 
ous around Bras D'Or Lakes, Cape Breton, at the 
heronry on Rustico Island, Prince Edward Island 
National Park, and along the north shore of Neva 
Scotia, where his aggregate count at 9 localities on 
Aug. 5 was 79 birds. The Great Blue Heron seemed 
similarly ubiquitous along parts, at least, of the Maine 
coast; on July 6, Hebard found at least 22 occupied 
nests at the north end of Islesboro, Me. During 
June 11-30, a Louisiana Heron was with the 5 
Snowy Egrets which were at Rye Harbor, N. H.. 
throughout the rest of June and July (C. H. S. Mer- 
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rill). A Snowy Egret was at Bremen, Me., Aug. 
(Aud. Camp of Me.). Five Little Blue Herons we-e 
at Tiverton, R. I. in July, and individuals were found 
during July and August in such Massachusetts areas 
as Wellfleet Bay Sanctuary, Monomoy, Plum Island, 
W. Newbury, and S. Hingham; another was at 
Monhegan Island, Me., Aug. 8-16 (Farrell). In 
Massachusetts, Common Egrets increased to counts, 
Aug. 5, of 17 at Lynnfield, 10 at Canton, and 6 at 
Plum Island; one was seen at Wells, Me., July 27. 
Erskine found a Green Heron, June 11, at Micmac 
Brook, 4 miles northwest of Digby, N. S. In Maine, 
Hebard recorded the Green Heron on Matinicus, July 
13, and at Thomaston, Aug. 14; several other Maine 
records included an adult with a young bird at War- 
ren, July 15. John Dennis reported that the Black- 
crowned Night Heron seemed to be enjoying great 
success on Nantucket, where he speaks of “two 
large colonies with several hundred birds in each” 
and also sporadic nesting sites of a few pairs in many 
places; nesting success at these colonies appeared to 
be excellent. This success of the Black-crowned Night 
Heron on Nantucket was matched, apparently, on 
adjacent Martha’s Vineyard, where 425 pairs nested 
at Lobsterville. A Yellow-crowned Night Heron was 
at Bremen, Me., July 9, and one was at Plum Island, 
Mass., Aug. 7. 

Ducks.—In the Maritime Provinces, Erskine called 
the breeding success of the Black Duck “fair to good.” 
At Amherst Point Sanctuary, N. S., July 6, Erskine 
found a female Pintail with a brood of 6. He also 
found broods of Green-winged Teal in the area of the 
border of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, in Cape 
Breton, and on Prince Edward Island. In Maine, a 
female Green-winged Teal with 5 young was seen 
at Medomak in June (Cadbury). In the Maritimes, 
Erskine found broods of Blue-winged Teal in the 
Border area, in Cape Breton, on Prince Edward 
Island (9 broods during July 12-13), and in Kings 
County, N. S; he adds that 3 out of 5 broods in 
Kings County were just flying on Aug. 31 (‘first 
flying young of this species noted’). In Maine, at 
Cape Elizabeth, a female Blue-winged Teal and 3 
young were seen on June 17, a female and 14 ycung 
on July 10, and a female and 4 young on July 22; 
Hebard reported 5 young at Thomaston, Aug. 30. In 
the Maritimes, Erskine found 2 brocds of the Ring- 
necked Duck in the N. B-N. S. border area, July 6. 
and 16 broods in Cape Breton; he found molting 
concentrations of 61 males at McCormack, Cape Bre- 
ton, June 23, and 32 males at Black Pond Sanctuary, 
P.E.I., July 13; Maine reports of this species included 
a female and 5 young at Rockport, July 15 (Hanne- 
mann), a female and 2 young, Township 6 Range 9. 
July 27 (Morse); 2 females with 6 and 5 well-grown 
young, Mace’s Pond, Aug. 11 (Hebard). Christie saw 
a female Common Goldeneye with 7 downy young at 
Chipman, Queen’s Co., N. B.; Erskine saw only 
4 broods of this duck, all in Cape Breton. On July 13. 
at East Lake, Prince Edward Island, Erskine observed 
a male Barrow’s Goldeneye, ‘‘still in fairly gocd 
plumage’; this is the first summer record for the 
Province. Counts of Common Eider included 50-plus 
at the head of St. Mary's Bay, Digby Co., N. S.. 
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e 11 (Erskine), ‘as many as 50 young with the 
ales some days in June,” St. George, Me. (Hanne- 
in), 36 females and grown young birds, Point 
Lepreau, N. B., Aug. 9 (Christie), and 437 counted 
in the vicinity of Little Green Island, Me., Aug. 

(Hebard). Ten White-winged Scoters, 3 Surf 
Scoters, and 4 Common Scoters were present 
throughout June in Muscongus Bay, Me. (Aud. Camp 
ot Me.). Erskine reported seeing the Common Mer- 
ganser only at Antigonish, N. S., on Prince Edward 
Island, and in Cape Breton; broods were seen from 
June 3 in Cape Breton, with a total of about 15 
broods on the Margaree system, where 83 young were 
banded during July 19—Aug. 3; 4 other broods were 
seen in Cape Breton, from which 17 young were 
banded on Aug. 1-2. At Antigonish, N. S., on Aug. 
5, Erskine saw 5 young Red-breasted Mergansers and 
19 young Common Mergansers with a female of the 
latter species. 

Vultures and Hawks——A Turkey Vulture was at 
New Ipswich, N. H., June 30 (Cora Wellman). In 
Nova Scotia, Erskine saw an aggregate of 18-plus 
Bald Eagles at Antigonish and in Cape Breton; on 
July 16, Hebard found a nest and 2 young of this 
species on Islesboro, Me.; an adult with 3 young was 
seen in Edinburg, Me., July 22 (Freese). At Beach 
Island, Penobscot Bay, Me., on Aug. 17, Hebard saw 
10 Broad-winged Hawks, presumably migrants. While 
Ospreys were a relatively common sight on the Maine 
coast, their breeding success this year is doubtful; in 
the Muscongus Bay area, Cadbury found successful 
nesting in only one nest. 

Rails —A King Rail with 4 young was observed in 
Rowley, Mass., July 21. Clapper Rails were reported 
from Westport, Mass., and Tiverton, R. I.; in Ipswich, 
Mass., on July 17, 2 adults with 4 young were 
found by M. Wood and R. Dwelley. A young Clapper 
Rail, seen on Monomoy, Aug. 4, was considered a 
migrant (W. Bailey). 

Shorebirds—Piping Plover were still nesting at 
Salisbury, Mass., on June 22 (eggs), and 3 young 
were seen on June 28. A Killdeer nest with 4 eggs 
was found at Warren, Me., July 5, where 2 adults 
and 2 young were seen June 30; 4 adults and 2 young 
were seen at Portland, Me., July 7. Three Am. Golden 
Plover were seen by Hebard at St. George, Me., July 
20. During July 1-3, young Am. Woodcock were ob- 
served in S. Bristol, Me., E. Sebago, Me., and W. 
Newbury, Mass. At Waugh Island, Cumberland 
Co., N. S., Erskine saw 3 Willets on July 15 and 1 
on Aug. 5; the birds were acting as if young were 
in the area; if authentic, this would be the first breed- 
ing record for the north shore of Nova Scotia. A 
thousand Short-billed Dowitchers were at Nauset, July 
23-25, and 1500 were found at Monomoy, Aug. 4 
(Bailey). Good numbers of Stilt Sandpipers were 
reported in Massachusetts, with as many as 25 in 
Milton, Aug. 1 (S. Higginbotham). On July 19, 
6000-plus Semipalmated Sandpipers were at Thomas- 
ton, Me. (Hebard); 2000 were at Biddeford Pool, 
Me., July 29 and 1000 on Aug. 21. A Marbled 
Godwit was at Monomoy, July 28—Aug. 7, and as 
many as 40 Hudsonian Godwits were there on July 
29. Reports of Ruffs included 1 at Rye Harbor, N. H., 








July 26 (C. deWindt), 2 near Pine Point, Me., July 
23 (Werners), 1 at St. George, Me., July 30 (He- 
bard), and 1 at Little Compton, R. I., July 30 (S. 
Dana). 

Gulls, Terns, Skimmers.—Over 1000 pairs of Her- 
ring Gulls were found nesting in July at Cape 
Pogue, Martha's Vineyard, and 350 Laughing Gulls 
were found at Muskeget Island. A Black-headed Gull 
was at Ipswich, Mass., June 19 (W. Rice and H. 
Wiggin), and an immature Little Gull was at Mono- 
moy, June 4 (Bailey). Christie reported that the first 
Bonaparte’s Gulls (2) were on the St. John River, 
N. B., July 23; he found them common in Prince 
Edward Island, Aug. 1-4; 110-plus were at Biddeford 
Pool, Me., July 22. A Forster's Tern was reported at 
Wollaston, Mass., July 30 (Higginbotham). About 
8000 Common Terns were estimated in the Plymouth 
Beach, Mass. colony, not counting the downy young, 
in July. Least Terns had a good breeding season at 
Scituate, Plymouth, and Monomoy, Mass. A Royal 
Tern was at Nauset, June 25 (Bailey), and there 
were 3 July reports on the Massachusetts coast. A 
Caspian Tern was noted at Biddeford Pool, Me., July 
23. Margaret Hundley estimated 1000+ Arctic Terns 
at Matinicus Rock, Me., July 25. About 8 Black 
Terns were at Belgrade, Me., July 3, and 6 were seen 
at Monomoy in July and on Aug. 4 (Bailey). A 
White-winged Black Tern was well observed at 
Nauset, July 18, by Wallace Bailey and party; On 
Aug. 4, at Monomoy, Bailey and party saw a tern of 
this species which he felt was a different bird from 
the one at Nauset. A pair of Black Skimmers, and 
nest and eggs, were found at Plymouth Beach, Mass., 
Aug. 6 (R. Claybourne); in July, this species was 
recorded at 6 places on the Massachusetts coast. 

Alcids.—Only 2 Razorbills were reported at Matini- 
cus Rock in July. On July 25, Margaret Hundley 
found 120+ Black Guillemots there; on Aug. 7, she 
counted 105 at Stonington, Me. Counts of Common 
Puffins at Matinicus Rock were 15 on July 10, and 
70+ on July 25. 

Cuckoos.—Yellow-billed and Black-billed Cuckoos 
were recorded in several places in Massachusetts. 
Black-bills were well reported in Maine. 

Owls.—Seven Barn Owls were banded in West 
Tisbury, Mass., in July (A. Keith and R. Baldwin). 

Goatsuckers—Over 300 Common Nighthawks were 
seen migrating on Aug. 18 in Farmington, Me., in 
which state there was also a considerable migration 
on Aug. 30 (Me. Field Obs.). Erskine noted that 
nighthawks appeared in the Margaree Valley, Cape 
Breton, “only on dark, cloudy days,” prompting him 
to wonder if, like swifts, they travel considerable dis- 
tances to feed. 

Hummingbirds —On July 28, Bagg saw a Ruby- 
throated Hummingbird migrating southward over 
water south of Carver's Harber, Vinalhaven, Me., in 
thick fog, with the sun, however, visible overhead. 
On Aug. 9, in Acton, Me., Prosser found a humming- 
bird nest, with 2 eggs, 11 feet from the ground on 
the limb of a white oak. 

Woodpeckers—At Big Intervale, Cape Breton, 
young Yellow-shafted Flickers were heard calling 
in the nest, June 27 (Erskine); at Camden, Me., 2 
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broods left nests on July 4 (Hebard). Also at Cam- 
den, Me., Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers were last seen 
bringing food to—and young heard calling in—a 
nest in a birch stub, July 18, according to Hebard, 
who also reports young Hairy Woodpeckers being 
fed in a birch stub, July 26, at Lincolnville, Me. He- 
bard recorded a Northern Three-toed Woodpecker at 
Beach Island, Penobscot Bay, Me., Aug. 17. A Black- 
backed Three-toed Woodpecker was found in the 
Miles Standish Forest, Plymouth, Mass., by Saba 
Foster and Carol Clark, July 20. Dr. Harrison Lewis 
reports: ‘On June 2 I found an occupied nest of the 
Black-backed Three-toed Woodpecker in north- 
western Guysborough County, Nova Scotia, about 20 
miles north of Sheet Harbour. It was in a fairly tall 
dead spruce stub, about 15 feet from the ground 
Apparently it is the second nest of this species to be 
discovered in Nova Scotia.”’ 

Flycatchers—Although Cadbury, at Medomak, Me., 
included the Eastern Kingbird, Olive-sided Flycatcher, 
Least Flycatcher, Traill’s Flycatcher, and Eastern 
Wood Pewee among the species which seemed lower 
in nesting abundance in that area, Hebard felt that 
Olive-sided Flycatchers, Traill’s Flycatchers, and 
Wood Pewees “had excellent nesting seasons” in the 
vicinity of Camden, Me. On June 25, a Scissor-tailed 
Flycatcher was observed at Wellfleet, Mass. by Bailey 
and others. Good numbers of Great Crested Fly- 
catchers were reported. The status of the Eastern 
Phoebe seemed to have improved slightly. 

Swallows.—From the Maritimes, Erskine reported 
the Tree Swallow as scarce, commenting that “‘their 
numbers were considered low in the spring, and 
breeding seems not to have increased them.” Of the 
Bank Swallow in the Maritimes, he said it was “the 
only swallow that appears common this year, with 
many colonies seen,’ while he considered the Barn 
Swallow “‘locally abundant.”’ Christie said of the Barn 
Swallow, in parts of Maine, New Brunswick, and 
Prince Edward Island, “large numbers in late-July 
and early-August indicate good nesting season.” Cliff 
Swallows seemed to have a good season in Maine. 
While numbers of Purple Martins were down 
markedly in Massachusetts and Maine, Christie felt 
that “this species does not seem to have been reduced 
appreciably in New Brunswick.” 

Titmice and W'rens.—In Maine, Margaret Hundley 
recorded up to 10 Boreal Chickadees at Stonington in 
Aug.; in the Camden area, Hebard found individuals 
on July 1 and 8 and Aug. 6, and saw 2 or 3 groups 
on Beach Island, Aug. 17. Hundley counted 16 Red- 
breasted Nuthatches at Stonington, Aug. 2. Hebard 
saw a brood of Winter Wrens leave the nest at 
the summit of Mt. Megunticook, near Camden, Me.. 
July 1. At Hingham, Mass., an adult Winter Wren 
was seen feeding 4 young in July. Four of these wrens 
were at New Ipswich, N. H., through June, and 3 
were at Boxford, Mass. from June 8 on. Five Carolina 
Wrens were reported at Westport, Mass., June 11. 

Mockingbird.—A pair nested at Mt. Auburn Ceme- 
tery, Cambridge, Mass.; 3 fully grown young were 
being fed out of the nest on June 12. A pair was 
found nesting in Rehoboth, Mass., June 17, and 2 


adults and a young bird were seen in E. Bridgewater. 
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Mass., in July. The species also was reported n 
Dedham, South Carver, and Reading, Mass., aid 
Durham, Me. 

Thrushes—At Medomak, Me., Cadbury felt that 
the Robin was lower than normal in nesting abun- 
dance, and the Veery as well; he believed the Swain- 
son’s Thrush and Hermit Thrush to be extremely low. 
At Camden, Me., Hebard considered the Robin to be 
“common” rather than “uncommon,” but not abundant 
as before 1958, and he thought the Hermit Thrush 
“again uncommon rather than rare.” In Shelburne 
County, N. S., Dr. Lewis wrote: ‘Reproduction of 
Robins in this Region has been very poor this year. I 
have seen only 2 young birds in Shelburne County 
this summer. Various correspondents in the county 
report a similar experience, though later nestings 
appear to have been somewhat more successful than 
the first ones.”” In New Brunswick, Christie reported 
many immature Robins at Rothesay in August and 
Erskine found Robins in good numbers in July and 
August. 

Vireos—Two Yellow-throated Vireos and 3 young 
were reported at Danville, Me., July 7. Mrs. Hund- 
ley wrote that the. Red-eyed Vireo, which is usually 
scarce at Deer Isle, Me., was abundant there this 
summer; 2 adults and 3 young were seen in Warren, 
Me., Aug. 6; at Camden, Me., young Red-eyes were 
just out of the nest on Aug. 2. In the Maritimes, 
Erskine said of this vireo: ‘heard regularly in almost 
all areas.” 

Warblers —Though Black-and-white Warblers 
seemed scarce in Massachusetts, they were in good 
numbers elsewhere—e.g., a count of 34 seen through 
June at New Ipswich, N. H. Two Blue-winged 
Warblers were seen feeding a third bird in West 
Tisbury, Mass.; this is a possible first breeding record 
for Martha’s Vineyard (A. Keith, E. Chalif, G. Dan- 
iels). In Sunbury County, N. B., young Parula 
Warblers just out of the nest were being fed on July 
10; these warblers seemed successful in Maine and 
New Brunswick. In Maine, Packard said of the 
Yellow Warbler: “quite widely reported and seem- 
ingly more common this year; in the Maritimes, 
Erskine said: ‘‘seen and heard regularly, and young 
were seen in many areas in July.’’ Christie found adult 
Magnolia Warblers feeding young out of the nest in 
Sunbury County, N. B., July 9 and 10, where adult 
Cape May Warblers were feeding young out of the 
nest on July 10-11, and an adult Bay-breasted 
Warbler was feeding a young bird able to fly on 
July 11. The Myrtle Warbler appeared to be down 
considerably in numbers; in the Maritimes, Erskine 
said it was “far from being the commonest warbler 
as often alleged in the past;’’ and Christie said he 
did not see any in New Brunswick during June and 
July. Cadbury thought the Black-throated Green 
Warbler was lower than normal in abundance at 
Medomak, Me., but Mrs. Hundley counted 43 at 
Stonington, Me., on July 26. In August, at least 2 
Prairie Warblers were seen on Eastern Egg Rock, 
Muscongus Bay, Me. on the 9th, and a male was seen 
on Beach Island, Penobscot Bay, Me., the 17th. At 
Raynham, Mass., Kathleen Anderson banded 28 
Northern Waterthrushes between mid-May and mid- 
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mid- 


‘ust. A male Kentucky Warbler was well seen at 
erica, Mass., June 4, by Dr. William Davis. A 
low-breasted Chat was reported at Waltham, Mass., 
ughout June (Jack Beach), and 2 Hooded 

irblers were seen at Westport, Mass., June 7 (F. 

-ins and N. Claflin). In parts, at least, of Maine 
ad New Brunswick, Yellowthroats and Am. Red- 
starts seemed abundant. 

Finches.—Cardinals nested in 2 places in Waltham, 
Mass.; a pair nested unsuccessfully in Arlington, 
Mass.; pairs were seen in June at Waban and Bel- 
mont, Mass. Christie wrote: “This summer again 
marked an increase in the Evening Grosbeak popula- 
tion breeding in New Brunswick. They have again, 
| think, pushed their breeding range still farther 
south in the province.” Near Camden, Me., Hebard 
saw a parent Swamp Sparrow carrying food, July 
18; on Beach Island, Aug. 17, he saw young out of 
the nest, apparently unable to fly. Hebard also found 
“numbers” of Lincoln Sparrows at the south end of 
Matinicus Island, Me., July 12—AAaRON M. Bace, 
Farm Street, Dover, Mass., and RuTH P. EMery, 
Massachusetts Audubon Society, 174A Newbury St., 
Boston, Mass. 


HUDSON-ST. LAWRENCE REGION.—The nest- 
ing season in the Hudson-St. Lawrence Region was 
uneventful. There was an encouraging increase of 
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individuals in some of the species (e.g., Eastern 
Phoebes, House Wrens) that had shown a decline in 
the past few years, but this recovery was by no means 
general and some of the critical species (e.g., Eastern 
Bluebird) showed further losses. 

In New York City June was warm with less than 
the usual rainfall. Throughout July temperatures were 
below normal and it was generally pretty wet, being 
over 4 inches above the normal precipitation; about 
the same conditions were found to the north of the 
city—June about normal but July and August cool 


and wet. High water interfered with the nesting of 
the swamp dwellers and the mid-season rains caused 
the destruction of many nests. 

Herons.—Both Common and Snowy Egrets nested 
at Jones Beach, Long Island, N. Y. and were other- 
wise well distributed in the New York City area; 2 
Common Egrets were in the Bronx River, just north 
of the city on Aug. 1 (P. J. Wolf); 5 were in the 
Connecticut River valley at Northampton, Mass. on 
the same day (S. A. Eliot); there were several Com- 
mons in Ulster County, N. Y. near Accord in mid- 
July (G. Wood). Little Blue Herons were reported 
infrequently; 1 immature was on the Moriches, L. I. 
flats on Aug. 7 (D. Puleston). Black-crowned Night 
Herons have decreased throughout the Region, par- 
ticularly in the Connecticut River valley; 6 pairs of 
Yellow-crowned Night Herons nested at Mt. Sinai, 
L. I.; they were seen there from May 6 (DP). Cattle 
Egrets were seen frequently throughout the southern 
part of the Region. 

Swans.—Two pairs of Mute Swans nested in Bear 
Mountain Park, N. Y.; each pair brought off 2 broods 
of young but most of the cygnets were lost to Snap- 
ping Turtles (R. F. Deed). 

Geese and Ducks.—Between 35 and 40 Canada 
Geese were found feeding in a field at Bernardston, 
Mass. on June 1 (Strecker) and 26 at Charlestown, 
N. H. from June 5 to 8 (Kidder); both localities 
are in the Connecticut River valley. Wood Ducks 
seem to have had a very successful breeding season. 
This is particularly so in Westchester County, N. Y. 
(S. Grierson). A pair of Ring-necked Ducks were 
together on June 21 on Lac Noir near Tourville, 
Que. (R. Cayouette). 

Vultures.—Reports of Turkey Vultures were not 
uncommon from western Massachusetts and from 
northern New York state where 4 were seen as far 
north as Antwerp in Jefferson County, on Aug. 5 
(fide Gordon). The Black Vulture seems to be 
pressing northward—1 was seen at Ashley Falls, 
Mass. on July 25 (S. W. Bailey) and another at Mill- 
brook, N. J. on June 4 (F. Wolfarth). 

Hawks.—Individuals or pairs of Goshawks were 
reported from many parts of the Region. Two Bald 
Eagles, an adult and an immature, were at Topsham, 
Vt. on June 6 (AM, EM). Sparrow Hawks were 
scarce throughout the Region; western Massachusetts 
and northern Vermont seem particularly destitute of 
the species. 

Grouse.—Spruce Grouse were reported only from 
the Connecticut Lakes area of New Hampshire, where 
a flock of 5 was frequently seen by H. Scott (fide 
Edith Halberg); Ruffed Grouse show local increases. 

Rails and Gallinules—Nests and eggs of the 
marsh-nesting birds were frequently destroyed by the 
high water of the mid-season but those of the salt 
water marshes were not so affected and their nest- 
ings were quite successful. 

Shorebirds—A pair of Am. Oystercatchers nested 
on one of the sand islands of Moriches Bay, L. L.; 
the 3 young were banded by LeRoy Wilcox. Six 
Upland Plover were seen on their traditional nesting 
ground at Lamington, N. J.; in western Massachusetts 
1 was heard at North Amherst on June 13 (Simmers) 
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and 1 was seen at Hadley in June (Goodrich). In- 
dividuals of both the White-rumped and the Baird's 
Sandpipers were at Northampton, Mass. on Aug. 8 
(SAE). Scattered Stilt Sandpipers were reported 
throughout the Region but numbers were small. A 
flock of Hudsonian Godwits was at Moriches, L. I. 
on Aug. 7 (DP). 

Doves.—Mourning Doves seen in the Lake St. 
John area of Quebec between May and August seem 
to be the first ever recorded from the area (PWPB); 
1 was at St. Pamphile, L’Islet Co., Que. on June 
2> (L.-A. Lord). 

Cuckoos.—Both species of cuckoo were numerous; 
the Yellow-billed showed a very definite increase in 
western Massachusetts and the Black-billed even 
more so; Black-bills were heard at two points on 
Lake St. John, Que., the first known from the lake 
area (PW PB). 

Owls.—The pair of Short-eared Owls first seen 
near Wendell, Mass. on April 15 was still there 
on July 15. A nest was searched for but not found 
(D. K. Wetherbee, fide SAE). A young Saw-whet 
Owl that flew into a house at Lake Mohonk in Ulster 
County, N. Y. on July 16 was banded (D. Smiley). 

W’oodpeckers.—The nest of a Black-backed Three- 
toed Woodpecker, containing young, was found at 
Lac Trois Saumons, L’Islet Co., Que. on June 21 
(RC). 

Flycatchers—There has been some recovery in 
the numbers of Eastern Phoebes; the other flycatchers 
are now about normal; 3 Traill’s were singing at 
Longmeadow, Mass. as late as July 29 (SAE). 

Corvidae—A Black-billed Magpie was seen near 
Grenville, Que. throughout the month of May (M. R. 
Wilson, fide J. H. Livingston). Common Ravens 
have been present most of the summer in the area 
about the Connecticut Lakes in New Hampshire 
(HS). 

Titmice.—Black-capped Chickadees were very num- 
erous and have had an extremely successful breeding 
season. The Tufted Titmouse is still extending its 
range northward and eastward on the east side of the 
Hudson River and on Long Island. 

Nuthatches.—There were several reports of Red- 
breasted Nuthatches nesting in western Massachusetts 
and of young being brought to feeders in that area. 

W’rens.—House Wrens seem to have made a com- 
plete recovery in numbers from the low point reached 
in the past year or two and some areas report that 
they are now more numerous than ever before. How- 
ever, the number of Carolina Wrens is still low. 

Mockinghirds.—Increasing numbers of Mocking- 
birds are reported in recently occupied territories; in 
New Jersey a pair nested at Far Hills and 2 pairs 
appeared in Lamington, these in the same area where 
nesting was found last year. New nesting sites were 
occupied in Rockland County, N. Y., and in western 
Massachusetts individuals were found in early June 
in Pittsfield and on June 9 and 10 at North Amherst. 

Thrushes—Robins were generally numerous 
throughout but many reports were heard of dead 
or sick birds found on lawns in suburban areas; many 
of the birds showed signs of paralysis. A Wood 
Thrush was heard on June 8, 13 and 29 in the vicin- 
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ity of Quebec City, Que. (RC). At least 17 individu. | 
were heard on a territory 114 miles by 14 a mile 
Chateau Richer, Que. (C. Aime). Generally the 5; ¢- 
cies was rather scarce and late in arriving. Hermi 
Thrushes, too, were scarce and probably were mc re 
so than Wood Thrushes. Swairson’s Thrushes show. 
a marked increase. Two and possibly 3 pairs 
Gray-cheeked Thrushes were found on the summii 
of Mt. Greylock in Massachusetts where the rac 
bicknelli is a regular breeder (SAE); 3. singin; 
birds of this species, and probably of the same race, 
were found at 3000 ft. on a mountain north of the 
Saguenay River near Lake St. John, Que. (PWPB). 
Veeries showed a further decline throughout most 
of the Region. The only increase reported was on 
eastern Long Island near Yaphank, N. Y. There was 
little encouragement in the reported status of the 
Eastern Bluebird. This species has almost disappeared 
from eastern Long Island (DP); only 2 nests were 
found in Ulster County, N. Y. and the species is very 
scarce throughout all of eastern New York state; 
there was some recovery in Franklin and Hampshire 
Counties in western Massachusetts (G. A. Weeks). 

Gnatcatchers—A pair of Blue-gray Gnatcatchers 
were building a nest near West Park, Ulster Co., 
N. Y. on June 12. 


Vireos—Two Yellow-throated Vireos were seen 


and heard at Lac Trois Saumons, L’Islet Co., Que. 
(R. Plante and L-AL); this is probably the first rec- 
ord for that area of Quebec. 

Warblers —In general, warbler populations are still 
below normal. The Black-and-white, usually numerous, 
is still scarce. Two Nashville Warblers heard singing 
at the Delaware Water Gap in New Jersey on June 


19 were probably breeding birds. A Cerulean Warbler 
was seen at East Millstone, N. J. on June 8 and 16 
(B. Murray); several of these warblers were heard 
near Kingston, N. Y. but no nest could be found; 1 
bird was seen near there on June 2 (H. Dunbar). At 
least 4 pairs of Ceruleans nested at Congers Island 
in Dutchess County, N. Y. as that number was seen 
feeding young out of the nest (E. Pink). 

Two pairs of Blackpoll Warblers were reported 
on Mt. Greylock, Mass. where they breed. Pine 
Warblers seem to have disappeared from many of 
the haunts that they formerly occupied. An early 
Connecticut Warbler was reported from Topsham, 
Vt. on Aug. 1 (EM). Twenty singing Canada War- 
blers were counted near the Delaware Water Gap in 
New Jersey on June 19. 

Icteridae——This was the best nesting season for 
Bobolinks in many years at Topsham, Vt. (AM, EM). 
Orchard Orioles were well distributed and rather 
common; in Hunterdon County, N. J. 3 nests were 
found in a single large sycamore tree (D. Kunkle). 

Finches.—Cardinals were still numerous and there 
was an increasing density in their northerly territory: 
this year they nested successfully at several points 
in the Connecticut River valley of Massachusetts. 
Two Blue Grosbeaks with 2 fledgings were seen at 
Middlebush, N. J. on June 28 (BM). This is the 
third year that the species has bred in this locality. 
In June, 9 $4 and 1 Q were seen or heard at 
Chateau Richer, Que. (CA). A.fledgling Evening 
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Grosbeak was seen being fed in July at Lake St. 
John, Que.; this is the first indication of nesting 
in the area (PWPB). On July 7 1 was seen at the 
Quebec Zoo, Quebec City. On this same date 1 was 
scen at Topsham, Vt. (AM, EM). There was no 
record of the Pine Siskin being seen at Lake St. John, 
Que.; this is most unusual.—CuarRLes K. NICHOLS, 
American Museum of Natural History, New York 24, 
N.Y. 


MIDDLE ATLANTIC COAST REGION.—June 
and July were rather cool, especially in the northern 
part of the Region. Precipitation was very light 
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until late July, causing drought conditions in many 
sections, a situation which was relieved in most 
areas by heavy rains, principally in the form of 
thundershowers, in late July and early August. The 
most obvious effects of weather on birds were periods 
of sustained easterly winds which, starting in early 
May, caused abnormally high tides and repeatedly 
washed out marsh- and beach-nesting birds. The worst 
of the tides occurred around June 10. Tropical storm 
Brenda, which passed northward along the coast on 
the night of July 29, also caused the destruction of 
many nests. 

Residents of the northern part of the Region were 
encouraged by the recent establishment by the Na- 
tional Audubon Society of the Holgate Peninsula 
Sanctuary on the northern side of Beach Haven Inlet, 
N. J. This area is one of the best-known places for 
shorebird observation in southern New Jersey. The 
resident naturalist this summer was J. Stanley Quick- 
mire, Jr. 

Petrels—This was a moderately good year for 
Wilson's Petrels in southern Chesapeake Bay, Va., 
with counts from the Little Creek ferry as high as 
76 on June 13 (F. R. Scott). 

Herons, Egets—The big heronry that was formerly 
on Hollis Island, Westmoreland Co., Va. has ap- 
parently moved across the Potomac River to St. 
Catherine Island, St. Marys Co., Md. John S. Weske 
banded a number of Little Blue Herons, Common 
Egrets, and Black-crowned Night Herons here on 
June 4. Cattle Egrets nested in good numbers at 


Mills Island, Md., and T. W. Martin estimated some 
55 to 65 nests there, as well as a number of non- 
breeding birds. The species was recorded for the first 
time in Cumberland County, N. J. at Moore's Beach 
on July 14 (D. Kunkle). An immature Snowy Egret 
was seen in Albemarle County, Va. on July 24 by 
C. E. Stevens, an unusual record so far inland. The 
Louisiana Heron, which was very late in arriving 
during the spring, appeared more common than ever 
along the Eastern Shore of Maryland and Virginia 
by midsummer. Four spent the summer at Bombay 
Hook Refuge, Del., where they have only rarely been 
recorded previously (W. R. Jones). Several of the 
herons nested very late along the coast. Near Ocean 
City, Md. Weske found eggs in two Snowy Egret 
nests as late as Aug. 6. Near Wachapreague, Va. a 
group from the Virginia Society of Ornithology 
visited a heronry on Aug. 20 and estimated the fol- 
lowing number of nests still occupied: Green Heron, 
15; Snowy Egret, 30; Louisiana Heron, 120. All of 
these had young in the nest except for four Louisiana 
Heron nests, which still contained good eggs. A 
Yellow-crowned Night Heron was seen at Holgate, 
N. J. on July 2 (JSQ), and an immature was found 
in Albemarle County, Va. on July 30 (CES), the 
first county record. Weske found Glossy Ibis more 
plentiful this year at the Mills Island, Md. heronry 
and banded 27 nestlings. 

Geese, Ducks.—Total production of Canada Geese 
at Brigantine Refuge, N. J. this year was 7 broods 
totaling 32 young, an average of 4.6 young per brood. 
Snow Geese remained at Lake Ontelaunee, Berks Co.., 
Pa. until June 9, a very late occurrence (E. Poole). 
Breeding duck populations at Chincoteague Refuge, 
Va. were rather poor this year. At Brigantine Refuge 
some 5 Mallard broods and 18 Black Duck broods 
had been found by July 25. These averaged 7.8 and 
7.4 young per brood, respectively (W. Forward). 
New breeding species for Brigantine Refuge included 
2 Gadwall broods on June 30 (D. A. Cutler, WF) 
and a Green-winged Teal brood on Aug. 16 
(WF), the latter the first confirmed breeding for 
New Jersey. Summering waterfowl included a pair 
of Am. Widgeon and a pair of Green-winged Teal 
at Chincoteague Refuge all summer (TWM) and a 
pair of European Widgeon at Bombay Hook Refuge 
from June 24 to July 30 (WRJ). In Berks County, 
Pa. this was a good year for Wood Ducks, with 
at least three broods at Lake Ontelaunee on July 
5 (EP). At Bombay Hook Jones reported a build-up 
of at least 50 Wood Ducks by July 5. Poole found a 
summering Redhead dead at Lake Ontelaunee on July 
15 and reported a Ring-necked Duck there until 
Aug. 3. At Holgate Quickmire reported 4 Common 
Scoters on June 19 and 1 on Aug. 2, and 1 White- 
winged Scoter was seen there on June 21. An unusual 
record was an eclipse male Common Eider at Brig- 
antine Island, N. J. on July 30 (J. Sawyer). There 
were several summer records of Ruddy Ducks. Three 
remained until June 10 at Alexandria, Va. (J. M. 
Abbott), and 2 spent the summer at Bombay Hook 
Refuge (WRJ). At Brigantine Refuge this species 
nested for the second consecutive year (WF). 

Hawks.—On July 5 J. Jacobs banded 29 young 
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Ospreys from 35 nests along Seven Mile Beach, N. J., 
but on the same date Weske could find only 5 young 
still in 15 to 20 nests in St. Marys County, Md. 
A Peregrine Falcon was seen throughout late May 
and June in an old residential district in Richmond, 
Va. (Mrs. J. E. Guthrie, FRS), generally perched 
on a church steeple or TV antennas on an apartment 
building. Mrs. Guthrie has evidence that this species 
may have nested in this area in 1959. A Pigeon 
Hawk at Holgate on July 7 may have been a non- 
breeding summering bird (N. Niosi & JSQ). 

Rails, Coots.—Clapper Rails had a relatively poor 
nesting season because of repeated washouts. At 
Chincoteague Martin found both fewer and smaller 
broods than in 1959. At Fortescue, N. J. Black Rail 
egg shells were found on July 2 in the same area 
the birds were found in the spring (S. Harty & JS). 
Abbott found an adult and 3 young Common Galli- 
nules at Goose Island, D. C. on July 31. There was 
a spectacular increase in Am. Coots at Brigantine 
Refuge, and Forward counted 350 to 400 young 
birds there on July 30. Two were seen at Goose 
Island from July 23 on (JMA). 

Shorebirds.—There appeared to be an unusual 
number of nonbreeding summering shorebirds along 
the coast, perhaps caused in part by the late spring 
migration. Good numbers of Black-bellied Plovers 
and Short-billed Dowitchers were present throughout 
June and July at Holgate (JSQ), and at Chinco- 
teague on June 12 many shorebirds were found 
including 14 Knots and 1 White-rumped Sandpiper 
(FRS). P. W. Sykes found 35 to 40 Am. Oyster- 
catchers on Cedar Island, Accomack Co., Va. on 


Aug. 4, including at least 4 definite family groups. 
He also found a downy young Piping Plover here 


on the same date. Inland, a Piping Plover was seen 
at Marbury Point, D. C. on July 23 (JMA & D. 
Lamm). Three pairs of Upland Plovers were present 
until mid-July at Chantilly, Va. where they were 
apparently unsuccessful in nesting (E. T. McKnight). 
There were good concentrations at the Norfolk, Va. 
airport in late summer, with flocks numbering up to 
30 birds (PWS). At Brigantine Refuge 1 Baird's 
Sandpiper was seen on July 9 (V. Abraitys, I. Black, 
J. Jehl, & NN) and 2 on July 16 and 17 (A. Brady 
& J. Mclllvain). Forward saw 2 Curlew Sandpipers 
at Brigantine Refuge on July 11, and probably the 
same birds were seen at nearby Holgate on July 16 
(C. A. Hetzel, DK, et al.). Short-billed Dowitchers 
reached a concentration of 10,000 at Brigantine 
Refuge on July 9 (Jehl), and a count of 350 Stilt 
Sandpipers was made here on July 17 (DAC & H. 
Cutler). Although no Marbled Godwits had been 
reported by mid-August, from 1 to 4 Hudsonian God- 
wits were seen almost daily at Holgate from July 8 
to at least Aug. 6 (JSQ). Sawyer found 2 Am. 
Avocets at Brigantine Refuge on the odd date of 
June 11, and Abraitys saw a Wilson’s Phalarope 
here on Aug. 2. A Red Phalarope in full breeding 
plumage was observed at Holgate on July 10 (IB, 
SH, & NN). 

Gulls, Terns, Skimmers——Both the Great Black- 
backed and Herring Gulls continued to increase as 
summering birds along the coast. The former was 
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found this year as far south as the Norfolk, Va. 
area. On coastal Maryland near Ocean City there 
were at least 6 Herring Gull nests (JSW), aad 
one nest with young and three apparently nesting 
pairs were found at Chincoteague, Va. on June 11 
(FRS). Since Laughing Gulls usually place their 
nests fairly high in the marsh, they suffered probably 
the least of all from excessively high tides. In a 
450-pair colony at Chincoteague, only 15 per cent 
was estimated to have been washed out on June 11. 
Weske’s observations on coastal Maryland, however, 
indicated that the mortality of young may _ have 
been abnormally high. In any event, many apparently 
renested, and nonflying juveniles were found in 
several localities near Wachapreague, Va., on Aug. 
20 and 21 (VSO group). 

Most nesting terns were washed out at least once. 
The worst damage apparently was done to the Royal 
Terns, which according to reports succeeded in rais- 
ing only token numbers of young near Ocean City, 
Md. (JSW) and none at the colony on Fisherman's 
Island, Va. (W. F. Rountrey, JSW). In an attempt 
to get off a successful brood Forster's Terns renested 
repeatedly in the coastal areas of Maryland and 
Virginia. Eggs were found at Chincoteague, Va. on 
May 7 and June 11 (FRS) and in nearby Maryland 
on June 19 and July 3 (JSW). Abraitys and For- 
ward found up to 4 Gull-billed Terns at Brigantine 
Refuge throughout the summer, but no nests were 
found. In spite of heavy traffic, picnickers, and un- 
sympathetic maintenance personnel, about a dozen 
Least Terns successfully raised young along the edge 
of the Colonial Parkway at College Creek, near James- 
town, Va. (J. H. Grey). Up to 5 Royal Terns were 
present throughout June and July at Holgate (JSQ), 
and several Caspian Terns summered at Thousand 
Acre Marsh, Del. (DAC, K. Wright). This is the 
second consecutive year the Caspian Terns have 
summered in this area, and last year they were 
observed feeding young here on sandbars. Inland, a 
Caspian Tern was seen at Goose Island, D. C. on 
July 23 and Aug. 6 (JMA) and 3 at Hopewell, Va. 
on July 31 (J. S. Lovering & FRS), the latter the 
first late summer record for the area. Black Skimmers 
were found with eggs almost ready to hatch as late 
as Aug. 20 on Cedar Island, Va. by a Virginia 
Society of Ornithology group. 

Doves, Cuckoos, Owls, Woodpeckers —At Brigan- 
tine Refuge a White-winged Dove was carefully 
observed at some length at close range by Forward, 
who is thoroughly familiar with the bird in southern 
California. Its tameness led to the suspicion that it 
might have been an escape. Abbott found a Mourning 
Dove nest with 2 eggs at Marbury Point, D. C. on 
Aug. 6, a fairly late date. Yellow-billed Cuckoos 
were reported in unusually good numbers in the 
southern part of the Region, especially on the Eastern 
Shore of Maryland and Virginia. For the second 
consecutive year Barn Owls were found nesting in 
off-shore duck blinds around Chincoteague Refuge. 
Martin reported 5 nests containing either eggs or 
young this year. A Pileated Woodpecker was seen 
throughout the first part of August at Warwick, Pa., 
a good record so close to Philadelphia (Mrs. M. 
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Flycatchers, Swallows, Chickadees, Thrushes—A 

ging Traill’s Flycatcher was found at Marbury 

int, D. C. on Aug. 6 (JMA), where a nest had 
en found in 1959. W. C. Good reported a concen- 
‘ration of about 3000 Bank Swallows at Presquile 
Refuge, near Hopewell, Va. from mid-July to mid- 
August. A chickadee brood at Audubon Shrine, Pa. 

n June 15 was definitely identified as Carolina 
Chickadees (D. Northwood). Poole found at least 
; pairs of Veeries on July 10 at Mt. Penn, Reading, 

. an area where this species has been increasing 
recently. In a 3-mile-radius circle about Valley 
Forge State Park, Pa., only 24 miles from the center 
of Philadelphia, Hetzel and W. G. Saunders found 
26 Veeries singing on territory. The Eastern Blue- 
bird now appears to be rare to uncommon over 
most of the Region, all current reports indicating 
decreases. 

Vireos, Warblers—Hetzel’s and Saunders’ census 
at Valley Forge State Park also turned up 3 Yellow- 
throated Vireos, 9 Warbling Vireos, 12 Worm-eating 
Warblers, and 2 Blue-winged Warblers, all singing 
birds. Earle Poole found the warbler population in 
the Blue Mountains and Hay Creek Valley of Berks 
County, Pa. to be at an all-time low. He estimated 
an average population of only 25 per cent of nor- 
mal. The species worst hit seemed to be the Yellow, 
Black-throated Blue, and Canada Warblers and Am. 
Redstart. A Magnolia Warbler in good plumage ap- 
peared at Brookeville, Md. on the odd date of July 
23 (JSW). 

Tanagers, Fringillids—Samuel H. Dyke believes 
the Summer Tanager is showing an increase in Dela- 
ware and nearby Caroline County, Md. The Blue 
Grosbeak is also increasing in eastern Maryland 
(SHD) and appeared to be in unusually good num- 
bers throughout eastern Virginia, including the East- 
ern Shore. One was seen at Churchville, Pa. on July 
28 (AB) and another at Dividing Creek, N. J. also 
on July 28 (DK). Both of these probably represent 
locally nesting birds. Sykes found a number of Sharp- 
tailed Sparrows through the summer at Lynnhaven 
Inlet, near Norfolk. This is considerably farther 
south than the species has been known to nest in 
the state-—F. R. Scotr, 115 Kennondale Lane, Rich- 
mond 26, Va. and Davip A. CUTLER, 525 Kingwood 
Rd., King of Prussia, Pa. 


SOUTHERN ATLANTIC COAST REGION.— 
The nesting season over the Region as a whole was 
near normal. Generally, the up-state areas did well 
and the coastal areas did rather poorly. For the South 
Carolina coast, which furnished most of our data, the 
season was both poor and retarded. Weather was 
an important factor here. 

Temperatures during the spring and summer months 
were not unusual. There was a marked deficiency in 
rainfall in the Piedmont section during May, June 
and July. Tropical Storm Brenda passed just off the 
coast on July 29, leaving the lowest recorded pressure 
for July at Charleston, and coastal rainfall reached 
i new high. Earlier in the summer, a moon that was 
full on June 9 and in perigee a few hours later, 
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combined with strong NE winds, brought two or 
three days of extreme flood tides to the beaches, 
playing havoc with the eggs and new young of the 
colony nesters. Up to 80 per cent destruction was 
estimated in the Bull's Bay section just north of 
Charleston. And Hurricane Gracie, nine months past, 
was still present in the leveled old tree trunks that 
would have housed woodpeckers and cther cavity 
nesters along the coast. 

Ernest Cutts and his team at Charleston found 
the nesting season slow and scant. He recorded> but 
49 nesting species as compared with 64 of last sum- 
mer—both exclusive of colony nesters. Clutch sizes 
in exposed nests tended to be down, presumably due 
to late starts during the first of the summer and ex- 
cessive rainfall later on. Cutts felt that the net sea- 
sonal losses at the beaches may not have been very 
high. Certainly, replacing broods were rapid and 
strong at some of the sites visited. There was a 
good comeback at the big colony on Deveaux Bank 
off the lower South Carolina coast. A small colony at 
Oregon Inlet, N. C. was known to have been wiped 
out and abandoned. At the mouth of the Savannah 
River, Tomkins, studying a Least Tern colony of 
over 200 nests, noted considerable loss during the 
June tides. He felt that many of the young were 
unable to move up to higher ground because the peak 
tides occurred after dark. 

In mountainous Watauga County in North Caro- 
lina, Wendell Smith found the nesting season some- 
what better than usual. He cited several species in 
greater strength than last year. His surprise find was 
a nesting Blue-winged Teal, a formerly unknown 
breeder in North Carolina except on the upper coast, 
and very rare there. The Norwoods at Charlotte con- 
tinued their studies of multiple broods of box-nesting 
Brown-headed Nuthatches. 

At the bottom of the Region, Kuerzi found the 
breeding season about normal, with two weak spots 
—eagles and bluebirds. At Thomasville, Ga. Dozier 
made a good listing of nesting species in his area 
and at Columbus, Ga. Wells noted, with minor ex- 
ceptions, ‘‘a very normal year.” He felt that “Eastern 
Bluebirds and Pine Warblers in his area had made 
a fine comeback following the disastrous winter of 
1958-59.” 
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The most notable find in the Region was the 
Spotted Sandpiper nesting in central South Carolina. 
This is a first for the state and an account is in 
preparation for a national journal. 

Grebes, Pelicans.—Pied-billed Grebes again nested 
in a small fresh-water pond at Magnolia Gardens, 
Charleston, S. C. This recently created pond was 
used by grebes last summer and reported upon at 
that time in these columns. This year’s find, in part: 
one nest with 6 eggs, one with 5 eggs, on April 15; 
one nest with 5 eggs and one with 2 eggs, May 1. 
It is believed that the per cent of young surviving 
was good. Adults and young left the pond when the 
level was lowered to repair the dikes (EC). The 
Brown Pelican colony at Bird Island near Ocra- 
coke, N. C. was flourishing and contained a good 
count of eggs and young in all stages on June 4 
(JEA). No report was received of tide damage or 
recovery there. The Brown Pelicans in the Cape 
Romain Refuge area were reported by the Manager 
to have suffered severely during the second week of 
June when high tides washed out the low-lying nests. 
The extent of recovery was not reported upon. The 
large colony on Deveaux Bank in the mouth of the 
North Edisto River, below Charleston, S. C. was 
visited on July 9, a month after the destructive tides. 
At that date, a conservative estimate placed the peli- 
cans at 1500, about 70 per cent of which were near 
goose-size. Many smaller young were seen (BRC, 
EBC). A competent observer visited the Deveaux 
colony in mid-August and reported all stages of young 
pelicans and some eggs at that time. 

Egrets, Herons, Ibises—The Cattle Egret breeding 
colony in Charleston Harbor was not reported upon 
this summer but the great increase in the number 
of these birds seen in the pastures of Charleston 
County gives good reason to assume that it is thriving. 
This species has moved in so rapidly and in such 
quantities that its presence attracts little attention 
now. A group of some 200 birds in and around a 
pasture twenty miles southwest of Charleston during 
the third week of August contained about equal 
numbers of Cattle Egrets and Little Blue Herons, both 
adult and immature (BRC). The increasing numbers 
of Little Blue Herons and Snowy Egrets feeding in 
pastures and cut-over fields in recent summers pro- 
mote the thought that those species may be indulging 
in an insect diet more frequently than they did before 
the arrival of the Cattle Egrets. Common Egret nests 
in Charleston County contained up to 4 eggs as early 
as April 3. Many pairs were still building at that 
date (EC). Two nests found at Thomasville, Ga. 
contained 3 large young in each on June 13 (JD). 
Louisiana Heron nests checked near Charleston con- 
tained but one egg by April 3 (EC). A Louisiana 
Heron, rare in the summer months in inland Georgia, 
was found at Thomasville, June 18 (JD). Black- 
crowned Night Herons were awing and feeding on 
the mud flats with adults by Aug. 3 in Charleston 
County; 11 young, on their own, were seen there, 
Aug. 20 (BRC). A surprisingly large number of 
Least Bittern nests were found at Magnolia Gardens 
this summer: one with 4 eggs, May 1; 2 with 4 eggs 
each, 2 with 3 eggs and 1 with 1 egg, May 29. 


Unfortunately, most of these were hurt or destroye | 
when it became necessary to lower the pond water 
level. Not yet associated with local nesting othe: 
than the presence of young birds in the flocks, Woo: 
Ibis have been well represented in Charleston Coun- 
ty this summer. A colony at Bull’s Island was est 
mated to contain 150 birds early in July. The Wad- 
malaw Island observations of Wood Ibis this sum- 
mer, feeding or flying over, are, through August: 
20 to 25 on July 9; 9 on July 31; 35-40, Aug. 13; 
21, Aug. 14; 3, Aug. 19; 28, Aug. 21; 2, Aug. 22; 
and 2, Aug. 28 (BRC). Kuerzi has noted these birds 
but twice at St. Marys this summer: 5 on May 1; 1 
on May 15. Cypert reported 1 at Okefenokee, May 8, 
seen by James Roberts. Both Glossy and White Ibis 
have shown up in good numbers along the coast 
well up into North Carolina but no data on nesting 
came in. Three White Ibis in immature plumage 
over a pond near Raleigh, N. C., July 2, are note- 
worthy (HTD). 

Ducks.—A surprising find was a brood of 10 young 
Gadwalls with a female at Bull's Island, S. C., July 8 
(HM); a male was present at a distant end of the 
same pond, July 11 (JKT, EBC, BRC). This ap- 
parently is a first for South Carolina. In 1939, 1940 
and 1941, a few pairs raised young at the Pea Island 
Refuge in North Carolina. A female Blue-winged 
Teal with a brood of 6 was watched at close range by 
keen observer, Wendell Smith, at a pond at Raven 
Knob Camp, Watauga County, N. C., for several 
days, the last date being about July 15. An adult 
Wood Duck was reported with 7 young at the 
Mattamuskeet Refuge, N. C., May 6 (CTW). Ruddy 
Ducks again nested successfully at the Bull’s Island 
Refuge: one brood of 7, one of 5, and one of 4, all 
following females, were watched at close range on 
July 11 (JKT, EBC, BRC). The observation of a 
Hooded Merganser on June 11 and 2 on June 18 near 
Stanley's Landing in southeast Georgia renews specu- 
lation upon the probability of its breeding there 
(FVH). 

Kites, Hawks.—As reported last season, a pair of 
Mississippi Kites nested at Columbus, Ga. last sum- 
mer. This year they returned but apparently were 
driven from the site by Purple Martins. They did 
nest nearby, however, since they were seen later in 
this season feeding one young in an old perching 
tree they had formerly used (LAW). A nest with 
2 eggs of the Red-shouldered Hawk was located in 
Charleston County, March 19 (EC). Kuerzi found 
no Bald Eagles at St. Marys this summer; an im- 
mature bird was seen on Wadmalaw Island, S. C., 
Aug. 26 (BRC). An Osprey nest with 3 eggs was 
found in Charleston County, April 19 (EC). Four 
Sparrow Hawks, two of them immature, were seen at 
a shipyard at Wilmington, N. C., June 28 (DE). 
They rarely are found nesting on the Carolina coast. 

Bobwhites, Turkeys.—The abundance of Bobwhites 
was commented upon generally though few specific 
nesting dates were available. In Charleston County, 
a nest with 11 eggs was located, May 22 (EC) 
Turkeys apparently had a favorable season at the 
refuges. 

Rails, Gallinules, Coots.—Of interest is the capture 





a Semipalmated Sandpiper by a King Rail at a 
fresh-water pond on Pea Island, N. C., May 22. The 
rail darted out of the grass, picked the sandpiper 
from a feeding flock and after stabbing it repeatedly, 
pulled it apart and devoured it (EDG). Observations 
of Black Rails are increasing on the North Carolina 
coast. One was flushed on Bodie Island, July 12 
(FRS). Common Gallinule nests studied in Charles- 
ton County were: two with 8 eggs each, one with 
7 eggs, one with 4 and one with 1, on May 1; one 
with 12 eggs, two with 9, one with 4, and one with 
3, on May 29 (EC). Am. Coot nests with eggs were 
finally located this summer by Cutts at Magnolia 
Gardens: one nest with 8 eggs, May 1; two nests 
with 8 eggs, May 3; one nest with 9 eggs, May 29. 
Apparently only a few were successful. The water 
level was lowered on the pond and the nests were 
raided by raccoons. 

Oystercatchers, Plovers, Sandpipers, Stilts —A pair 
of Am. Oystercatchers was watched mating at Mur- 
rell’s Inlet, S. C., April 1 (JRG). Wilson’s Plovers 
were ‘quite successful in nesting’’ at Savannah. Many 
young were still present on Aug. 21 (IT); a nest 
with 3 eggs was noted at Charleston, May 4 (EC). 
Spotted Sandpipers, long suspected as nesters in 
South Carolina, were finally located by Mrs. Ellison D. 
Smith, July 31, near Columbia. Young birds, unable 
to fly, were successfully photographed (EBC). Of 
twelve nests of Willets studied in detail at Savannah, 
high tides were the principal factor in reducing hatch- 
ing success to something under 40 per ceat (IT). 
Black-necked Stilts nested in good numbers from 
Oregon Inlet, N. C. to Bull’s Island, S$. C. Two nests 
with 4 eggs each and one nest with an incubating 
bird were located some six miles north of Oregon 
Inlet, June 4 (JEA). There were several reports of 
birds feigning injury. A colony in the delta of the 
Santee River, S. C. was not reported upon. At Bull's 
Island two or three broods of young were studied 
at close range, July 11 (JKT, EBC, BRC). 

Gulls, Terns——A colony of about 200 pairs of 
Laughing Gulls at Oregon Inlet, N. C., was visited 
on June 25 following the high tides; only 2 young 
in one nest and one in each of two other nests were 
found among the dead young and broken eggs. On a 
later visit this colony had been abandoued (JPH). 
Another colony on the Outer Banks fared better. At 
Deveaux Bank, S. C. several hundred young Laugh- 
ing Gulls were awing on July 9, although the losses 
there must have been heavy (EBC, BRC). Gull-billed 
Terns were first found at St. Marys, Ga., May 22 
(RGK). At Deveaux Bank, July 9, approximately 
100 Gull-bills were in the air; a dozen or more 
nests were counted at one edge of the mixed colony 
with one or two eggs and a few newly hatched 
chicks. Cutts listed 40 Least Tern nests with 2 eggs 
and 7 with 3 eggs each in a colony in Charleston 
County, May 22; a colony of over 200 nests was 
studied and 250 young were banded at Savannah. 
Many were lost in the high tides (IT). A most un- 
usual find was a small colony of Least Terns nesting 
inland near Columbia, S$. C. on June 30 by Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert DesPortes and reported and studied by 
Mrs. Ellison D. Smith. The initial laying was nearly 


destroyed by heavy rains. However, by July 31, 6 
new nests with 2 eggs and 4 with 1 egg, and 7 
young almost ready to fly were found. Thirty-five to 
40 adults were in the air at that time. The colony 
was visited on Aug. 4 (EBC, BRC) and arrange- 
ments were begun with the local Fish & Wildlife 
authorities for posting the site (EBC). Young Royal 
Terns were estimated to number about 2000 at De- 
veaux Bank on July 9. They were not quite able 
to fly (EBC, BRC). There were also several hundred 
young Black Skimmers at Deveaux on that date. 

Doves, Cuckoos, Goatsuckers—The abundance of 
Mourning Doves was commented upon generally; a 
nest at Charleston contained 2 young, April 17 (EC). 
Ground Doves were believed to have shown some 
gain around Columbus, Ga. (LAW); two eggs were 
found as late as Aug. 14 at Charleston (EC). Yellow- 
billed Cuckoos seemed more plentiful than in the 
spring. Dozier reported a Chuck-will’s-widow nest at 
Thomasville, Ga., with 1 young that was able to 
fly by June 18. He also located the nest of a Ruby- 
throated Hummingbird in a Red Maple with the 
female incubating on April 10. 

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers, Swallows.—Five Red- 
cockaded Woodpecker nests were listed from Charles- 
ton County (EC); at Thomasville 2 broods of 3 each 
fed around corn ears in June (JD). Eastern Phoebe 
nests were reported at the top and bottom of the 
Region in increasing numbers; Cutts checked 20 
nests, being built or with eggs, May 14, in Pickens 
and Oconee Counties, S. C. Traill’s Flycatcher again 
nested near North Wilkesboro, N. C., where 2 pairs 
were observed (WPS). Barn Swallows nested for the 
third consecutive summer on Folly Island, south of 
Charleston, and again one was seen in south Georgia 
in June—the 12th (JD). 

Nuthatches, Creepers.—Near Charleston, 12 Brown- 
headed Nuthatch nests contained from 3 to 6 eggs 
each, between April 9 and 26; four eggs were found 
on April 9 (EC); at Charlotte, N. C., nesting boxes 
were again used in the Norwood city yard and at 
least two broods were raised. A pair of Brown Creep- 
ers built a nest behind hugh White Oak shingles 
that formed the siding of a residence at High Hamp- 
ton, Jackson Co., N. C., May 13, 14, and 15. The 
cavity was in the second story wall. Both birds par- 
ticipated in the building, which was closely watched 
by many members of the Carolina Bird Club, present 
at a meeting. 

Thrushes, Bluebirds —From 2 to 7 Swainson’s 
Thrushes were heard in full song at Columbus, Ga., 
between May 12 and 24 (LAW). Eastern Bluebirds 
apparently had a good season. Six nests were noted 
near Charleston; at Columbus they were thought to 
be “scarce, but not critically so” (LAW); Eastern 
Bluebirds “were hard to find at Winston-Salem” 
(JRG). 

W arblers.—Local nesters apparently were success- 
ful. Two records of singing Swainson’s Warblers 
are of particular interest: 2 were heard singing, 
April 16, and 3 others on May 1, in different parts 
of Jasper County, S. C. (BM, EOM); one was heard 
20 miles NW of Wilmington, June 18 (GM). At 
Raven Knob Camp, Watauga Co., N. C., a Black- 
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throated Green Warbler was heard singing several 
times during July—a first for that location for the 
observer (WPS). Near Wilson, N. C., two nests of 
Am. Redstarts were located, each with 4 eggs, June 
6 (GM). This is a ‘far east’ record for North Caro- 
lina. 

Bobolinks, Cowbirds, Sparrows.—Bobolinks again 
nested at North Wilkesboro; a female and 4 young 
were watched at length on June 3 (WPS). No eggs 
of the Brown-headed Cowbird were reported but 
the presence of an unusually large number of adults 
this summer was commented upon. Of the Seaside 
Sparrow nests noted in Charleston County, one con- 
tained young on May 22 (EC). At Thomasville, Ga. 
a female Bachman’s Sparrow was seen with two 
young out of the nest, June 5 (JD). 

Initialed Contributors—James E. Ames, Jr., E. 
Burnham Chamberlain, B. Rhett Chamberlain, Ernest 
Cutts, Harry T. Davis, Jack Dozier, Mrs. Dot Earle, 
John R. Gatewood, Edward D. Greaves, Jack P. Hail- 
man, Frederick V. Hebard, Richard G. Kuerzi, Greg 
Massey, Brooke Meanley, E. O. Mellinger, Frederic 
R. Scott, Wendell P. Smith, John K. Terres, Ivan 
Tomkins, L. A. Wells, Curtis T. Wilson —B. RHETT 
CHAMBERLAIN, Wadmalaw Island, S. C. 


FLORIDA REGION.—Except for a cold front that 
penetrated most of the Region for several days be- 
ginning on June 10, temperatures averaged normal 
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or slightly above. Rainfall was especially heavy in 
the northern two-thirds of the Peninsula in July. For 
the most part it has been heavier than normal through- 
out the Florida Region for the past 8 months, result- 
ing in high breeding populations of most water birds. 
Landbirds, with certain exceptions, also tend to thrive 
under these conditions, but shorebirds passing through 
in late July and August generally find no place to 
feed away from the coast. 

Comparative Abundance of Breeding Birds.—Be- 
cause of the limited time afield in the Tallahassee Di- 
vision in June and July, strict comparisons with other 
years seem inadvisable. In a few species, however, 
the differences were so great that their departure 
from normality seemed certain, with data from Leon 
County essentially agreeing with those from the 
coastal counties. Among these, the Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo and Indigo Bunting ran well above their 
normal ratio of birds-per-hour, whereas the White 
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Ibis, Turkey and Black Vultures, Mockingbird, Eas 
ern Bluebird, and Pine Warbler were far below. | 
Leon County alone, the Pine Warbler has been r 
corded in subnormal numbers in 62 of the past ¢ 
months; its deficit in the coastal counties is als. 
marked, but somewhat less impressive. 

Range Extensions.—The writer's opportunity to 
travel over Florida this summer much more than 
previously resulted in a number of records of species 
outside the limits of their known breeding ranges. 
(Other outlying records were sent by Paulson and 
White.) The nature of the work precluded a time- 
consuming search for nests, but it seems safe to 
conclude that the presence of a species, especiall; 
of a singing male, represented at least an intent 
to breed at the locality in cases where the location 
was reasonably near the known breeding grounds. The 
few instances where the distance from the nearest 
breeding grounds exceeded 100 miles (Black-and- 
white Warbler, Orchard Oriole, Indigo Bunting, and 
Brown-headed Cowbird) are discussed in more de- 
tail below. It is unfortunate that these records oc- 
curred in an area (Lake Okeechobee) where there 
are no resident field workers who could have pre- 
vided additional data on their occurrence. 

Fall Migration—No attempt at the interpreta- 
tion of summer records should be made without some 
knowledge of fall mig: ation dates, which vary greatly 
from species to species. It seems important here to 
reiterate that the fall migration of many species 
begins earlier in Florida than it does farther north, 
presumably because the individuals at the southern 
limit of the breeding range are the first to complete 
their breeding cycle. As a broad generality, it may 
be said that this mid-summer migration did not 
begin quite as early as usual this year, probably be- 
cause delayed vegetative growth northward had de- 
layed nesting. There were, however, the usual ex- 
ceptions to the rule. As is usual at this time of year, 
the mortality of birds at television towers was light. 
Stoddard found only 22 birds at the Leon County 
tower in July, only 4 of these before the morning of 
the 27th. Perhaps a greater proportion of this mi- 
gration is diurnal than is the case later in fall. 

Grebes, Tube-nosed Swimmers, and Frigate-birds. 
—There seems to be no indication that the Horned 
Grebe has ever spent an entire summer in the Florida 
Region, and 1 in breeding plumage at Sanibel Island, 
June 21 (HMS), is the latest of record. Another 
Audubon’s Shearwater was seen off Canaveral on 
July 14 (WFW), and a Wilson’s Petrel collected 
there from about 5 individuals, Aug. 5 (HMS, WFW). 
oddly appears to be the first Florida specimen. A 
group of more than 300 Magnificent Frigate-birds 
roosting on a small island near Cedar Key on Aug. 
7 (KLP) was an impressive number for North 
Florida. 

Wading Birds ——The Cattle Egret further consoli- 
dated its establishment in the Tallahassee Division 
when several pairs nested on Palmetto Island, off 
Spring Creek (HLS, HMS, LEW). A count of 6 
immature Reddish Egrets at Cape Canaveral, Aug. 
4 (WFW, HMS), was high for the Northern Penin- 
sula. One of the few state records of the White- 
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aced Ibis was authenticated when a bird at Fla- 
ingo was seen and recognizably photographed, June 
3 to 18 (WBR, DRP, e al.). The Am. Flamingo 
hich has frequented the Banana River, near Cocoa, 
for more than a year was joined by another on 
july 22 (WFW). 

Ducks.—Although the Mottled Duck is often 
thought of as a fresh-water inhabitant, they were 
found to range “‘well out into . . . Florida Bay” in 
nid-May (WBR). A Greater Scaup identified at 
Shell Point (Wakulla Co.) on June 18 (HGL, SLO) 
is the latest for Florida and, taken in conjunction with 
late records in 1959, suggests that all scaups sum- 
mering on salt water should be carefully scrutinized 
in the future. 


Kites and Hawks.—Further evidence accrued that 
the west side of Lake Okeechobee is a favored migra- 
tion route of the Swallow-tailed Kite in late summer 
when more than 50 were seen there on August 2 
(DRP). Comparatively few, probably local breeders, 
were in evidence there on June 25 and 26 (HMS). A 
Mississippi Kite seen at close range at Florahome, 
June 10 (HMS), indicates a further extension of its 
breeding range southeastward (see Audubon Field 
Notes 8:341). A Cooper's Hawk in Polk County on 
June 3 (DRP) approximately equaled its previous 
southernmost limit of breeding range. 

Limpkins, Rails, and Shorebirds —Another Limpkin 
reached the Florida Keys, this time on Key Largo, 
Aug. 13 (IJA); and the Sora set a new arrival 
date at Miami the same day (LAS). A Killdeer at 
Lanark on July 26 (HMS, SLO) is the first record 
in summer for Franklin County, as this species is 
strangely less common at that season in northwestern 
Florida than farther east and south. Small numbers 
of Lesser Yellowlegs near Lake Okeechobee on June 
25 and 26 (HMS) were of interest whether summer- 
ing birds or early fall migrants. The presence of many 
Knots in breeding plumage among a flock of 40 near 
Lanark, July 26 (HMS, SLO), pointed to the earliest 
fall arrival date for the Tallahassee Division. White- 
rumped Sandpipers at Flamingo on June 13, 14 
and 16 (WBR, DRP) were the latest of record for 
the spring migration in the Southern Peninsula. Note- 
worthy counts were made for this species at St. 
Petersburg (22 on June 8; HMS, FBS); for the 
Stilt Sandpiper at Cape Canaveral (60 on Aug. 4; 
WFW, HMS); for the Marbled Godwit near Lanark 
(25 on July 26; HMS, SLO); and the Black-necked 
Stilt near Lake Okeechobee (116, mostly adults, June 
25; HMS). 


Jaegers, Gulls, and Terns.—From the results of in- 
creased observations well out in the Gulf emerges the 
theory that the Parasitic Jaeger, if not other species of 
jaegers, is regular there in summer. This year that 
species was identified about 35 miles off Carrabelle 
on July 27 (EHS), and an unidentified jaeger was 
seen 8 to 10 miles off Alligator Point (Franklin 
Co.), July 12 (SLO). The inland summering of the 
Ring-billed Gull was indicated by the presence of 2 
each on June 25 and 26 in the Lake Okeechobee area 
(HMS). Two Gull-billed Terns near Inglis on June 
27 (HMS) apparently represented an extension of 





their inland range, and 1 was a rare visitant near 
St. Marks Light on July 9 (HGL, SLO). A Bridled 
Tern was seen 15 to 20 miles off Cocoa Beach on 
July 14 (WFW), and 2 were near the same place 
on Aug. 5 (HMS, WFW). A Sooty Tern strayed as 
far north as St. Petersburg, July 30 (Harry Slocum, 
FBS, et al.). This apparently injured bird wore a 
band, but it avoided capture. A Miami observer (IJA) 
has found the Sandwich Tern to be regular and rather 
common in late summer; this year it was first noted 
there on Aug. 9, and its numbers reached 35 by the 
end of the period. An unusual locality record was 
that of a Caspian Tern far inland—40 miles west 
of Miami, Aug. 14 (DRP). An oil-soaked Noddy 
Tern was found at Palm Beach on July 7, cleaned, 
fed, and released in good condition on July 19 
(RRC, fide HPL). A new bird for the United States 
was the Black Noddy (Anois minutus) found on 
the Dry Tortugas, July 13 and 17. There were two 
individuals, the first collected with a mist net, seen 
by WBR and many others. 

Non-passerine Landbirds—Smooth-billed Anis ap- 
peared to be unusually common in the Miami area 
in July (DRP). One of the few nests of the Bahaman 
race of the Common Nighthawk ever to be dis- 
covered in Florida was found on Plantation Key, and 
2 young were raised there (GBS, DNS, e/ ai.). 
Little accurate information has been published con- 
cerning the southern limit of the Chimney Swift's 
breeding range. This year it proved common as far 
south as Arcadia, and a few were seen at Nocatee, 
on June 26 (HMS). There are indications that the 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird begins migrating south- 
ward as early as mid-June, but birds seen at Miami 
on June 6 and 18 (DRP, LAS) tend to confirm its 
breeding there. Its range limits on the West Coast 
are not yet determined, and individuals seen on 
Sanibel Island, June 21, and Marco Island, June 22 
(HMS), may have been migrants. The same com- 
ment applies to a Belted Kingfisher at the former 
locality (HMS). 

Swallows and Jays.—The earliest Tree Swallows 
known to Florida appeared at Jacksonville, 4 on 
July 16 (KLP), and the Southern Peninsula broke 
its record at Miami on July 23 (LAS). A breeding 
colony of Rough-winged Swallows near Fort Meade 
was south of the species’ usual range, June 3 (DRP). 
Another anomalous June record of the Barn Swallow 
came from Seven-Mile Bridge, Florida Keys, on the 
21st (CAB). The Blue Jay, generally considered 
ubiquitous on the mainland, could not be found in 
the towns on the south and west sides of Lake 
Okeechobee, June 25 and 26, although 1 or 2 were 
heard in Moore Haven on Aug. 2 (HMS). Paren- 
thetically, it may be added, there seem to be no 
recent records for the Florida Keys. 

Thrashers, Thrushes, and Vireos—A_ Brown 
Thrasher on Sanibel Island on June 21 (HMS) was 
near or at its southwestern breeding limit. The 
Wood Thrush, which is largely confined to suburbs 
in the Tallahassee Division, was heard singing about 
10 miles north of Tallahassee on July 25 and 5 miles 
west on the 27th (HMS, e¢ al.). A Swainson’s Thrush 
found dead in Key West on May 27 (identified by 
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FH) provided a new spring departure date for 
Florida. The apparent breeding range of the Yellow- 
throated Vireo was extended southward to Fort 
Meade when 1 was heard in song there on June 3 
(DRP); 1 singing in Miami on Aug. 12 (ESD) was 
slightly earlier than any previous fall record for 
that division of the state. Two other vireos extended 
their previous known breeding limits: a Black- 
whiskered was heard in full song as far north as Cedar 
Key on June 27 (HMS), and the Red-eyed sang 
throughout late May and June a few miles west of 
Monroe Station (DRP, LAS). 

Warblers—My most surprising record of the 
summer was that of a Black-and-white Warbler in 
full song in Moore Haven, June 26. All possibility 
of error was eliminated when the bird was tracked 
down and seen to fly from its tree and pick up an 
insect from the street. Both on geographic and eco- 
logical grounds, its breeding there seems out of the 
question. The date most nearly approximates the fall 
migration (earliest: July 9), but its persistent singing 
weakens that interpretation. The known breeding 
range of the Parula Warbler was carried at least 80 
miles southwestward by the observation of an adult 
carrying food on the Peace River, west of Fort Ogden, 
on June 26; earlier that day 1 was singing a few 
miles east of Arcadia (HMS). A Cerulean Warbler 
near Princeton on Aug. 7 (DRP) was the earliest of 
4 fall records in the Southern Peninsula; and the dis- 
covery of 2 dead Pine Warblers at the Leon County 
TV tower, Aug. 8 (HLS), indicated a much earlier 
fall migration of that species than was generally 
suspected. A singing Prairie Warbler on the south 
side of Lake Iamonia (Leon Co.), June 18, moved 
the southern limit of discolor 5 miles southward, 
whereas 12 singing individuals (frequenting live 
oaks) at Cedar Key, June 27, presumably carried the 
range of collinsi northward. The Northern Peninsula 
had record-breaking arrival dates of the Ovenbird 
on Aug. 14 at Orlando (WMD) and the Louisiana 
Waterthrush on July 9 near Luraville (HMS). Ken- 
tucky Warblers also migrated earlier than ever be- 
fore known, 1 appearing at Leon County's TV tower 
on July 17 (HLS) and 1 at Florida State University’s, 
July 26 (HMS). An inadvertent omission from the 
last report was the second spring record for the 
Mourning Warbler in the Northern Peninsula, 1 at 
Jacksonville on May 12 (SAG). A range extension 
down the East Coast is shown by the regular occur- 
rence of 1 to 2 Yellow-breasted Chats (the male 
singing) near Rockledge, for about a month be- 
ginning June 27 (WFW, AE, JFP). 

Orioles, Cowbirds, Finches, and Sparrows.—Al|most 
as surprising as the Black-and-white Warbler was a 
one-year-old male Orchard Oriole in full song in 
Moore Haven, June 26 (HMS). Its fall migration 
dates are not well known, but probably are not that 
early. On the other hand, this locality is about 250 
miles south of its nearest known breeding grounds. 
Comparable to this record was that of a female or 
immature Brown-headed Cowbird at Clewiston, Aug. 
2 (DRP), except that non-breeding summer records 
of this species in North Florida have been known 
for many years. In recent years, though, its breeding 
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range has evidently crossed the Apalachicola Rive 
into the Florida Region, and 1 was seen south o 
Chattahoochee on July 11 of this year (HMS, ef al.) 
In any event, the earliest record for the Southern 
Peninsula before the Clewiston record was Septem 
ber 28. A southward range extension for the Indig: 
Bunting seems to be supported by somewhat mor 
detailed information. One singing near Luraville on 
July 9 (HMS) was near the previously known limits 
Several males and at least one female, the forme: 
singing, spent the summer near Rockledge, un- 
doubtedly breeding there, and first found on June 
12 (JFP, et al.). Culminating this southward surge 
was 1 in full song at Lake Harbor, more than 100 
miles south of Rockledge, on June 25 (HMS). A 
slight southward extension of range for the East 
Coast was established in the Rockledge area when a 
female Painted Bunting was seen on June 27 and 
a male on the 29th (AEE). An injured female Purple 
Finch broke the species’ departure date in the Florida 
Region by lingering until May 14 in Jacksonville 
(HER). A Chipping Sparrow collected near Lake Ia- 
monia on July 25 (SLO, HMS, et al.) was the second 
summer record for the Florida Region. 

Corrigenda.—In Audubon Field Notes, 14:301, last 
line of second column, change “1958” to “1959"’. The 
Black-bellied Plover record (p. 381) should be at- 
tributed to “SLO, GEK’’. 

Observers —IJA, I. Joel Abramson; CAB, Chris- 
tine A. Bonney; RRC, Robert R. Cointepoix; ESD, 
Eva S. Dickie; WMD, W. M. Davidson; AEE, Alonzo 
E. Ellis; SAG, S. A. Grimes; FH, Frances Hames; 
HGL, Horace G. Loftin; HPL, H. P. Langridge: 
SLO, Storrs L. Olson; DRP, Dennis R. Paulson; JFP, 
Jerry F. Pace; KLP, Kay L. Painter; HER, Mrs. H. 
E. Robinson; WBR, William B. Robertson; DNS. 
Donna N. Sprunt; EHS, Ernest H. Stevenson; FBS, 
Frances B. Smith; GBS, George B. Stevenson; HLS, H. 
L. Stoddard; HMS, Henry M. Stevenson; LAS, Louis 
A. Stimson; LEW, Lovett E. Williams; WFW, W. 
Foster White—HENRY M. STEVENSON, Biological 
Sciences Department, Florida State University, Talla- 
hassee, Florida. 


ONTARIO-WESTERN NEW YORK REGION. 
—Temperatures were slightly below normal with pre- 
cipitation slightly above. High water levels were gen- 
eral throughout the Region, covering many of the 
best shorebird flats. 

The situation regarding passerine birds in general, 
in at least the northern part of the Region, is best 
summed up by Mrs. L. de Kiriline Lawrence: ‘‘al- 
though certain families and species can be described 
as abundant and increasing, all insectivorous birds 
show, if not a decrease, at least an alarming lack of 
recovery from the great decline in numbers which be- 
came so marked with the disastrous spring migration 
of 1956.” 

Early Fall Migration—Fall migration may have 
started on July 1 when yellowlegs and ‘peep’ were 
seen at Hamilton (DRG). Most swallows (except 
Trees) had departed by the third week of August 
Early migrating warblers were reported early in Au- 
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gust and good numbers were seen in mid-August. 

Good Seed and Cone Crop.—There appears to have 
been a good growing season, and a good seed and 
cone supply is available for fall and winter feeding. 

Loons, Grebes, and Pelicans —A pair of Common 
Loons was seen at Luther Marsh, on June 18 (RP, 
WS, et al.). Two nests of the Red-necked Grebe, one 
containing 4 eggs, the other 1 egg and young on 
parents back, were found at the Luther Marsh (RP, 
WS, et al.), a new breeding area in the province. A 
nest of the Red-necked Grebe at Whitefish Lake, 
Thunder Bay, contained 1 egg on May 29 (AEA). A 
White Pelican found dead at the Kaministquia River, 
Thunder Bay District, on July 10 (AEA) was the first 
record of this species since the fall of 1947. 

Herons and Egrets—Two of the largest colonies, 
each containing about 150 nests, were located near 
Amherstburg (May 17) and on East Sister Island 
(June 1) (NC). The formerly large colony on 
Thorah Island, Lake Simcoe, is reported to be con- 
siderably reduced in numbers because of human in- 
terference (JLB). On June 1, 3 Common Egrets 
were seen on nests at East Sister Island and possibly 
5-10 pairs were present (NC). At Luther Marsh 2 
Common Egrets were seen on June 18 and raise the 
possibility of a further northward extension of breed- 
ing range (ML, RP, and BH). A Cattle Egret was 
photographed on June 25 at Black Ant Island in a 
breeding colony of Black-crowned Night Herons 
(CKM): photos in Royal Ontario Museum (JLB). 
The colony of about the usual 300 nests of Black- 
crowned Night Herons on East Sister Island was visited 
on June 1 and most nests contained young and a few 
had eggs. Least Bitterns were reported at Presque Isle 
during the summer (JH, JGS). 

Swans.—Near record numbers of Whistling Swans 
were reported at Fort William, Ont. om May 1 
(AEA). 

Ducks.—Many species seem to have enjoyed a bet- 
ter than average nesting season, for example: A. E. 
Allin reported that Black Ducks, Mallards, Pintails, 
Blue-winged Teal and Common Goldeneyes were very 


common at Fort William; and at Luther Marsh many 
nesting ducks, including Mallard, Blue-winged Teal, 
Am. Widgeon, Redhead, Ring-headed Duck and 
Ruddy Duck were observed (ML, BH, RP). Surf 
Scoter was added to Ontario's list of breeding birds 
this summer when Don Simpkins collected a female 
and small young at Shagamu Lake, Patricia District. 

Hawks and Eagles.—An interesting breeding rec- 
ord for the Goshawk was obtained on June 29 in 
Allegany State Park when 2 adults and a nest con- 
taining 2 young were observed (HDM, e¢ ai.). 

Gallinaceous Birds.—Rufted Grouse were reported 
as uncommon or rarely seen at Fort William (AEA), 
Pimisi Bay (LdeKL) and Lake Nipissing (HP). This 
contrasts with a report of a build-up in the Hali- 
burton Highlands (DHB). Further evidence of north- 
ward movement of Turkeys was provided by 2 seen 
near Sinclairville, N. Y. on July 10 (CB) and 5 at 
Napoli, N. Y. on July 10 (Knox). 

Rails —High water at Holland Marsh was apparent 
because of the absence of the small Yellow Rail colony 
there (fide DEB). 

Shorebirds—A nearly full-grown juvenile Piping 
Plover was seen at Long Point on July 16 (JW, ef 
al.). A Willet was observed on June 29 at Presque 
Isle, Pa. (R and RL). An apparent breeding colony 
of at least 8 Wilson's Phalaropes was discovered on 
June 18 at Luther Marsh (ML, RP, and BH). This 
species has been reported nesting there previously. An 
Am. Oystercatcher, previously seen on numerous oc- 
casions on Lake Ontario, was finally collected by the 
Royal Ontario Museum at Rosehill, on Lake Erie on 
July 21 (AG). A Wandering Tattler was seen at 
Windmill Point, Lake Erie, between July 12-15, the 
second report for Ontario (HDM, RR, AS, ef a/.). 

Gulls and Terns.—Ring-billed Gulls nested on a 
small rocky island just above the rim of the Horse- 
shoe Falls, Niagara River (HHA). A Little Gull was 
seen, Aug. 14 and 16, on Lower Humber River, 
Toronto, with Bonaparte’s Gulls (DEB, JLB). A new 
breeding colony of Common Terns was found on Bob- 
lo Island, in the Detroit River; 1080 young were 
banded on July 2 and 16, and Aug. 7 (WN). The 
Common Tern colony at Wellers Bay contained about 
one-third more breeding pairs. About 1600 young 
were banded on June 18-19 (JW). 

Doves, Cuckoos and Goatsuckers—Mourning Doves 
were again seen regularly at Fort William and seem 
to be steadily increasing (AEA). A Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo, found dead at Fort William, on July 1, was 
the third record for Thunder Bay District (RR). 
Common Nighthawks seemed slightly more numerous 
than usual at Pimisi Bay (LdeKL) and Toronto 
(DEB, JW). 

Flycatchers and Swallows—All species of  fly- 
catchers were reported scarce at Pimisi Bay (LdeKL); 
other observers reported Eastern Phoebes still down 
in numbers. A very early Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 
was seen at Toronto, July 24 (GMB). On July 31 a 
Western Kingbird was seen at Whitby by AT. Bank 
Swallows were virtually absent in the Thunder Bay 
area (AEA) and all species except Barn were scarce 
at Pimisi Bay (LdeKL). They were in at least aver- 
age numbers in southern Ontario. 
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Crows.—Most observers reported the Common Crow 
in above average numbers. 

Chickadees, Wrens and Brown Thrashers.—Black- 
capped Chickadees were numerous at Agawa Bay, 
Lake Superior in August (JW). House Wrens were 
reported as scarce at Huntsville and Lake Nipissing 
(HP) and not uncommon at Presque Isle, Pa. (J and 
JS) and Toronto (DEB). Six Brown Thrashers were 
seen on May 21 at Fort William. This is unusual as 
this species only entered the area about 10 years ago 
(AEA). 

Thrushes——Robins were reported as normal at 
Huntsville (HP), common at Fort William (AEA) 
and scarce at Pimisi Bay (LdeKL). Eastern Blue- 
birds remain very scarce throughout the Region. Many 
observers failed to see any, while the population at 
a nesting box project near Toronto was well below 
normal (DEB). 

Gnatcatchers and Vireos.—Blue-gray Gnatcatchers 
were numerous at the Pinery, on Lake Huron, Aug. 
5-7 (JW, PSW). All species of vireos, particularly 
the Red-eyed, have diminished remarkably in most 
localities near Pimisi Bay (LdeKL). Red-eyed Vireos 
also were found in below average numbers at Spar- 
row Lake, Simcoe County, while Warbling Vireos 
were present in usual numbers (DEB). 

Warblers.—A pair of Prothonotary Warblers nest- 
ed at Ivan, near London, May 28 (JL). A male Kirt- 
land’s Warbler was singing at Bull’s Lane, Hamilton 
on June 17 (GWN, JBM). Two Yellow-breasted 
Chats were seen at Dorion on May 21 (HA). A 
breeding-bird population study at Pottageville (25 
miles north of Toronto) showed Nashville Warblers 
considerably down in numbers while other warbler 
species were present in average numbers (GF). Sev- 
eral species of warbler—Black-and-white, Black- 
throated Green, Tennessee, Magnolia and Canada 
were numerous on Aug. 18-19, at Agawa Bay, Lake 
Superior (JW). These appeared to be migrating. 

Icterids —Brown-headed Cowbirds, Common Grack- 
les and Redwinged Blackbirds continued to increase 
over most of the area. An Eastern Meadowlark was 
heard singing on May 21 at Fort William (AEA). 
Bobolinks continued to increase in numbers at Fort 
William, occupying many new areas (AEA). Balti- 
more Orioles were reported scarce at Lake Nipissing 
(HP). A Yellow-headed Blackbird was reported on 
Aug. 11 at Heron Bay, Lake Superior (WES). 

Fringillids.—White-winged Crossbills were re- 
ported as very common at Fort William (AEA), 
Agawa Bay, Lake Superior (JW) and Algonquin 
Park (JLB). The colony of Henslow'’s Sparrows at 
Oshawa was again occupied and two nests were found 
on June 1 and 5 (GAS). Chipping Sparrows were 
very common at the Pinery, Lake Huron and Agawa 
Bay, Lake Superior (JW). One of the most interest- 
ing finds was a pair of White-throated Sparrows at 
Java Lake, Wyoming Co., N. Y. (HDM, RR, e¢ al.). 
The colony of Henslow’s Sparrows at Holland Marsh 
was reported up in numbers (Addison). 

Sub-Regional Editors —A. E. Allin, H. H. Axtell, 
Alice Kelley, Hazel Petty and Jean Stull. 

Contributors—R. F. Andrle, Mrs. Helen Atkinson, 
D. H. Baldwin, James L. Baillie, Clarence Beal, G. 
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M. Bennett, Winston Brockner, Richard Brownsteir 
R. Brooman, Craig Campbell, Norman Chesterfield, 
Arthur Clark, George Fairfield, Ario Gatti, D. R 
Gunn, B. Hagery, Grant B. Johnston, James Leach, 
Louise de Kiriline Lawrence, Robert and Ronald Leb. 
erman, Margaret Lemon, George Letchworth, Charles 
K. Mackenzie, Robert Mara, John Mehner, John B 
Miles, Harold D. Mitchell, Bernard Nathan, Walter 
Nickell, George W. North, R. Pickering, Carl Radder, 
R. Robb, Richard Rosche, W. Schaefer, A. Schaffner, 
E. L. Seeber, George A. Scott, W. E. Shore, Don 
Simpkins, Jean H. and James G. Skull, Alan Telfer, 
Mrs. B. Waters—DONALD E. BuRTON, 171 Strath- 
earn Road, Toronto 10, Ontario and JAMES Woop- 
FORD, Royal Ontario Museum, 100 Queen's Park, 
Toronto 5, Ont. 


APPALACHIAN REGION.—The summer weather 
hardly could have been called typical. Both June and 
July had lower than normal temperatures with July 
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being 124 day-degrees deficient at the Pittsburgh, Pa. 
weather station. Nothing like a normal summer heat 
wave ever developed. The June rainfall was deficient 
and was concentrated in the early part of the month 
coincident with the peak of the nesting season. July 
and August had normal rainfall and at the end of the 
period all streams and ponds were full. 

The cool, wet early June, following upon the cold 
spring, either delayed many species in attempting to 
nest or wiped out the early broods. Most species were 
late in fledging their young and there were more than 
the usual number of reports of extremely late nest- 
ings: Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Aug. 8 at Inwood, W. Va. 
(CM), Aug. 12 at East Liverpool, Ohio (NL); 
Robin, Aug. 7 at Charleston, W. Va. (COH); East- 
ern Bluebird at Huntington, W. Va. on Aug. 6 
(TDI); White-eyed and Yellow-throated Vireo on 
Aug. 3 at East Liverpool (NL); Warbling Vireo on 
Aug. 12 at Morgantown, W. Va. (GAH); and Song 
Sparrow on Aug. 12 at East Liverpool (NL) are all 
reports of nestings or young birds just out of the 
nest. Coupled with the late nesting was a prolongation 
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the normal song period for many species, particu- 

ly warblers. 

lhe general lateness of the season also was reflected 

. the delay in the onset of the fall migration. Ex- 
pt for a light scattering of shorebirds and the usual 
vallow congregations, no migration had developed by 
ec end of the period. This account is being written 
t an Operation Recovery Banding Station at 4000 
feet in the West Virginia mountains and to date 
(Aug. 27) there has been no sign of a migratory 
flight. 

Except for a few “‘disaster species,” breeding pop- 
ulations were about normal in most of the Region 
and several species were decidedly on the upgrade. 
Che Brooks Bird Club held its annual Foray in Tucker 
County, W. Va. in early June and the quantitative 
breeding studies made showed about normal nesting 
densities for most species although the area studied 
was a new one and previous data were not available 
for comparison. 

Disaster Species—Apparently the Eastern Bluebird 
was very greatly reduced during the late winter. From 
all over the Region came reports of great scarcity or 
even complete absence. Most of these reports are, of 
course, based on qualitative appraisals, but from War- 
ren, Pa., where William Highhouse continues his 
remarkable nesting box project for bluebirds, came 
some good quantitative data. Only 48 boxes were 
occupied for first nesting attempts as compared with 
65 for 1959. For the complete season there were 70 
nestings as compared with 98 last year (71%) but 
the success was somewhat better than last year with 
225 birds fledged as compared with 289 (78%). A 
phenomenal 97% of the eggs hatched produced a 
successful fledgling. This remarkable success was at- 
tributed to the use of a liquid flea powder prior to 
hatching which eliminates the screwworm fly larvae, 
which are apparently the principal reason for nesting 
mortality. 

With the Barn Swallow and the Purple Martin the 
picture is not quite so clear. To anyone driving 
through the farmland of the Region it was evident 
that there were fewer than normal numbers of Barn 
Swallows but the decline hardly seemed catastrophic. 
Some sample reports are: Indiana, Pa.—one nest in 
place of the usual four (CDW); one barn with one 
nest containing live young and five with dead young, 
only two adults seen and several dead birds found 
at Wheeling, W. Va. (CLC); Clarksville, Pa. popu- 
lation was only 33% of normal after the nesting 
season (based in part on netting and banding data, 
RKB). Purple Martins also were generally down, as 
much as 50% at Clarksville, Pa. (RKB). From Lines- 
ville, Pa. came the report of very late nestings but 
of normal numbers (fide FWP). At Morgantown, 
W. Va. the usual fall congregations were missing 
(MB) but at Wheeling, W. Va. aggregations of up 
to 5000 (mostly young birds) were reported (CLC). 
It is likely that neither of these last two reports 
represents more than possibly temporary changes in 
habit. 

Chimney Swifts were definitely in lower than nor- 
mal numbers but no good data are available to show 
this. Eastern Phoebes were far below normal through- 


out the Region and in the higher West Virginia 
mountains the breeding population of Hermit 
Thrushes was low. 

Herons, Ibis, and Waterfowl_—The post-breeding 
season wandering of the southern herons has been 
almost totally missing from our Region in recent 
years but the trend was reversed this year. Despite 
the less than normal numbers at Inwood, W. Va. 
(CM) and Youngstown, Ohio (VPM), the Common 
Egret was numerous throughout the Region and at 
Lexington, Va. it was reported to be more numerous 
than ever before (JJM). Snowy Egrets were reported 
from Chattanooga, Tenn. (first Hamilton County 
record) on July 30 and Aug. 15 (RLC), and from 
Elizabethton, Tenn. on July 23 (LRH). Miller re- 
ported Little Blue Herons to be very common in the 
Eastern Panhandle of West Virginia. This species 
was reported at Elizabethton, Tenn. on July 4 (LRH) 
and one seen at Wheeling, W. Va. on July 17 was 
noteworthy (CLC). The Brooks Bird Club found 
summering Least Bitterns along the Cheat River in 
Tucker County, W. Va., a previously unknown sta- 
tion for the species in the state. 

Very unusual were the reports of White Ibis at 
Andrew Jackson Lake near Knoxville, Tenn. on Aug. 
6 and 10 (JCH) and one near Chattanooga, Tenn. 
on Aug. 15 (RLC). 

Wood Ducks apparently had a good nesting season 
in most places and a pair of Gadwalls brought eff a 
brood of eight on a second nesting attempt at Butler, 
Pa. (FWP). Hooded Mergansers nested successfully 
at the McClintic Wildlife Station, Point Pleasant, 
W. Va. (COH). By mid-August a few migrant ducks 
had already arrived at this station (TDI). 

Hawks and Gallinaceous Birds—The only ob- 
servers to mention Cooper's Hawks reported unusual 
scarcities in western Pennsylvania (FWP) and west- 
ern Virginia (MB). The Goshawk nesting at Warren, 
Pa. mentioned in the Spring Report was apparently 
successful (WLH). All buteo species apparently had 
a good year. Sparrow Hawks were reported as being 
low in some places but high in others. 

In West Virginia the Conservation Commission re- 
ported that the Ruffed Grouse and Turkey popula- 
tions were higher than normal at the end of the 
winter but that fewer broods, and these of lower 
numbers, were raised. Bobwhite have been drastically 
reduced throughout most of the state; the June count 
of whistling cocks reached its lowest value in 12 
years (COH). In northern Pennsylvania Ruffed 
Grouse and Turkey were doing well although the 
broods were late (WLH). 

Shorebirds and Terns—The ample rainfall re- 
sulted in rather few mud flats and the early shore- 
bird flight was disappointing. Three Stilt Sandpipers 
at Chattanooga, Tenn. on Aug. 14 were the first on 
record for the county (RLC). Otherwise only small 
numbers of the common species were reported. 

Killdeer apparently suffered considerable mortality 
during the early spring and are now very scarce in 
northern West Virginia (MB) and western Pennsy!l- 
vania (FWP). Upland Plovers had a very fine nest- 
ing season at Youngstown, Ohio (VPM); and nested 
again at State College, Pa. (WSC) and at Clarks- 
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ville, Pa. (RKB). Their numbers were low in eastern 
West Virginia (CM), while at Indiana, Pa. highway 
and housing developments eliminated their breeding 
grounds (CDW). 

A Common Tern at Wheeling, W. Va. on June 13 
was unusual (GHB) as was a Black Tern at Lexing- 
ton, Va. on July 19 (JJM). 

Cuckoos, Owls, and Goatsuckers—A Saw-whet 
Owl was seen on several occasions in early June near 
State College, Pa. (WSC). Whip-poor-wills remained 
very scarce in northern West Virginia and western 
Virginia (MB). Common Nighthawks continue to 
increase in cities where they were absent a few years 
ago, such as Wheeling (CLC) and Morgantown, 
W. Va. (GAH). The first migrating flocks of night- 
hawks were seen in Elizabethton, Tenn. on Aug. 13 
(LRH) but none had appeared elsewhere. 

The increase in both cuckoo species continued 
throughout the Region, and the usually secretive 
birds are now common enough to attract attention 
of the non-ornithological public. One lady in West 
Virginia was overheard to remark that they were, 
“a new kind of bird the government was introducing 
to combat the tent caterpillars.” 

Wood peckers.—Red-bellied Woodpeckers continued 
to increase to the northward and one spent the sum- 
mer at State College, Pa. (WSC). A Red-headed 
Woodpecker at Warren, Pa. on July 13 was note- 
worthy (WLH). Most unusual for our Region was 
a family group of 3 Red-cockaded Woodpeckers at 
Chickamauga National Military Park, Ga. on June 
20 (RLC). 

Flycatchers and Swallows —A Western Kingbird 
was reported from Huntington, W. Va. on Aug. 6 
and a rather early migrant Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 
was reported from the same place on Aug. 15 (TDI). 
Least Flycatchers were observed for the first time in 
the summer at East Liverpool, Ohio (NL). Traill’s 
Flycatcher continues its spread in the Region. One 
sang for some time at Wheeling, W. Va. and finally 
left after July 18, possibly unmated (CLC). A nest- 
ing at Ashton, Mason Co., W. Va. was far out of 
its previous range in the state (TDI). Four nests 
were found near Elizabethton, Tenn. where they 
nested for the first time last year, and 2 other nests 
at one location and a singing male at another were 
observed within a few miles although 2500 feet 
higher than Elizabethton (LRH). At least two nest- 
ing records were made at State College, Pa. (WSC). 

Tree Swallows were missing as nesting birds near 
Niles, Ohio (VPM) but at Warren, Pa. Highhouse 
reported 13 successful nestings in his boxes (double 
last year's count) and 62 young fledged. That modern 
technical and industrial advances do not always have 
to be disadvantageous to wildlife was illustrated by 
the colony of 100 nests of Bank Swallows in the piles 
of precipitated fly-ash from a coal-burning power 
plant near Warren, Pa. (WLH). 

Corvids and Wrens——Members of the Brooks Bird 
Club found a nest (unsuccessful) of the Black- 
billed Magpie in Canaan Valley, Tucker Co., 
W. Va. Full details will be published elsewhere. Fish 
Crows were found in a mountain valley in Rocking- 
ham County, Va. not far from their normal range in 


the Shenandoah Valley but unusval 
(FRS). Blue Jays have always been unaccountal y 
scarce in the upper Ohio Valley although they a-e 
common in the Region not over 40 miles to tne 
west. This year they have been more common thin 
usual near Wheeling and have apparently nested 
there (GHB). 

House Wrens, apparently unaffected by the bad 
weather of the spring, are in good numbers through- 
out the Region. At Oglebay Park, Wheeling, W. Va. 
Breiding reports them to have returned after having 
been strangely absent for several years. Bewick’s 
Wrens, on the other hand, have remained uncommon 
in West Virginia, although Bell reported two nest- 
ings near Clarksville, Pa. Long-billed Marsh Wrens 
were found along the Cheat River in Tucker County, 
W. Va. by Brooks Bird Club members, a new station 
for the state. 

Mimids and Thrushes.—Catbirds were generally 
reported as being above normal in numbers and they 
had a very successful breeding season. The Mocking- 
bird continues to push northward and upward. Several 
nestings were reported near Wheeling, W. Va. for 
the first time (GHB). 

Robins continued to be in reduced numbers and 
while the late season nestings were generally success- 
ful few young were produced from the early ones. 
At Butler, Pa. Preston feels that the local population 
was almost entirely eliminated during the winter. 

Warblers —Blue-winged Warblers seem to be de- 
creasing in their breeding range along the Upper 
Ohio Valley in West Virginia (GHB). Golden- 
winged Warblers were in good numbers in the West 
Virginia mountains (BBC) and they were found as 
low as 1600 feet in northwestern Virginia (FRS). 
The Parula Warbler was very common in Tucker 
County, W. Va. and members of the Brooks Bird 
Club found a total of nine nests. At Mountain Lake, 
Va., where it was once common, the Magnolia War- 
bler was quite scarce this year (MB) as it had been 
last year (BBC). Yellow-throated Warblers have be- 
come rather common in the vicinity of Charleston, 
W. Va. (GFH). Prairie Warblers were scarce near 
State College, Pa. (WSC) but their occurrence in 
Indiana County, Pa. represents a local range exten- 
sion (CDW). 

A Blackpoll Warbler at Huntington, W. Va. on 
Aug. 7 (TDI) was remarkably early and with a 
Northern Waterthrush on Aug. 13 at Elizabethton, 
Tenn. (LRH) represented the only reports of the 
early fall migration. 

Icterids, Tanagers, and Finches—The remarkable 
upsurge in the numbers of all species of icterids con- 
tinues without let-up. Most noticeable has been the 
Common Grackle, which has increased remarkably 
along the western slopes of the Alleghenies where it 
has been rare; it has become a real problem to or- 
chardists in the Eastern Panhandle of West Virginia 
(CM). Redwinged Blackbirds, Brown-headed Cow- 
birds, and Baltimore Orioles also are booming. 

A Scarlet Tanager was seen and heard on several 
occasions in late June at Chickamauga Park, Ga. but 
no nest was found (RLC). 

The first record for nesting Dickcissels in Hamil- 
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, County, Tenn. was made on June 5 (RLC). A 

1e Grosbeak near Mountain Lake, Va. in July was 

2 first Giles County record (MB). 

Purple Finches continue to spread southward. At 

ist Liverpool, Ohio they nested successfully (the 

cond occurrence there) (NL), and three nestings 

ccurred at Niles, Ohio (VPM). This southward 

trend also may have been represented by the birds 
seen at Point Pleasant, W. Va. on July 5 (TDI) and 
at Sewickley, Pa. on June 13 (CHLS). 

Henslow’s Sparrows nested at Indiana, Pa. (CDW) 
and in July and August became quite common at 
Morgantown, W. Va. (MB). 

Contributors.—Ralph K. Bell, George H. Breiding, 
Maurice Brooks, William S. Clarke, Jr., Rock L. Com- 
stock, Jr., Charles L. Conrad, Brooks Bird Club, 
Charles O. Handley, Lee R. Herndon, William L. 
Highhouse, Joseph C. Howell, George F. Hurley, 
Tom. D. Igou, Mrs. Nevada Laitsch, Vincent P. 
McLaughlin, Clark Miller, J. J. Murray, Frank W. 
Preston, C. H. L. Schuette III, Fred. R. Scott, Cora 
D. Williams—Gerorce A. HALL, Department of 
Chemistry, West Virginia University, Morgantown, 
W’. Va. 


WESTERN GREAT LAKES REGION.—In Min- 
nesota the last half of June was cool and wet. July 
weather was pleasant except for the last few days 
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when it became hot and humid. This weather extended 
on into the first few days of August. Rainfall was 
about normal. It was the wettest June since 1902 in 
Michigan. Precipitation was 6.6 in. It was also colder 
than normal. On June 13-14 there was a severe 
storm during which two inches of cold rain fell. 
The cool weather continued on into July but rainfall 
was not excessive. Severe storms on the 22nd did 
considerable damage (Mrs. Neil T. Kelley). In Wis- 
consin there was more moisture than usual in early 
summer (Dr. Charles A. Kemper). 

Grebes—A Red-necked Grebe with 2 young was 
seen on Grass Lake, Minneapolis, Minn., July 1 
(Mrs. R. D. Whitesell). 

Herons.—The colony of Great Blue Herons in 
Roscommon County, Mich. was about the same size 
as in previous years, about 50 nesting pairs. A colony 
on Stony Island in the Detroit River also was active. 











Common Egrets numbering 15 were present and al- 
though this species had nested there in previous 
years no nests were found (Walter P. Nickell). A 
large heronry in Lake St. Clair that had been active 
for 40 years, and which was deserted in 1956 be- 
cause of dying vegetation in changing water levels, 
is still inactive. Black-crowned Night Herons formerly 
nested there. However, several were observed in Oak- 
land County but no colony nesting was found (Katke). 
A greater number of Least Bitterns were present in 
Roscommon County. Five nests were found in late 
June (Postupalsky). In a large heronry in Rice Coun- 
ty, Minn. there were approximately 500 Great Blue 
Heron nests in July. In the same heronry there were 
five nests of the Common Egret (Orwin Rustad). In 
Houston County three nests of the Yellow-crowned 
Night Heron were found on July 9; two contained 
young (Brother Theodore). 

Geese.—In Minnesota the U. S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service has established nesting areas for Canada Geese 
in Mud Lake National Wildlife Refuge, Marshall 
County, and in Tamarac National Wildlife Refuge, 
Becker County. The number of geese was small 
in each area but continues to increase every year 
(Harvey Nelson). 

Ducks.—In Michigan the Conservation Department 
aerial survey of breeding grounds showed that the 
number of local ducks was below average for the 
past ten years. The cold weather in March slowed 
migration; heavy rain and snow in April and May 
hampered nesting (Kelley). A late nesting of the 
Wood Duck was found 40 feet up in an oak tree, 
July 13. On July 17 the female and 9 downy 
young were observed in an adjacent pond (Katke). 
In Minnesota there was a 15% decrease in the breed- 
ing duck population from the 1959 level but 17% in- 
crease over the average for the five previous years. 
Ponds, sloughs and marshes were checked and it was 
found that water conditions had improved this year 
(Forrest Lee). In Ramsey County a female Wood 
Duck with 5 young was seen on June 29 and an- 
other female with 3 young was seen on July 3 (A. C. 
Rosenwinkel). A Red-breasted Merganser followed by 
24 young was observed off the north shore of Lake 
Superior near Tofte, July 29 (Marie Aptreith). 

Hawks.—In Michigan a nest in Monroe County 
was used again this year by Bald Eagles but no 
young were seen. Both adults were present in late 
April. Another nest containing two young was found 
on May 29 in Iosco County (Postupalsky). In Min- 
nesota a pair of Broad-winged Hawks nested in 
Roberts Sanctuary, Minneapolis and another pair 
nested in Scott County. 

Gallinaceous Birds—In Minnesota Bobwhites ap- 
parently are becoming scarcer. In a few areas they were 
heard calling but no nest was reported. The breeding 
population of Ring-necked Pheasants increased 10% 
over last year. The number of Ruffed Grouse and 
Sharp-tailed Grouse was up about 15%. Hungarian 
Partridges numbered about the same (Don Levin). A 
pair of Common Gallinules nested in a small lake in 
Minneapolis, Minn. and raised 6 young (Mrs. R. E. 
Whitesel). In Michigan the number of Bobwhites 
was reduced. They were absent this year in areas 











where they nested commonly before. Ring-necked 
Pheasants were reported with small broods this year 
(Kelley). 

Gulls and Terns.—In Michigan about 500 pairs of 
Herring Gulls were present in a colony at Rogers City 
and 1165 young were banded. Ring-billed Gulls had 
increased by about 500 pairs over last year and 
1960 young were banded. On June 13 a cold wet 
rain and high wind occurred which by June 15 had 
resulted in the death from exposure of 600 to 800 
young Ring-billed Gulls. Most of these young were 
too large to be brooded and protected. Birds still 
younger were not seriously harmed. Frem June 5 to 
July 30 2824 young Common Terns were banded on 
Belle Isle, a city park beside the Detroit River. Many 
young birds were still not on the wing by Aug. 8 
because of late renesting after destruction of early 
nests by mowing. The colony contained about 1300 
pairs, approximately the same number as last year 
(Nickell). In Wisconsin about 50 Forster's Terns 
were seen at Horicon Marsh, June 29. Young were 
flying there on July 25 (Tom Soulen). Four nests 
of the Forster's Tern were found in a lake in Minne- 
apolis in June (Robert Janssen). 

Doves.—The Mourning Dove was at peak of 
abundance in Michigan this season (Kelley). In Wis- 
consin the nesting was slightly less than in the 
past few years (Kemper). In Minnesota the nest- 
ing appeared to be normal. 

Woodpeckers.—In the Detroit area of Michigan 
there has been an increase in the number of Red- 
headed Woodpeckers each year since 1951. Several 
new stations were reported this year and 2 nesting 
pairs were found in a very small area in a suburban 
residential section (Katke). 

Flycatchers, Swallows.—In Minnesota Purple Mar- 
tins were reportedly less abundant. Many martin 
houses were unoccupied. Only 9 pairs of martins 
were found nesting in 4 widely scattered localities 
(Drew Simonson). Bank Swallows had a good year. 
Hundreds of them were concentrated on a dirt road 
in Scott County, July 24, about 75% of which were 
immatures (Mary Lupient). In Washington County, 
July 18, there were 18 Western Kingbirds, adult 
and immature (John Hall). In Michigan reports on 
the Eastern Phoebe were conflicting. A few observers 
found them nesting in accustomed places, raising two 
broods (R. A. Rutley, Jr. and Postupalsky). No nest 
was found on the 300 acre Cranbrook estate where 
they were previously common. In 1955 there were 
75 nests under bridges in Oakland County. Last 
year there were none in these locations and _ this 
year there were 2 nests (Nickell). Barn Swallows 
were found in a colony at North Hudson that con- 
tained 200 pairs in 1959. Very few pairs are there 
this year. However, they were abundant in Rogers 
City (Nickell). 

Titmice.—Tufted Titmice raised 2 young in Scott 
County, Minnesota (Mrs. C. L. Patclun). Another 
nesting in Hennepin County produced 2 young (Mrs. 
Harlow Hanson). One young titmouse was banded 
on Aug. 14 in Ramsey County (Mrs. Murray Oly- 
phant). 

W'rens.—In Minnesota both Long-billed and Short- 








billed Marsh Wrens were scarce. Very few were sc-n 
and no nests located. 

Thrushes.—Minnesota observers sent conflicting .. 
ports regarding the abundance of Robins and Eastc:n 
Bluebirds. Some thought the number was normal, 
others that the population was down somewhat. 
Robins began flocking the first week in August 2l- 
though there were reports of late nestings. The latest 
was a nest containing three eggs found on July 29 
in Winona County (Harvey Gunderson). There were 
between 40 and 50 adult and immature Eastern Blue- 
birds bathing in a spring-fed pool in Scott County, 
Aug. 20 (Lupient). In Michigan very few Robins were 
reported nesting, especially in areas where spraying 
was done. Banders reported that very few immatures 
were caught. Bluebirds remained scarce although a 
few observers had their usual 1 or 2 nesting pairs 
(Kelley). In Wisconsin Robins and Eastern Bluebirds 
had seriously declined in numbers (Kemper). In 
Beloit the bluebird nesting was normal but Robins 
were scarce (Mrs. Joseph Mahlum). 

Warblers—No nests of the Yellow Warbler were 
found in Bloomfield Twp., Oakland County this sum- 
mer. Six years ago 22 pairs nested there (Nickell). 
They were near normal in abundance at Pontiac Lake, 
Oakland County (L. Leuz). The Am. Redstart was 
again uncommon in areas where it formerly was 
abundant up to four years ago (Kelley). 

Blackbirds, Orioles —A pair of Brewer’s Blackbirds 
nested in the shrubbery near the Museum of Natural 
History in Minneapolis, Minn. (John Jarosz). A pair 
of Orchard Orioles raised 2 young in Washington 
County (Mrs. William Davidson). Yellow-headed 
Blackbirds nested in unusually large numbers in 
Crow Wing County (George T. Ryan). In June of 
this year a Brewer's Blackbird nest with 4 young was 
found in Missaukee County, Mich. and a nest with 3 
young and 2 unhatched eggs was found in Kal- 
kaska County, Mich. (Postupalsky).—Mary LuPIent, 
Minnesota Museum of Natural History, Minneapolis, 
Minn. 


MIDDLEWESTERN PRAIRIE REGION.—Ten- 
peratures averaged below normal and precipitation 
ranged from normal to above normal throughout the 
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Region. At Cleveland, Ohio, no day had a tempera- 
ture as high as 90°. It was the wettest June in 11 
years at Iowa City, Iowa and southeastern Indiana 
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id a 6-inch excess of precipitation in that month. 
vere thunderstorms produced flash floods at Louis- 
le, Ky. (5.1 inches of rain in 12 hours) and at 
Lexington, Ky. (7.1 inches of rain in 30 hours) on 
june 23. Data are not available to evaluate the prob- 
able loss of nests in these areas. 

Pelicans, Herons——From 10 to 15 non-breeding 
White Pelicans were seen in the Davenport, Iowa 
area (fide Peter Petersen, Jr.). The Great Blue Heron 
rookery at Winous Point, near Port Clinton, Ohio, 
had an estimated 800 pairs this season, compared 
to 300 and 600 pairs in 1958 and 1959, respectively 
(Laurel Van Camp). Relatively few Little Blue 
Herons were reported. A Cattle Egret was sighted 
at Winous Point, Aug. 14 (fide LVC). Common 
Egrets appeared in numbers only in Illinois; at Ha- 
vana, they outnumbered Great Blue Herons 10 to 1 
(Ferd Luthy). In a rookery at New Boston, III. nest- 
ing Common Egrets increased 20 per cent (Robert J. 
Trial). Small numbers of Yellow-crowned Night Her- 
ons nested near Columbus, Ohio (Milton B. Traut- 
man), New Boston (RJT), and Des Moines, Iowa 
(Woodward H. Brown). Least Bitterns and Am. Bit- 
terns were “very scarce” in the Lake Erie marshes, 
Ohio (LVC). 

Waterfowl—A Canada Goose nest in Ottawa 
County, Ohio was successful (LVC). A Fulvous 
Tree Duck sighted several times between May 28 
and July 10 at Indianapolis, Ind. may have been an 
escaped bird (William Buskirk, Jr.; Charles E. Kel- 
ler). Some Mallard nests at Cleveland were aban- 
doned as a result of high water levels (William and 
Nancy Klamm, fide Bertram C. Raynes). Mallards, 
Black Ducks, Blue-winged Teal, and Wood Ducks 
nested in greater numbers than during the “‘past 
several years’ throughout Ohio’s Lake Erie marshes; 
in the same area, a few Pintails (2 broods) and 
Green-winged Teal (1 nest) bred, while 2 pairs of 
Shovelers probably nested (LVC). Breeding Wood 
Ducks on 9 stream transects (143 miles) in Indiana, 
censused annually since 1950, were 12 per cent less 
than in 1959 (Edward L. Richardson). At the Chau- 
tauqua National Wildlife Refuge, Havana, Ill. 20 
per cent fewer young Wood Ducks were produced 
than in 1959 (K. Duane Norman). 

Hawks, Gallinaceous Birds, Rails, Phalaropes.—In 
Ohio, 4 of 6 Bald Eagle nests in Ottawa County 
failed; 2 of 3 were successful in Sandusky County, 
and an Erie County nest was a failure. In all, 6 
young were fledged (LVC). Two Ospreys were seen 
at Cleveland, July 9 (WK, NK). The Greater Prairie 
Chicken is headed for extinction in Indiana. Only 3 
booming grounds (totaling 49 males) were located— 
a 44 per cent loss from 1959 (William E. Ginn). 
Bobwhites held their own at Crab Orchard National 
Wildlife Refuge, Carterville, Ill., despite the heavy 
snows of last spring (Lee Bush), and were notice- 
ably more abundant at Louisville (Mrs. F. W. 
Stamm) and Bowling Green, Ky. (Gordon Wilscn). 
None was seen at Libertyville, Ill. (Mrs. Patricia R. 
Snider). Breeding populations of the Ring-necked 
Pheasant were 20 per cent below those of 1959 in 
northeastern Illinois, according to the Illinois De- 
partment of Conservation. At least 3 pairs of Soras 








nested at Lafayette, Ind. (Irving W. Burr). At 
Chicago's 103rd Street cinder flats, 7 nests of Wilson's 
Phalarope were studied (Harold Fetter, Helen Lane). 

Doves, Owls, Woodpeckers, Swallows.—According 
to roadside call counts, the Mourning Dove popula- 
tion in the Havana, Ill. area was down about 20 
per cent (KDN). Van Camp banded 33 young Barn 
Owls in 5 nests in Ohio. The Red-headed Wood- 
pecker showed a marked increase at Iowa City (Fred 
W. Kent) and was more numerous than usual at 
Lafayette, Ind. (Brad Lane). Rough-winged Swallows 
were decreased at Utica, Ohio (Mrs. C. R. Wagner). 
Cliff Swallows (9 pairs) returned to nest after an 
absence of 2 years near Cleveland (Vera Carrothers, 
fide BCR), and at Utica 3 pairs nested, for the 
first time in 17 years (Mrs. CRW). The number 
of nesting swallows was appreciably lower this year 
in Ottawa County, Ohio, probably as a result of 
mortality suffered there this spring; however, nest- 
ing success was good (LVC). Purple Martins showed 
a 14 per cent decrease at Blue Island, Ill. (Karl E. 
Bartel). 

Wrens, Mockingbirds, Thrushes—A shortage of 
House Wrens was noted at Louisville (Mrs. FWS) 
and Bowling Green, Ky. (GW); Cleveland (Owen 
Davies) and Columbus, Ohio (MBT); and Liberty- 
ville (Mrs. PRS) and Blue Island, Ill. (KEB). Only 
near New Castle, Ind., were numbers near normal 
(Mrs. H. A. Baker), while at Quincy, Ill. the num- 
ber of wren nests in bluebird houses increased (T. E. 
Musselman). Long-billed Marsh Wrens staged a 
definite comeback this year in central and northern 
Ohio, after several years of low nesting density 
(MBT). Nesting Mockingbirds near New Castle were 
at their lowest since 1956; although the winter popu- 
lation was normal, the spring arrivals appeared in re- 
duced numbers (Mrs. HAB). Robins were lower in 
numbers than during 1950-55 at Columbus (MBT), 
down 30 to 50 per cent at Utica (Mrs. CRW), and 
decreased at Iowa City (FWK). Nesting Robins have 
increased only 5 per cent at Blue Island, where 
none were known to nest in 1959 following hepta- 
chlor spraying; an estimated 5 per cent fledged young 
this season (KEB). Most observers commented on 
the absence of the Eastern Bluebird, and not a single 
area showed an increase. Bluebirds were ‘‘almost nil” 
at South Bend, Ind. (fide Mrs. J. P. Buck); none 
was seen at Blue Island (KEB); none was recorded 
from Feb. 11 to Aug. 18 at Mammoth Cave National 
Park, Ky. (GW); at Utica, it was ‘‘almost absent” 
(Mrs. CRW). Most first nests failed at Quincy, while 
second nests were only 60 per cent of normal (TEM). 

Shrikes, Vireos, Warblers —Loggerhead Shrikes 
were all but absent at Libertyville (Mrs. PRS). The 
Yellow-throated Vireo was drastically reduced at Utica 
(Mrs. CRW). A Solitary Vireo nest near Cleveland 
was abandoned, June 26 (VC). Magnolia Warblers 
(4 to 6) and Canada Warblers (up to 4) were seen 
at Stebbin’s Gulch, Geauga Co., Ohio, June 18 and 
July 4 (OD). A pair of Canada Warblers remained 
from June 6 to July 3 near Baileytown, Ind. (Vir- 
ginia Reuter-skiold) and acted as though it had a 
nest; another pair appeared in Indiana Dunes State 
Park (Raymond Grow). 
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Icterids, Fringillids—On May 21, a male Yellow- 
headed Blackbird was observed in a marsh at Cleve- 
land; it stayed until mid-June despite persistent 
harassment from nesting Redwinged Blackbirds (Mike 
Stasko, fide OD). Two Brewer's Blackbirds were 
found at Cleveland, July 3 (OD). At Blue Island, 
150 Common Grackle nests were located in 2 ceme- 
teries that usually contain a total of 25 nests (KEB). 
A pair of Blue Grosbeaks was sighted in Mason 
County, Ill., May 21 and June 6, but no nest was 
found (FL). Two adult and 4 immature Purple 
Finches at a feeder in Cleveland were thought to have 
nested locally (BCR).—RussELL E. MuMForp, De- 
partment of Forestry and Conservation, Purdue Uni- 
versity, Lafayette, Ind. 


CENTRAL SOUTHERN REGION.—During the 
nominal nesting season birds of unknown local breed- 
ing status appear, and some even summer in large 
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numbers. These birds provide an aura of mystery to 
summer bird-study, for neither observer nor compiler 
is certain whether these birds are vagrants, summer 
residents, or northbound or southbound migrants. 
Nevertheless, in order to be more informative and to 
point these birds out for possible future investigation, 
the present report is somewhat arbitrarily divided into 
those species that are known to breed in the Central 
Southern Region and those that are not. 

The little available weather data indicate that 
temperatures were close to normal and no tropical 
storms of consequence reached the Region. Vaiden 
reports the Rosedale (Miss.) weather as ‘terribly 
dry since April.” The same situation in much of 
interior Alabama is reflected in the mid-August an- 
nual deficiency of 11 inches of precipitation at Bir- 
mingham, Ala. The severe and late winter appears to 
have had little adverse effect on breeding birds. How- 
ever, two February and March ice storms, which 
damaged most of the trees above 1100 feet in the 
northern 75 miles of Alabama, are the apparent imme- 
diate cause of an increase on these mountain tops of 
the Red-headed Woodpecker and Common Nighthawk 
(ELC, TAI). 
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The only general estimates of nesting success 
necessarily local and subjective: Pensacola, sumn 
birdlife at ‘‘an all-time low in this area’’ (Westor 
Rosedale, ‘‘a most successful breeding season” (Va 
en); Birmingham, ‘about average’ (Imhof). 

Disaster Species —The outlook for the Brown P 
can is still discouraging. Only about 200 pairs wire 
reported nesting in the North Islands of the Chan- 
deleurs (La.) on April 20 (JMV, JW) as compare 
to a 1956 estimate of 3000 adults and a 1958 one 
of “thousands” (fide RJN). Many reports of low 
numbers or complete absence of these big birds 
within 100 miles of the colony amply verify the low 
estimate. The real cause of the decline is apparently 
still in operation and still unknown. If summer storms 
were solely responsible, the species probably would 
have long since become extinct. The Eastern Phoebe 
is still missing from many of its breeding stations 
on the fringe of its range in northern Alabama 
(TAI); and in northern Mississippi the second 
farthest south nest, a double-decker on the Yocona 
River Bridge south of Oxford discovered on June 12 
(BBC), is obviously not a recent extension. The 
House Wren bred successfully for the third time in 
the last 4 years in Nashville (ARL). It reached the 
Mississippi River near Tiptonville, Tenn., where 
a singing bird was noted on May 22, and 2 singing 
birds on July 10 (BBC). It appears that either this 
species is back in normal numbers (which would be 
possible for a species with such a high reproduc- 
tive potential) or something besides population pres- 
sure has caused these birds to appear and remain for 
some time in two well-watched areas. The Eastern 
Bluebird seems to be in worse shape than ever in 
Tennessee, where Mrs. Laskey reports from Warner 
Parks in Nashville ‘the lowest nest-box popula- 
tion in 25-30 years!” However, in Alabama, at least 
from Montgomery northward, the species seems to 
be improving as shown by 20 birds counted in 200 
miles of Federal highway in 2 May trips (TAI), 
by many broods awing in July, and by a report of 
3 broods raised in one nest box (BHC). The Pine 
Warbler is still below its normal numbers in Alabama 
and Northwest Florida (FMW, TAI). 


+ 


Other Breeding Birds 

Herons and Ibises—Five nests of the Reddish 
Egret with young, one brood at least 25 days old, 
were discovered on April 20 on North Island of the 
Chandeleurs (JMV, JW) to furnish the second proof 
of breeding in Louisiana, both from the same locality. 
As a probable consequence of this early and un- 
doubtedly successful nesting, single Reddish Egrets 
turned up on Dauphin Island, Ala. a week early on 
July 16 (DCH) and even earlier in Mississippi on 
Cat Island on July 9 (LEW). A specimen of the 
Cattle Egret obtained at Pascagoula, Miss. on May 
29 (LEW) establishes this species in all the salt- 
water states of this Region. This species was seen 
farther inland than ever before in two states: Louisi- 
ana, 5 at Carville on Aug. 7 (BMM); Alabama, 15- 
20 at Tensaw for at least the first half of June 
(BWW) and 16 adults 15 miles southeast of Dothan 
near a heronry on July 6 (JEK). A Louisiana Heron 
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lected at Lake Beulah, Miss. on June 28 (MGV, 
.F) was another usually coastal species far inland. 
.n Am. Bittern on July 24 at Bay St. Louis, Miss. 
3GC) could be a local breeder or an early fall 

grant. Evidence of a successful nesting season 
for the White Ibis came from reports of 75 imma- 
iures at Pearl River, Miss—La. on June 15 (JLD), 
hundreds” north of Mobile on July 15 (DCH), and 
one immatures that wandered to such seldom-visited 
places as Lake Whittington, Miss. on July 4 (2nd 
collection in 42 yearr—MGV, EG), Rosedale, Miss., 
Aug. 14 (MGV, AF), and Birmingham on July 28 
(found dead—JBS, only 2 previous records, both 
in 1951). Although waders as a group apparently 
fared well this year, they were not without their 
troubles, for 3 men are reported to have raided one 
Louisiana heronry, each taking a.sack of young 
birds (fide ART). 

Ducks, Kites, Hawks.—The first nest of the Mot- 
tled Duck for Alabama, discovered with 8 eggs on 
Dauphin Island on May 16 (CWS), furnished the 
second record of breeding in the state, since young 
were seen on the island 5 years earlier. In Mississippi 
still without specimen or breeding evidence—the 
species was seen twice in July at Bay St. Louis with 
a maximum of 18 on the 24th (LEW, SGC). A 
pair of Blue-winged Teal with 4 young on June 13 
on the Paint Rock River near Huntsville (JCR) es- 
tablished the seventh positive breeding record for 
Alabama and the third for the Tennessee Valley of 
this state. Swallow-tailed Kites were again reported 
from the Atchafalaya Basin, La., 5 on June 29 (RM, 
JBK). In southern Mississippi, 12 Mississippi Kites 
were counted along the Pascagoula River on July 2, 
and 20 along Red Creek on June 4 (LEW). At 
least 5 active Bald Eagle nests were noted in coastal 
Alabama this year (JLD, DCH). 

Cranes through Terns.—Two reports of the Sand- 
hill Crane from southern Baldwin County on June 23 
(fide JLD) and on Aug. 16 (fide JEK) are further 
signs that the species still breeds in coastal Alabama. 
Although the Am. Coot summers frequently in the 
Central Southern Region, breeding evidence seldom is 
obtained; for instance, at least 60 birds spent the 
summer in the marshes at the head of Mobile Bay, 
but no young or other evidence of breeding was 
seen (JLD). In Louisiana, however, observers were 
more fortunate; for near Avery Island 1 of 3 young 
was collected on March 13 (EMS). The only other 
positive evidence of breeding in Louisiana is a par- 
tial set of eggs collected at Lacassine Refuge on 
April 15, 1956 (LLG). Summer storms and human 
interference prolong the breeding season of many 
water birds, and it is indeed fortunate that they 
usually can remain in breeding condition long enough 
to be eventually successful. How much this breeding 
season can be prolonged is shown by the 2 Least 
Tern nests with eggs on July 31 near Pensacola 
(FMW). The Gull-billed Tern, suspected for several 
years of breeding near Pascagoula, Miss., furnished 
concrete evidence this year when one nest was dis- 
covered on May 29 and 2 others on July 2 (LEW). 
Petit Bois Island (A. H. Howell, ef seg.) is the 
only other known breeding location for the state. 





Whip-poor-wills, Flycatchers, Swallows.—The in- 
defatigable Ben and Lula Coffey now have recorded 
singing Whip-poor-wills in summer in 15 counties in 
Mississippi. They obtained their southernmost records 
by 40 miles when on the night of June 12 they 
heard 2 southeast of Kosciusko. Gray Kingbirds, 
present for at least 5 years (3 pairs for the last 2 
years) at their westernmost breeding station on Dau- 
phin Island, Ala., brought off at least one brood of 
3 (July 2—LEW, July 3—MEL). The Coffeys re- 
ported further encouraging news of the Cliff Swallow 
from 3 states: Alabama, an increase in nests at the 
Colbert County Steam Plant; Arkansas, 2 new sites, 
Mountain View and Imboden, and one old one 
abandoned at Band Mill; Tennessee, 40 nests at 
Counce, 4 miles from the now-abandoned Pickwick 
Dam colony. Barn Swallows, noted now in at least 
5 breeding localities along U. S. Highway 11 in De- 
Kalb County, Ala., 350 miles from the Gulf of 
Mexico, in May, June, and July, consisted of at least 
one-third light-breasted birds (TAI). 

Robins, Waxwings, Warblers—While not the 
southernmost Robins, a pair seen carrying nesting 
material and constantly present, male singing, through- 
out April and May on Dauphin Island, Ala. (JLD 
and others) was within sight of the Gulf of Mexico. 
Inland, at least in Alabama, the species continues 
to increase as a breeder. At Memphis, a flock of 15 
Cedar Waxwings on June 8 (OFI) was a week-late. 
The first nest for Alabama for the Black-throated 
Green Warbler held 2 fresh eggs on April 23 near 
Birmingham (CWS) and the first for the Cerulean 
Warbler held young on June 18 on Monte Sano 
near Huntsville (JCR). Warblers that were seen be- 
yond normal migration dates and whose suspicious 
actions fell short of positive breeding evidence were 
the following: a pair of Worm-eating Warblers on 
May 24 at Kirby, Ark., elevation 600 feet, farther 
south and lower in elevation than previous summer 
records for the state (BBC); another singing Worm- 
eating Warbler on May 22 near Mitchell Dam, Ala., 
the second southernmost summer locality for the 
state (HHW); and Louisiana Waterthrushes in 3 
places in Walton, Okaloosa, and Escambia Counties, 
Fla. between June 16 and July 3 (HMS). The last 
observer was more fortunate with the Am. Redstart 
when he collected a singing male with enlarged testes 
on June 15 in the Escambia River bottoms near 
Century, about 42 miles from the Gulf of Mexico, 
and placed a new breeding warbler on the Florida 
list. In Alabama near Hurricane, equidistant from 
the Gulf, 2 female Am. Redstarts with brood patches 
were netted in May, and one was recaptured there 
about a month later (DDS). 

Icterids —For the second time, a Western Meadow- 
lark showed signs of breeding in Louisiana. At Baton 
Rouge, a singing bird was on territory from early 
March to April 20, during which time the female 
was seen carrying nesting material (LCB, GHL). No 
nest was found nor were the birds seen after 
April 20. A lone male Baltimore Oriole, 20 miles 
northwest of Hattiesburg, Miss. on July 8 (FMW), 
could have bred locally. The Brown-headed Cowbird, 
a prime example of a species that utilizes man-made 
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habitats and is increasing its breeding range, further 
consolidated its Florida gains. Called “fairly common 
in extreme northwest Florida in June and July” 
(HMS), one was noted in juvenal plumage on July 
11 near Pensacola with the comment, ‘Probably 
hatched in the vicinity” (FMW). 


Birds Not Known to Breed in the 
Central Southern Region 

Pelicans, Herons, Hawks —When 45 White Peli- 
cans showed up at the head of Mobile Bay on July 8 
(JLD), we had the unusual situation whereby this 
pelican outnumbered its badly-depleted congener on 
the northern Gulf coast in summer. Next day, July 9, 
a lone White Pelican at Bay St. Louis (LEW) consti- 
tuted one of the few summer records for Mississippi. 
A Great White Heron at Clear Spring on June 16, 
17, and 30 and July 1 (HMS) was over 45 miles 
from salt water, a mile from the Alabama line, and 
as far as is known the only Florida record west of 
the Appalachicola River. A Marsh Hawk on Aug. 
11 in Autauga County (RA) equaled the earliest fall 
arrival for Alabama—exceptional for an adult male. 

Shorebirds.—Lone Ruddy Turnstones on Cat Island, 
Miss. on July 9 (LEW) and on Dauphin Island, Ala. 
on July 26 (DCH); a Whimbrel on Dauphin Island 
on July 16 (DCH); and a Marbled Godwit at 
Gulfport, Miss. on July 1 (DBW) were probably 
early fall arrivals but could have been summering. 
Four Upland Plovers at Swan Creek, Ala. on June 
18 (JCR) and 5 on June 21 in Bglivar County, 
Miss. (MGV) were probably early fall arrivals—early 
by a month in Alabama, which has 2 previous June 
records, and by 8 days in Mississippi. On June 18 
at Swan Creek, 14 White-rumped Sandpipers (JCR) 
were only 2 days late if they were passing their fel- 
low shorebirds 350 miles inland in opposite, north- 
ward flight. Six Sanderlings on July 3 near Pensa- 
cola are the largest number seen there in midsummer 
(FMW). 

Gulls and Terns.—Two almost fully adult Ring- 
billed Gulls near Pickwick Dam (BBC) on July 18 
are unusual in midsummer anywhere in Tennessee. A 
Bonaparte’s Gull on May 25 at Panama City, Fla. 
(LEW) is late by about 3 weeks, but may have 
been summering. The numerous Black Terns, some 
in adult plumage, that frequent the northern Gulf 
coast throughout June and July each year, cause 
many bird students to wonder if the species breeds 
locally. Weston comments that this year in a close 
check on July 16 the proportion of “black’’ birds to 
“gray” has risen from 10 per cent to 75 per cent. 
Out in the Gulf, 80 to 90 miles south of the 
entrance of Mobile Bay, a flock of 6 or 7 Sooty Terns 
and 1 Bridled Tern was observed at extremely close 
range on July 2 (SAG), and on Aug. 9 at about 
the same place another Sooty Tern was seen by the 
same observer. 

Vireos through Sparrows.—Three Philadelphia 
Vireos, one of which was collected, at Cleveland, Miss. 
on June 1 (MGV, EG) are a week later than ever 
before recorded locally in spring. A dead Northern 
Waterthrush at Grove Hill on July 30 (DCH) 
equals the earliest fall arrival for Alabama. The latest 





ever spring Rose-breasted Grosbeak for Louisiana a 
male on June 8 at Thibodaux (Mrs. JS), was 

doubtedly attracted by a captive crippled male of 

same species harbored by the observer in a scree: 
porch. In Gadsden, Ala. a lone female or immat.r 
Evening Grosbeak turned up at one of the spec: 
favorite feeding stations on July 11 (WB) to f. 
nish the only summer record for the Central Southern 
Region. A White-throated Sparrow, apparently the 
same bird, has now spent its third summer near a 
home in Birmingham (ELG). 

Contributors (in the alphabetic order of their ini- 
tials; sectional editors’ names in boldface).—Ralph 
Allen, Laurence C. Binford, William Bates, Mr. & 
Mrs. Ben B. Coffey, Jr. (West Tennessee), Blanche 
H. Chapman, Edith L. Clark, Sterling G. Clawson, 
J. L. Dorn, S. J., Alan Feduccia, Edward Grissom, 
Emmy Lou Grimley, Leslie L. Glasgow, Sidney A. 
Gauthreaux, Jr., Daniel C. Holliman, Oliver F. Irwin, 
J. B. Kidd, James E. Keeler, Amelia R. Laskey 
(Middle Tennessee), George H. Lowery, Jr., Mary 
E. Lewis, Buford M. Myers, Robert Murry, Robert 
J. Newman (Louisiana), Mr. and Mrs. James C. 
Robinson, C. William Summerour, Jr., Donald D. 
Stamm, Edward M. Simmons, Henry M. Stevenson, 
J. Bolling Sullivan III, Mrs. John Schrodt, Ava R. 
Tabor, Jacob M. Valentine, M. G. Vaiden, B. Weber 
Walters, David B. Wingate, Francis M. Weston 
(Northwest Florida), Harriet H. Wright, John Walt- 
her, Lovett E. Williams—Compiled by THomas A. 
IMHOF, 307 38th Street, Fairfield, Ala. 
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NORTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION.—June 
was generally cool and moist in the Region but July 
was a sizzler—the second driest on record at Winni- 
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peg, Man. with rainfall less than three-quarters of an 
inch (Harold Hosford); the seventh driest in Sioux 
Falls, S. Dak since 1890 (U. S. Weather Bureau, 
HK); the driest in 60 years in Saskatchewan and the 
fifth hottest (Dr. C. Stuart Houston) with one-fourth 
inch of precipitation at Saskatoon (Dr. Ronald Brem- 
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); very dry at Billings, Mont. with maximum 

peratures at 105° (Mrs. Philip Hendricks). From 

1¢ 28 to July 29, Spirit Lake, Sask. recorded no 

-cipitation (Wm. Anaka). Water conditions, gen- 
crally good in May and June, deteriorated in July in 

st localities with unfortunate results for many spe- 

es. such as the Black Terns at Kenmare, N. Dak. 

hich abandoned their nests in wet meadows when 
the water dried up (Mrs. Robert Gammell). At Wau- 
bay Nat'l Wildlife Refuge an abundance of pothole 
inhabitats in June encouraged nesting, but drought in 
july probably curtailed reproduction (John Carlsen). 
Despite extravagant optimism in certain quarters, the 
waterfowl picture at the moment is far from clear. 
Late hatches (resulting from unseasonable snows), 
receding lake levels, continuing dry weather, dried-up 
sloughs in many areas and heavy aquatic cover mak- 
ing the counting of broods difficult—these factors 
make a clear-cut description difficult if not impossible. 
The pheasant situation in South Dakota, though prom- 
ising improvement, is by no means completely rosy. 
Bird-banding activity increases; its hazards were 
graphically illustrated when Louis Moos banded Cali- 
fornia Gulls at Aarod Lake, Conrad, Mont., where 
one excited gull knocked his hat off and another drew 
blood at the back of his head (Mrs. PH). The untir- 
ing Dr. Stuart Houston of Yorkton (more recently of 
Saskatoon), Sask., continues his astonishing owl band- 
ing work—over 300 owls in “just over six months.” 
Thanks and felicitations to Mrs. Robert Gammeil who 
added the preparation of the Spring Summary to her 
busy schedule. 

Grebes, Pelicans, Cormorants.—Few Eared Grebes 
nested at Des Lacs Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Kenmare, 
N. Dak. this season (Homer Bradley). No Western 
Grebes were seen on July 4 at Rush Lake, Waubay, 
S. Dak., where in previous years they were abundant 
nesters (J. S. Findley, Alfred Peterson); this year, 
driven out by receding water levels, they apparently 
spent the summer in nearby lakes although no nesting 
activity was observed (JC). However, for the first 
time since 1956, they nested at Oakwood Lakes near 
Brookings (Mrs. David Holden). In North Dakota 
they brought off young for the first time since 1946 
at Des Lacs Refuge, producing 50 broods (HB); at 
Snake Creek Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Coleharbor, an 
immature, seen on Aug. 8, was apparently ‘‘the first 
nesting record for the refuge,’ reported David Mc- 
Glachlin. In Saskatchewan, a nest with 4 eggs, found 
in Wascana Marsh, was a first breeding record for 
the Regina district (Frank Brazier). The 4 White 
Pelicans seen at Belle Fourche Reservoir in S. Dak. 
on July 22 constituted a first record in the area 
(Charles Hughlett). On June 14 Rooky Island in 
South Waubay Lake, Day Co., S$. Dak. held 1050 
nests of Double-crested Cormorants with 480 living 
young (JC). 

Egrets, Herons, Bitterns—The highlight of the 
summer at Snake Creek Refuge was the observation 
on July 22 of a Snowy Egret—a probable first for 
the Region (DMcG). An estimated 1000 nests of 
Black-crowned Night Herons were found at Lower 
Souris Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Upham, N. Dak. on 
June 14; there were young in many nests by the 29th 





(Robert Johnson); but in South Dakota not a heron 
was sighted in the colony usually nesting in the 
Waubay Region (JSF). The Am. Bittern, hardly 
plentiful anywhere, had a good year at Milbank, 
S. Dak. (Lowry Elliott). 

Canada Geese.—In North Dakota the Canada Geese 
that hatched on June 5 at Snake Creek Refuge, though 
brought off by captive birds, were first broods for 
the refuge and a step toward establishing a goose 
flock in the area (DMcG). And the 73 Canada Goose 
nests, the highest number in the history of Lower 
Souris Refuge, had a hatching success of 85 per cent 
or better, with first broods off on May 12 (RJ). In 
South Dakota the hatch at Waubay Refuge definitely 
exceeded last year's: 45 nesting pair were found in 
Day County of which 20 were on the refuge; on 
July 6, 87 honkers were rounded up and banded 
(JC). 

W aterfowl.—W aterfowl production in the southern 
third of Saskatchewan ‘“‘does not look good,” wrote 
Dr. Stuart Houston on Aug. 2. Although still con- 
siderably below the numbers of previous years, nest- 
ing success of ducks was above that in 1959 at Spirit 
Lake (WA). In North Dakota, breeding pair counts 
at Des Lacs Refuge disclosed 1062 pairs this year as 
compared with 1022 pairs in 1959 and 1464 in 1958: 
but to-date production promised to be better than last 
year (HB); at Slade Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Dawson, 
nesting success was good and brood sizes above aver- 
age (Robert Timmerman); at Lower Souris Refuge, 
though breeding pairs went down from 1959, pre- 
liminary brood counts indicated a better production 
than last year (RJ). In South Dakota brood success 
was better than average at Waubay Refuge (JC) and 
elsewhere in the eastern pothole section of the state. 
Mallards apparently were declining. In North Dakota 
the chronology brood counts at Des Lacs Refuge, be- 
gun the last week in June, indicated that 43 per cent 
of the duck production for 1959 consisted of Mal- 
lards, as compared with 13 per cent for 1960—a dras- 
tic reduction (HB); nesting and production were low 
this season at Snake Creek and Lower Souris Refuges 
where breeding pair counts were down from 1959 
(DMcG, RJ). Gadwalls were up in North Dakota 
at Des Lacs Refuge where they made up 51 per cent 
of the population as compared with 32 per cent in 
1959—a marked increase (HB). At Snake Creek 
Refuge they were especially numerous; but at Lower 
Souris Refuge breeding pairs were reduced from 1959 
(DMcG, RJ). However, they were apparently doing 
well at Saskatoon, Sask. (CSH). Green-winged Teal, 
rare nesters in South Dakota, produced young at Wau- 
bay Refuge (JC). In South Dakota Wood Ducks 
were noted uncommonly at Waubay Refuge (JC): a 
female was seen in mid-June at Oakwood Lakes near 
Brookings (Mrs. DH). Redheads and Canvasbacks 
showed a serious decline in the Yorkton, Sask. area 
(CSH); not one Redhead was known positively to 
nest in the Wascana Marsh at Regina although adults 
were seen there all summer (FB). In North Dakota 
no Redhead broods were found at Des Lacs Refuge 
(HB). In South Dakota, pairs were abundant in 
spring at Waubay Refuge and several areas produced 
good hatches (JC), but farther south few broods 
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were seen (Lloyd Oldenburg). Canvasbacks showed 
a slight improvement at Des Lacs, N. Dak.: 6 broods 
this year, 2 last year (HB); at Waubay Refuge, S. 
Dak., only 2 broods were sighted this summer (JC). 
Des Las Refuge held not a single scaup brood this 
season (HB). A Harlequin Duck, found on a slough 
in the Conrich, Alta. region on June 28 by I. Halli- 
day and Cedric Hitchen, was of unusual interest. ‘'I 
know of no similar record,’ wrote Hitchen. 

Hawks—The nest of a Cooper's Hawk with 3 
small young, found west of Calgary on June 24 and 
photographed by Miss K. Hodges, was of more than 
ordinary interest for the area (CH). In Saskatchewan 
Red-tailed Hawks equaled 1959 in the number of 
nests and fledged young at Spirit Lake (WA) and 
returned to an expected average of 2 young per nest 
in the Yorkton area, where 46 young were banded in 
22 nests (CSH). Fewer than usual, however, nested 
in the sandhills at Upham, N. Dak. (RJ). In North 
Dakota 2 young Golden Eagles were observed in Theo- 
dore Roosevelt Nat'l Park at Medora on July 22 
(Arthur Henderson); and a nest with 2 eggs, found 
in the badlands at Watford City, hatched on May 1 
(Mrs. RG). In Saskatchewan 2 young, found on the 
South Saskatchewan River south of Lucky Lake, were 
banded on June 24 (CSH). The young of the Prairie 
and Peregrine Falcon in several nests at Red Deer 
and Calgary were banded in June and July by W. E. 
McKay; in one instance, the adult Prairie Falcons had 
been shot and the young were found starved (D. 
Dekker, WEMcK). 

Pheasants —In North Dakota Ring-necked Pheas- 
ants were down on Lower Souris Refuge (RJ); at 
Des Lacs Refuge a brood of 6 was observed in Au- 
gust—the first in two years at the refuge (HB). In 
South Dakota spring surveys this year indicated a 56 
per cent decline in the pheasant population as com- 
pared with the 1959 surveys. As examples, last spring 
Clark County had 1.65 birds per mile; this spring, 
79. Last season Campbell County had 1.05 and Ed- 
munds County 1.97 but only .50 and .85 respectively 
this season (S/oux Falls Argus-Leader, July 17). De- 
spite considerable variation, by mid-August the hatch 
in some localities apparently was as good as last 
year's, higher in others and decidedly lower in several 
areas. In Brookings County an estimated 20 per cent 
of the hens were chickless (sbid., Aug. 14). 

Rails, Shorebirds— A Virginia Rail, quite scarce 
in the Coleharbor, N. Dak. area, was seen flying over 
a pothole between Lostwood and Des Lacs Refuges 
on Aug. 4 (Merrill Hammond, fide DMcG); and one 
was seen in Wascana Marsh, Regina, Sask., where last 
year an adult with 3 young established a breeding 
record (FB). At Scenic, §. Dak., 22 Long-billed 
Curlews were seen feeding in a short-grass field on 
July 28 (Dr. N. R. Whitney, Jr.). Several Piping 
Plover nests were observed in South Waubay Lake on 
June 14—an unusual occurrence for this area (JC). 
Am. Avocets, so far observed only south of Regina, 
Sask., this year were seen north of the city (FB). 
The most abundant shorebird at Snake Creek Refuge, 
Coleharbor, N. Dak. this year was Wilson’s Phala- 
cope, numbering 200 to 300 birds (DMcG). A sur- 
prising fall arrival date for Northern Phalarope 
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was recorded at Spirit Lake, Sask.—a flock of 60 on 
July 31 (WA). 

Gulls, Terns.—Forster's Terns, nesting with C mm. 
mon Terns on a gravel island in Wascana Mash, 
were photographed with chicks and eggs on June 20 
to establish a first breeding record for the Regina, 
Sask. district (FB, Elmer Fox). The Regina region's 
first Caspian Tern observation was recorded on June 
20 (Reg Fox, EF, FB). Black Terns in considerably 
greater numbers than usual were observed at Brown's 
and Rattlesnake Lakes, near Billings, Mont. in June 
and July (Mrs. PH). 

Dotgs, Cuckoos.—Mourning Doves were down 
from last year at Des Lacs Refuge, N. Dak. but nest- 
ing success seemed to be promising (HB). In South 
Dakota they were down locally from a half to a 
quarter of last year’s number—a loss laid partly to 
promiscuous poison spraying (J. W. Johnson). At 
Watertown 50 per cent of this season's hatch was 
lost to Blue Jay predation, in the opinion of Dr. L. J. 
Moriarity. But they were abundant in the Sioux Falls 
area (HK). Yellow-billed Cuckoos in greater than 
ordinary numbers appeared in eastern South Dakota. 
At Waubay Refuge they were more common than the 
Black-billed; at Pickerel Lake near Waubay one flew 
into a picture window on July 23 (Herman Chilson) 
and at Sioux Falls 3 hit windows and were collected 
as specimens (HK). 

Owls.—In Saskatchewan 150 Great Horned Owls 
were banded in 66 nests in the Dubuc, MacNutt, Salt- 
coats, Invermay and Langenburg areas (CSH)—some- 
thing of an all-time record for the season. In the 
Dunleath, Willowbrook, Saltcoats and Stornaway 
areas, west, southeast and northeast of Yorkton, Sask.. 
74 Long-eared Owls were banded in 19 nests (CSH). 
Last season’s unharvested grain fields in the Prairie 
Provinces, encouraging a large rodent population, ap- 
parently attracted Short-eared Owls to several lo- 
calities. They became resident in the Spirit Lake dis- 
trict and were frequently seen hunting at dusk (WA). 
An evening's drive of 8 miles on Aug. 8 at Conrich., 
Alta. yielded 29 Short-ears, mostly immatures, sitting 
on fence posts (CH). In 20 nests, 68 young were 
banded in the general Yorkton district, including 
Theodore, Saltcoats, Hazelcliffe and Stornaway (west. 
southeast and northeast). Nests in unthreshed swaths 
in stubbles found between May 4 and 13 represented 
the first nesting dates for the Yorkton district (CSH). 

Kingfishers, Goatsuckers, Woodpeckers.—A pair of 
Belted Kingfishers, nesting at Regina, Sask., was a 
first breeding record; the nest was vandalized and the 
five young died (FB). Poor-wills, usually present in 
some numbers in Rapid City, §. Dak., were not ob- 
served nor heard during the period (NRW,jJr.). The 
Red-headed Woodpecker, noted south of Regina, Sask. 
on June 11, has been recorded in the area on only 
three previous occasions (FB). On May 30 a party 
had a good view of 3 Black-backed Three-toed Wood- 
peckers at Jewel Cave in South Dakota (NRW, Jr.). 

Flycatchers, Swallows, Wrens.—The male Scissor- 
tailed Flycatcher seen south of Kenmare, N. Dak. on 
July 12 by the Gammells and the Rytters, Russell. 
Darrel and Viggo, was probably a state record (Mrs. 
RG). The 12 nests of the Purple Martin observed at 








( n 


( n- 
fa: sh, 
1c 20 
2) Na, 
z10n's 
June 
Ti bly 
wn's 
June 


down 
nest- 
South 
to a 
ly to 
). At 
was 
LJ. 
Falls 
than 
ikota. 
n the 
- flew 
lson) 
lected 


Owls 
Salt- 
some- 
n the 
laway 
Sask.. 
SH). 
rairie 
n, ap- 
il lo- 
e dis- 
WA). 
nrich, 
itting 
were 
uding 
‘west. 
waths 
sented 
SH) 
air of 
was a 
id the 
=nt in 
yt ob- 
. The 
Sask. 
. only 
party 
V ood- 
ey 
issor- 
ak. on 
ussell. 
(Mrs. 
ved at 











B.ookings, $. Dak. produced 45 young; 16 adults 
« banded (Mrs. DH). Since the first breeding of 
Purple Martins at Regina in 1958, martin houses 
have been erected and the species is doing very well 
(¢B). Long-billed Marsh Wrens were especially nu- 
-rous at Waubay Refuge and had a successful year 
it Milbank in South Dakota (JC, LE); apparently 
they were back at Wascana Marsh, Regina, Sask. after 
an absence of some years when a road and a bridge 
went through their territory (FB). The second known 
breeding record of the Rock Wren was established 
at Kenmare, N. Dak. on Aug. 4 (Mrs. RG); and a 
singing Rock Wren heard on July 3, at Pilot Butte, 
Sask. was noteworthy (RF, EF, FB). 

Cathirds, Thrushes, Warblers —Catbirds had a good 
year at Winnipeg, Man. (HH); in South Dakota, 
they increased somewhat at Milbank (LE); but at 
Sioux Falls only 8 were observed in spring migration 
and no nestings were reported (HK); none was seen 
at Brookings nor reported for the area (Mrs. DH). 
In Brookings Robins were down by about one half 
(Mrs. DH); at Huron there were only 5 per cent 
to 10 per cent as many this year as last. “It takes 
six mist nets to get as many birds now as we did 
last year with one,” wrote J. W. Johnson; they were 
scarce at Milbank (LE) but broods were good at 
Sioux Falls (HK). Yellow Warblers were reduced 
below the number of 1959 at Kenmare, N. Dak. (Mrs. 
RG). The Blackpoll Warbler, a scarce bird in the 
Calgary, Alta. district, was seen at Inglewood on 
May 24 (KH). A pair of Yellow-breasted Chats 
with a single bob-tailed young was observed at 
Bredin, Sask. on July 21—an unusual if not a rare 
occurrence (FB). Male and female Am. Redstarts 
were banded at Sturgis, S. Dak. on July 26 and 30 
(Harold Wagar). 

Blackbirds, Fringillids—The Bobolink, last seen 
at Calgary in 1958, nested there and in the Madden 
area this season, nests, eggs, and young being found 
(CH, KH). A pair of adult Orchard Orioles, ob- 
served in Kenmare, N. Dak. in June and July with 
immatures seen later in the month, apparently indi- 
cated breeding—a first record for this area (Mrs. RG). 
In South Dakota Cassin’s Finches were noted at 
Jewel Cave on May 30 and at Nemo on July 10 
(Dennis Carter, NRW, Jr.). Am. Goldfinches were 
scarce at Sioux Falls; and at Pickerel Lake, near Wau- 
bay, the first and last individual was seen on June 
19 (HK, HC). Something like an irruption of Lark 
Buntings took place at Snake Creek Refuge, N. Dak. 
with between 10,000 and 15,000 birds on the refuge. 
“They were nesting everywhere,” wrote David Mc- 
Glachlin: Individuals were seen as far east as Car- 
rington in east-central North Dakota (Mrs. RG); 
they nested at Watertown, S. Dak., an uncommon 
occurrence so far east in South Dakota (LJM). For 
the first time in 10 years they nested within the city 
limits of Regina; “the countryside was flooded with 
them,” reported Frank Brazier. They showed a sud- 
den increase in the Maple Creek—Swift Current, Sask. 
area (Steve Mann, CSH). The nest and egg of the 
Field Sparrow discovered at Tuxedo on June 30 was 
a first nesting record for Manitoba and only “the 
third or fourth record” for the Province (HH). 





Swamp Sparrows, reported infrequently from east- 
ern South Dakota, were heard singing in Minnehaha 
and Lake Counties on July 10 and 25 and Aug. 1, 
although nests were not found (HK). While Ken- 
mare reported a drastic reduction of Clay-colored 
Sparrows, they were quite common at Snake Creek 
Refuge, N. Dak. and the most abundant native breeder 
at Regina, Sask. (Mrs. RG, DMcG, FB). A new 
colony of Chestnut-collared Longspurs at Saskatoon 
provided the most northerly breeding record in Sas- 
katchewan (RB).—HERBERT Krause, Dept. of Eng- 
lish, Augustana College, Sioux Falls, §. Dak. 


SOUTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION.—tThe 
weather was generally favorable throughout the Re- 
gion, with moderate to heavy rainfall and tempera- 
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tures that were not extreme. Reproduction of most 
species appeared to be normal or above normal at 
Weldona, Colo. (HR), at Stillwater (FMB) and at 
Dallas (EW). A violent rain storm at Stillwater on 
the night of July 17 with gusting winds estimated at 
92 m.p.h. resulted in heavy losses of birds. The next 
morning 46 dead House Sparrows were picked up on 
the University campus. The following nests were 
found deserted or destroyed: Mississippi Kite, 1; 
Mourning Dove, 4; Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, 1; Bell's 
Vireo, 6; Dickcissel, 4; Lark Sparrow, 2 (FMB and 
students at O.S.U.). 

Herons through Spoonbills—Snowy Egrets sum- 
mered at Barr Lake near Denver with 12 birds ob- 
served on July 9 (DLC). At least 2 pairs of Least 
Bitterns nested at Lake Hefner, Oklahoma City in 
June and early July (JGN, JS). On July 9, 2 nests 
recently broken up by predators were examined and 
2 other nest platforms were located (FMB, JGN). 
This species is a very local breeder in Oklahoma. A 
Wood Ibis seen at Dallas on July 28 was considered 
a rare visitant (EW). One of the features of the 
season was the occurrence of the White Ibis and the 
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Roseate Spoonbill in Oklahoma. At Tulsa as many 
as 3 immature White Ibises and 7 Roseate Spoonbills 
were observed along the Arkansas River on July 6-7 
(BR, TAS). At the Salt Plains Wildlife Refuge near 
Cherokee, 2 immature White Ibis and a spoonbill 
were observed on July 23 (FMB). Apparently the 
spoonbill had been present for several days (RH). 
At Dallas a spoonbill was observed on July 18, 19 
and 28 (BP, WP, EW). 

Geese, Hawks, Coots—A pair of Canada Geese 
with 3 young were found near Longmont, Colo. on 
May 22 (EM). Nesting records are unusual in that 
locality. An Am. Rough-legged Hawk seen at Dallas 
on July 28 was surprisingly early (EW). A Golden 
Eagle and 11 Ospreys found resting in a field near 
Dallas on June 25 (CK, HN) also represented un- 
usual seasonal distribution. The nesting success of up- 
land game birds was reported to have been high in 
Oklahoma (OWCD). The Am. Coot bred at Dallas, 
where 9 young were seen on June 25 and 8 young 
were noted on Aug. 12 (EW). This species is seldom 
found nesting in the eastern and central portions of 
the Region. 

Cuckoos, Ouls, Flycatchers—The Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo was plentiful in the Denver area again this 
year. This species was recorded for the first summer 
at Barr Lake (CBC) and also at Weldona (HR). 
The Black-billed Cuckoo was seen southeast of Den- 
ver throughout June (TM) and 2 were seen at 
Golden on July 4 (HH). Both cuckoos seldom breed 
this far west. A Barn Owl was seen near Derby, Colo. 
on June 1 (CBC) and one was found dead on the 
road at Platteville on June 8 (ML). Both of these 
localities are on the northern edge of the range of 
the Barn Owl. The Eastern Phoebe was not recorded 
as nesting at Stillwater. In a normal year, 3 to 5 
nesting pairs are observed (FMB). The Acadian Fly- 
catcher was found nesting along Hog Creek east of 
Norman, Okla. on June 18. This is a new county 
record and a locality west of the known breeding 
range in Oklahoma (GMS). One of the most sur- 
prising records of the season was the finding of a 
second nesting locality of the Vermilion Flycatcher 
in Oklahoma. On June 2 a nest was located along 
Little Quapaw Creek in Lincoln County (LWR). On 
June 15, 2 nests were observed, one with young re- 
cently fledged and the other under construction about 
400 yards away (FMB). The second nest was not 
successful (LWR). This locality is more than 300 
miles northeast of the edge of the nesting range of 
this species in Texas. 

Nuthatches, Wrens, Vireos, Warblers—A Brown- 
headed Nuthatch with 3 recently fledged young was 
found at Beaver's Bend Park in southeastern Okla- 
homa on April 24 (WMD). This is a new locality 
record. The Carolina Wren revealed a very low 
nesting population in the vicinity of Stillwater. Only 
one singing male was located (FMB). The Black- 
capped Vireo was found nesting near Stella, Okla. 
on June 20 (WMD). This is a new locality record. 
Singing Louisiana Waterthrushes were found at 2 lo- 
cations on Lake Carl Blackwell (FMB, WLC). AI- 
though nests were not Iccated, the actions of the birds 
suggested that a pair was breeding in both areas. A 
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Prothonotary Warbler nest was found at Lake Hei er 
in June (JS). Although this species has been «en 
during the summer months, this was the first nes ng 
record at Oklahoma City. A female Am. Reds:art 
seen at the Salt Plains Refuge on July 23 was new 
for that locality (FMB). 

Blackbirds through Sparrows.—The first positive 
evidence of the nesting of the Western Meadowlark in 
Payne County, Okla., was obtained on June 10, when 
2 recently fledged young were found on the Agronomy 
Farm just west of Stillwater (FMB, DNG). A pair 
of Bullock’s Orioles found at the Wichita Wildlife 
Refuge on June 2 (AFH) suggested nesting. This 
location is east of the known nesting distribution 
of the species. This oriole was unusually abundant in 
the Denver area, with an especially noteworthy count 
of 59 birds at Barr Lake on July 9 (DLC). A new 
Boat-tailed Grackle colony at Oklahoma City con- 
tained about 35 nests in early June (JGN). The main 
colony near Norman showed a definite decrease in 
the number of nesting pairs (WMD). A pair of 
Rose-breasted Grosbeaks observed at Platteville on 
June 13 suggested nesting (ML). Dickcissels failed 
to return to areas west of Denver where they were 
found last summer (DLC). Two males were found 
near Sedalia, Colo. (DMT). A Lesser Goldfinch seen 
at Weldona on June 8 was northeast of the usual 
range of this species (HR). Two Grasshopper Spar- 
rows were seen at Dallas on June 25 (HN); this date 
suggests nesting. 

Contributors —F. M. Baumgartner, Dennis L. Car- 
ter, William L. Carter, Colorado Bird Club, W. M. 
Davis, Daude N. Griffin, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur F. 
Halloran, Richard Hitch, Harold Holt, Charles Kib- 
linger, Marjorie Lett, Edith Myers, Thompson Marsh. 
John G. Newell, Harry Nichols, Oklahoma Wild- 
life Conservation Dept., B. and Warren Pulich, Mrs. 
L. W. Ray, Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Reyrolds, Howard 
Rollin, John Shackford, George M. Sv.ton, Tulsa Au- 
dubon Society, Donald M. Thatcher. Edith Winford. 
—F. M. BAUMGARTNER, Oklahoma State University, 
Stillwater, Okla. 


SOUTH TEXAS REGION.—The effects of weather 
factors on environment provided the big story this 
summer. An unusually cool and cloudy winter per- 
sisted through the first half of March. Spring migra- 
tion was late. Permanent resident species which start 
breeding before the main flood of spring migration 
in April were not far off schedule, but those sum- 
mer residents which arrive on breeding grounds in 
March were late by a week or more. Transition from 
winter to spring came abruptly in mid-March, and 
except for unseasonably cool weather the first half 
of May, temperatures more typical of springtime pre- 
vailed thereafter. Later-arriving species were back on 
the usual migration and breeding timetable. 

After 3 weeks of parching sunshine in June, a 
drought that had been building up since the first of 
March reached the critical stage in all sections. In 
south central areas, habitat literally burned up under 
grass and brush fires. On June 24 to 26, the eastern 
half of the Region was drenched by rainfall left from 
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the remnants of a tropical low pressure area that 
moved northward out of the Gulf of Mexico. 
Mid-July rains relieved the drought in western por- 
tions, and mid-August rains covered the Lower Rio 
Grande Valley and other far southern areas missed 
by earlier downpours. Revived vegetation, the presence 
of water, and generally mild temperatures in July 
and August favored late nesting of some species. 

Optimum Habitat and Reproduction —Develop- 
ments at Welder Wildlife Refuge prompted Cottam to 
write the following: “This summer was unique in 
several respects and I think it has helped us to 
confirm a principle of biology that has been long over- 
looked—that many of our nesting birds here in the 
Deep South are stimulated to reproduction more by 
biological conditions resulting from optimum habitat 
than they are by the season of the year. Our best 
nesting lake was very shallow this spring and went 
completely dry late in June. Apparently the birds 
have sense enough to know when an area is going 
dry—there were very few nests placed in or near 
this lake. By the first of July we had had some 
heavy rains and, as a consequence, the lake was 
filled.” In some 2 or 3 weeks, vegetation was up to 
a favorable stand and by mid-August, with conditions 
near optimum, there were about 75 waterbird nests 
including those of Am. Coot, Purple and Common 
Gallinules, Least and Pied-billed Grebes, and a few 
ducks. 

Despite the dry spring, Turkeys and Bobwhites 
produced an apparently normal crop at Welder; how- 
ever, conditions were much more favorable after the 
summer rains, and in mid-August new broods of 
quail were being found almost daily. Cottam re- 
called that in 1955 the best quail crop was produced 
in late September, October, and the first half of 
November following drought-breaking rains. “En- 
vironment seems to wield a considerable influence in 
the size of the progeny that are produced,” Cottam 
concluded. “Nature seems to make considerable effort 
not to produce more young than can_ reasonably 
be taken care of.” 

Tropical Storm, June 24-26.—'‘Showers and squalls 
were above normal in the southwest Gulf on June 22 
and 23,” wrote H. §. Dunham of the U. S. Weather 





Bureau, “and these disturbed conditions moved north- 
northwestward with a weak tropical storm moving in- 
land south of Corpus Christi early on the 24th... 
Remnants of this tropical low moved on slowly north- 
ward with the center passing just to the east of 
Austin about 1:00 a.m., on the 26th, thence northeast- 
ward at an increased speed with storm rains ending 
in all areas of the state by midnight Sunday.” Winds 
were not excessively high, although gusts up to 68 
m.p.h. from the east-southeast were recorded in the 
Corpus Christi-Port Aransas area late on June 23. 
Seas were running 12 to 18 feet at Port Aransas. 
At Galveston, the peak wind gust was 44 m.p.h. from 
the south on the morning of June 26, with tides 1.0 
to 1.5 feet above normal. Soaking rains—from 5 to 
15 inches—were numerous from Alice, San Antonio 
and Austin northeastward, and particularly heavy 
along the coast. Port Lavaca measured a storm total 
of 29.76 inches of rain. 

From the meager sample of reports received, it is 
evident that the heavy rains and high tides brought 
disaster to some coastal nesting colonies. David Hill, 
the Aububon warden at Second-Chain-of-Islands 
(south of Aransas Refuge) reported 100 per cent 
damage to terns and gulls, and 30 per cent damage to 
herons on Island No. 6. A coastal island nesting site 
in the Palacios area was reported completely wiped 
out, with eggs and young birds washed away (fide 
NA). Joe Whitehead, the Audubon warden- at 
Vingt'un Islands (north of Smith Point in Trinity 
Bay), reported destruction of about 50 per cent of 
the terns and skimmers that had hatched. The large 
heron and spoonbill colony was in its late nesting 
stage, with most young flying, and was not disturbed 
appreciably. 

Inland, at Sheldon Reservoir (northeast of Hous- 
ton), 15.53 inches of rain during the June 24-26 
period flooded the lake and marsh. Aiken felt certain 
that all nests in the marsh were destroyed, as the 
tops of the maidencane (Panicum hemitomon) were 
at least 6 inches under water. Losses included 10 gal- 
linule nests that had been under observation. On 
July 27, he counted 243 adult Common and 8 adult 
Purple Gallinules; 113+ downy young that had been 
left homeless were clinging to anything they could 
find in the water. Large numbers of snakes driven 
out by the flood took many of the young. 

Loons, Grebes—An Arctic Loon in full breeding 
plumage was seen in the bay at Rockport on June 
20 and 21 (CNH, KN); there is one previous sight 
record for this species in Texas—at the north end of 
Padre Island in 1958. A Least Grebe at Uvalde on 
June 8 was Kincaid’s first for Uvalde County, and 
one at Austin on May 21 (JLR, RAR) was the third 
record for Travis County. A Pied-billed Grebe with 
3 or 4 striped chicks was seen on a pond at Gal- 
veston on Feb. 22 (JAS). This species was not 
affected seriously by the flood at Sheldon, and young 
birds were very common by Aug. 3 (CHA). 

Pelicans, Cormorants—An estimated 530 pairs of 
White Pelicans nested at South Bird Island in upper 
Laguna Madre (VNJ); this is the only known breed- 
ing colony on the Texas coast. Brown Pelicans made 
a comeback at Galveston this spring (SGW); how- 
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ever, they had not returned to the upper Galveston 
Bay area where they were common before Hurricane 
Audrey in June 1957 (JAS). The Double-crested 
Cormorant, a rare summer resident on the upper 
Gulf coast, was seen at Galveston on June 18 (PC, 
SGW). Olivaceous Cormorants bred at Galveston 
but appeared fewer than usual this summer (SGW). 

Frigate-birds —The storm of late June resulted in 
an unusually good showing of Magnificent Frigate- 
birds on the central coast. In the Rockport—Port 
Aransas area, Kincaid coun:ed 33 birds during squally 
weather on June 23 through 26; these were in about 
the normal ratio for the Texas coast—2 adult males, 
2 adult females, and the remainder immatures. At 
Alice, 50 miles inland from Laguna Madre, Dr. Al- 
bert saw 2 females circling over the town on the 
morning of June 24 after a night of very squally, 
rainy weather. Four birds were reported during the 
afternoon about 8 miles south of Alice, and 1 was 
seen sitting on a telephone pole about 3 miles north 
of Alice on June 25. During this period, 1 bird was 
reported captured at San Diego, 10 miles west of 
Alice (fide ROA). 

Herons.—Fourteen nests of the Cattle Egret, aver- 
aging 114 young, were observed at Green Island 
(JOL). They were reported nesting at Vingt'un on 
June 2 (JW). It was a very good year at Vingt'un 
with an increase in number of nesting pairs of all 
herons (including egrets). Nest-building started about 
March 1 and a few eggs had hatched on April 20. At 
Green Island, nesting appeared to be 2 weeks late, 
with first eggs found on May 3. Young were starting 
to fly early in June. The population of Reddish Egrets 
was again down at Green Island, the largest nest- 
ing colony of Reddish Egrets in the United States; 
this was thought to be due to the weather. Yellow- 
crowned Night Herons had a good season at Shel- 
don (CHA, SGW ). 

Wood Ibis—Wood Ibis were in good numbers at 
Rockport and Bayside during July (CNH). On June 
12, Wood Ibis were found at a heron rookery in 
southwestern Jefferson County, about 35 miles from 
Beaumont, where they remained at least until mid- 
August. Peak count was 100+ on July 26; the 
presence of several “half grown ibis” on this date 
supports the contention of observers that the species 
nested at this location (JLH, BR, STW). The Wood 
Ibis is an irregular summer visitor to the entire Texas 
coast; its presence during this period does not imply 
nesting, although breeding was reported in Chambers 
County in 1930. On June 18, 1960, 500 Wood Ibis 
were observed at Santa Ana Refuge; this flock re- 
mained through the summer but did not nest (RJF). 

Ibises —Williams reported White-faced Ibis more 
common than ever before in his experience at Sheldon, 
east of Baytown, and near Galveston; also, they were 
common west of Houston. The large ibis and heron 
rookery in Moody's Lake (south side of Smith Point, 
Galveston Bay area) was destroyed by nutria. Sandy 
Sprunt wrote, ‘These animals are just building up 
to their peak of abundance in that area now and have 
caused some profound changes in the marshes through 
their ‘eat-outs,’ particularly of Phragmites, called sea 
cane in that area. The destruction of the sea cane in 
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Moody's Lake destroyed the nesting site and the b rds 
failed to breed.” In 1959, an estimated 1000 pair: of 
White Ibis and 300 pairs of White-faced Ibis were 
among the birds nesting at Moody's Lake. At 
Vingt'un, Whitehead reported an increase in nesting 
pairs of White Ibis to 30 from only 2 in 1959. On 
July 26, Larson at Green Island wrote the following: 
“It looks as though grackles (Boat-tailed) have 
cleaned out most of the White Ibis nests. We have 
several thousand (ibis) at night but I have found 
only about 120 nests with eggs or young.” 

Spoonbills—Roseate Spoonbills arrived at Vingt' un 
Islands around March 1. Nests were started by April 
6, and all young had hatched by June 9. Whitehead 
estimated between 1100 and 1200 young spoonbills, 
or about 1.9 per nest. Numbers of nesting pairs were 
the same as last year—600—but 800 non-breeding in- 
dividuals represented a large increase in that category; 
there were sub-adult birds from the past 1 or 2 years; 
they were using the rookery for a base of opera- 
tions (SS). 

W aterfowl—W idespread application of insecticides 
in rice fields is thought to have taken a heavy toll of 
Fulvous Tree Ducks. (The rice belt starts about 100 
miles southwest of Houston and extends to Louisi- 
ana.) This loss was reflected in low numbers at Wel- 
der, where the population in mid-August was less 
than 10 per cent of a year ago (CC), at Sheldon 
(CHA), and at Cove (AKM). Mottled Ducks were 
more numerous than in many years at Cove despite 
poisoning (AKM), but were reported scarce in the 
Houston area (SGW). A Mottled Duck at Austin 
from July 23 to 28 was the first recorded in Travis 
County (FO, JLR, RAR, AMW, FSW). Blue-winged 
Teal with 2 young were seen on Galveston Island 
on June 18 (PC, SGW). Wood Ducks nested suc- 
cessfully at Sheldon (CHA, SGW). Two adult and 
5 immature Ruddy Ducks were seen at Sheldon on 
July 5 but no evidence of nesting was found (CHA). 

Hawks.—A pair of White-tailed Kites nested and 
brought forth 5 young at Laguna Atascosa Refuge 
(LAS, et al.). A pair of Swainson’s Hawks nested 
about 2 miles southeast of Alice (ROA). Cottam re- 
ported White-tailed Hawks nesting at Welder, and 
noted a considerable increase in Harris’ Hawks 
Marsh Hawks nested at Morgan’s Point, the second 
nesting in as many years in the La Porte area (JAS). 

Quail, Chachalacas, Turkeys.—The early part of the 
breeding season was very poor for Bobwhite, Scaled 
Quail and Turkey in the “South Central Texas” area 
under scrutiny of the Texas Game and Fish Commis- 
sion; this area comprises Comal, Bexar, Medina. 
Dimmit and Zavala Counties, the latter 2 representa- 
tive of the brush country. This situation was attri- 
buted to a dry and late spring, followed by the late 
June and early July drought in that area. Very little 
production was noted in the Lower Rio Grande 
Valley where it also was dry (PBU). Some late nest- 
ing was in progress. Bobwhite had an excellent breed- 
ing season on the upper coast (CHA, SGW). Sixty 
Chachalaca nests were noted at Santa Ana Refuge. The 
first chick—about 2 days old—was seen on July 
5 (RJE). 

Cranes —Two Whooping Cranes spent the summer 
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or Matagorda Island, about 5 miles from Aransas 
Re:uge headquarters. They did not nest (JJ). 
shorebirds —Non-breeding shorebirds attracted the 
attention of observers. On Galveston Island, Williams 
ous’ all summer; a few Ruddy Turnstones lingered 
__20 were counted on June 18; between 16 and 22 
Knots could be seen at San Luis Pass most of the 
summer; and Sanderlings could be seen on the Gal- 
veston beaches throughout the period. Kincaid made 
a count of shorebirds on the Mustang Island beach 
on June 26, a date when all birds present should be 
either breeding birds from nearby colonies, or non- 
breeding birds that failed to go north. On 21.7 miles 
of beach, starting at the Port Aransas jetties and work- 
ing down to Padre Island, Kincaid tallied 1 Am. 
Oystercatcher, 1 Piping Plover, 2 Snowy Plovers, 3 
Ruddy Turnstones, 6 Willets, and 48 Sanderlings. 
Only the oystercatcher, Snowy Plover, and Willet 
breed in the vicinity. As usual with non-breeders, 
most of the Sanderlings were in winter plumage, 
many in changing plumage, and only a few in 
full breeding plumage. Kincaid commented that if such 
a widely distributed species as the Sanderling is 
represented throughout its winter range by such a 
large number of lingerers, it is remarkable that suffi- 
cient birds migrate to the Arctic breeding grounds to 
assure propagation of the species. On July 29, with 
fall migration under way, Kincaid made a count of 
8.6 miles of the Mustang Island beach, starting at 
Port Aransas jetty. Total shorebirds were 10 Ruddy 
Turnstones, 29 Willets, and 82 Sanderlings. 

Gulls, Terns, Skimmers—An_ estimated 2500 
Laughing Gulls nested on South Bird Island (LR, Au- 
dubon warden). Unusual visitors to Austin were an 
adult Laughing Gull with very ragged flight feathers 
on July 6 and 9 (FO, JLR, RAR); a Gull-billed 
Tern on Aug. 13, a new county record (RAR, AMW, 
FSW); single Forster's Terns on July 27 and Aug. 
18 (FO, JLR, RAR, AMW )—the first in many years; 
and a Common Tern on Aug. 21 (FO, JLR, RAR)— 
first in many years. A pair of Sooty Terns was re- 
ported at Green Island on June 14. Terns had a good 
season there; most young were flying by mid-July. 
These included Least, Royal (about 1600), and Sand- 
wich Terns (about 70 pairs), and Black Skimmers 
(JOL). Two Noddy Terns were observed at the rock 
jetty at Port Aransas, June 19 to 22 (CB, CNH, 
HHK, KM). 

Pigeons, Doves.—More Red-billed Pigeons nested 
in Santa Ana Refuge than did last year; 70 were 
counted on Aug. 12—about 3 times the 1959 peak 
population (RJF). White-winged Dove production 
was normal in the Lower Valley with the breeding 
population up 31 per cent over 1959 (PBU). Since 
at least 1953 a small breeding colony has existed in 
a cemetery at Pine and Commerce Streets in San 
Antonio; this is the northeasternmost regular colony 
known. Eight or more birds were found there on 
May 18 (AKM). This species had a good season in 
Uvalde County. Kincaid first found the White-wing 
there in June 1937. It has been a common nesting 
bird in Uvalde town since World War II and in 
Sabinal since 1958 (EBK). Mourning Doves had a 











generally fair season (PBU). Young birds were still 
coming off the nest as the hunting season started in 
the North Zone on Sept. 1. 

Cuckoos, Anis, Owls.—A Yellow-billed Cuckoo sit- 
ting on its nest on Aug. 4 (Hays County, WJL, 
MAM), and one feeding fledglings on Aug. 17 (Bee- 
ville, AHG) indicated late nesting. A Groove-billed 
Ani was observed at Sheldon on July 20 (CHA). 
Two young Great Horned Owls, able to fly but not 
quite fully grown, were being fed bats at the Devil's 
Sinkhole on Aug. 19. The adults singled out indi- 
vidual bats from the stream which poured out of the 
crater at dusk. Owls sometimes nest there in January 
and February and usually have only 1 brood (EBK). 

Goatsuckers, Swifts, Hummingbirds—A Chuck- 
will’s-widow was seen at Sheldon on June 18 (SGW). 
This is an unusual date for a species not known to 
summer on the coast. A breeding range extension of 
the Chimney Swift southwestward is suggested by 
these observations by Kincaid: Del Rio, May 16 (3) 
and June 9 (2) at same location; Old Fort Clark at 
Brackettville (30 miles east of Del Rio), May 17 
(3+; 1 entered a brick chimney at 1 p.m. and re- 
mained therein) and June 8 (3) at same location; 
Uvalde, May 17 (2); Knippa (10 miles northeast of 
Uvalde), May 17 (7); and Sabinal (12 miles east of 
Knippa), May 17 (7). None of the preceding birds 
gave any indication of being a migrant. At Sonora 
(about 85 miles north and slightly east of Del Rio), 
Kincaid saw 2 on May 6 and 1+ on June 9 around 
the county court house. They were reported nesting 
in Eagle Pass (HJH). Nestling hummingbirds (pre- 
sumably Ruby-throated) left the nest at Beeville on 
Aug. 8, a very late date (AHG). A female humming- 
bird feeding 2 young in a nest at the mouth of Sa- 
binal Canyon was identified as a Broad-tail by mem- 
bers of a field trip on May 15 (CRB, ef al.). Similar 
identification was made independently a short distance 
from the nest by Isleib. In Texas, the Broad-tailed 
Hummingbird is not known to summer beyond the 
mountains of the Trans-Pecos, and the nest recorded 
here was only about 60 miles west of San Antonio; 
however, the female was described as larger than a 
Black-chin, with buffy wash on the sides and rufous 
in the tail. 

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers——The Red-headed Wood- 
pecker, which has been seen in much above normal 
numbers in the Houston area the past few years, 
seemed to accelerate its comeback this summer. It has 
replaced the Red-bellied as the most common wood- 
pecker in many parts of Houston and is now the most 
common at Sheldon (SGW). Rose-throated Becards 
nested again this year at Bentsen—Rio Grande Valley 
State Park. The usual eastern breeding limit of the 
Black Phoebe is assumed to be the Pecos River. The 
following observations were considerably east of this 
line: One 11 miles east of Del Rio on May 25; a 
pair along a rocky stream 5 miles east of Brackett- 
ville on June 8; and 1 at Prade Ranch (50 miles north 
of Uvalde) on June 10. While no evidence of nesting 
was found, all birds appeared to be settled (EBK). 
The Eastern Wood Pewee bred at Sheldon; this was 
a southward extension of its usual breeding range by 
about 20 miles (SGW). 









Swallows.—Kincaid found Barn Swallows rather 
common at bridges from Eagle Pass to 20 miles north- 
east on June 7. On June 8 he found many breeding 
birds at Fort Clark; this may be the first breeding 
record east of the Pecos River in the northwestern part 
of the Region (EBK). A nest on a ruined building 
contained 3 young, which flew when alarmed. On 
June 9, 1.4 miles east of the Del Rio city limits, 
Kincaid found an active nest under a bridge. Barn 
Swallows again nested at several bridges on Galveston 
Island (SGW). Kincaid commented on the long 
breeding season of Cave Swallows, which usually ap- 
pear at the end of February and remain well into 
September—and into October. Perhaps the 
leisurely nesting period is encouraged by the com- 
parative safety of this bird from predators. At the 
Devil's Sinkhole, on June 10, a few swallows were 
carrying downy material (probably mohair) into the 
crater, apparently lining their nests before laying 
eggs. This would not be unusual, as Kincaid has 
found fresh eggs fallen out of nests in August. This 
year, swallows were still in full force at the sinkhole 
on Aug. 20. Last Purple Martin fledglings left the 
nest at Beeville on Aug. 7, and were still returning 
to the nest box in the evening as late as Aug. 13 
(AHG). This breeding record, latest by 11 days for 
a 10-year period of observation by Mrs. Geiselbrecht, 
could be attributed to the starvation of early spring 
arrivals and to the late spring. 

Jays, Crows.—Several pairs of Blue Jays were re- 
ported nesting in Matagorda County, south of this 
bird's usual range; 1 pair was in LeTulle Park at Bay 
City (NA). During the spring of 1959, a pair of 
Scrub Jays was discovered in the hills less than a 
mile from the western limits of Austin. They remained 
in the same location, and by May 28, 1960, appeared 
to be carrying table scraps from a feeding station to 
an undisclosed rendezvous. On June 8 the adults 
brought 2 large young to the station (WES, FSW, 
et al.). This was the first evidence of this species 
breeding in Travis County and is the easternmost 
breeding record for Texas. A Mexican Crow (Corrus 
imparatus) was nest-building southwest of San Fer- 
nando, Tamps., Mexico, on April 17 (CH, EBK, 
ALeS). Little is known of the nesting season of this 
species, but this date is considered late for a crow. 
Traveling southwest from Brownsville, one usually 
first encounters the Mexican Crow 2 or 3 miles before 
leaving the Rio Grande Delta; they are usually com- 
mon at San Fernando (EBK). 

Bushtits, Thrashers, Thrushes.—For several years 
Common Bushtits have been appearing in small num- 
bers in western Travis County. On May 3, 1958, a 
family group with young perhaps 5 days off the nest 
was seen 8 miles southwest of Austin (Audubon 
Field Notes 12 (5):427). On March 27, 1960, a pair 
of Common Bushtits was found in a wooded area 
on the Municipal Golf Course in west Austin (JLR); 
on April 19 their nest was discovered (AMW). 
From this date through the evening of April 27 the 
parents were watched as they made countless trips to 
the nest to feed young, which could sometimes be 
heard inside the long bag-like structure suspended 
from the top of a cedar. Apparently the young left 


some 


464 








the nest on the morning of April 28, as no bus tits 
were seen again in the nest area. This was the rst 
positive nesting record for Travis County, and the 
easternmost record for Texas. Curve-billed Thras \ers 
with 2 young scarcely able to fly were observe. g 
miles southeast of downtown Austin on July 14 (EK, 
ALeS). A pair of Wood Thrushes nested successt lly 
near the Snyder home at La Porte after failing in 
1959 (JAS). 

Gnatcatchers, Starlings —Two Black-tailed Gnat- 
catchers were watched for 30 minutes on the Wassen- 
burg Ranch in the San Antonio area on April 3 
(HGL). This species is not to be expected in south 
central Texas. Starlings, which were found nesting on 
the upper coast last year, appeared to be increasing 
A pair fed nestlings in an idle oil well pump beam 
at Cove on May 6 and 18 (AKM). A pair nested in 
a tall dead stump at Buckhorn Lake (about 1 mile 
east of Sheldon); adults were seen with 2 young on 
July 30 (CHA). 

Vireos, Warblers—On July 3, a Yellow-green 
Vireo was identified along Dry Creek off Bull Creek 
Road, less than a mile from the northwest city limits 
of Austin. Because Red-eyed Vireos breed in this area, 
the observers were careful to note the principal diag- 
nostic field characters of the Yellow-green, which this 
bird possessed; these were: bright yellow under tail- 
coverts, bright yellow on the sides, no black border 
above the whitish eye stripe, and red iris (WDA, 
FSW’). This species is a rare summer resident in the 
Rio Grande Delta, but has not been reported else- 
where in Texas except from the Rockport area. Kin- 
caid found the Red-eyed Vireo along the Frio River 
in Garner State Park, Uvalde County, where it is a 
scarce breeding bird; outside of Florida, this is the 
approximate southern limit of the Red-eye’s breeding 
range in the United States. Black-and-white Warblers 
were late in reaching breeding grounds in the hills 
west of Austin in March, but had vanished before 
June 1. As no young birds were seen, it is wondered 
if the unusual number of snakes this season took a 
toll of this ground nester. Although not as numerous 
as last year, Golden-cheeked Warblers lingered longer 
on nesting territory in the Austin area—possibly as a 
result of late spring arrival dates. Three males were 
seen about 15 miles west of Austin on July 31, and 
1 male there on Aug. 14 (RME, MAM)—very late 
dates even for transients. Garner State Park was a 
productive area for the Golden-cheek until practically 
all the cedars were killed during the 7-year drought 
of the 1950's. Kincaid reported that some of the 
cedars are coming out now, but the Golden-cheek re- 
mained scarce in former habitat. 

Orioles, Cowbirds.—The Hooded Oriole was one of 
the common species at Brackettville in June and ap- 
parently was breeding there (EBK). Lichtenstein’s 
Oriole nested at Santa Ana Refuge and at Bensen-Rio 
Grande Valley State Park. A male Scott's Oriole was 
singing at the Prade Ranch on June 10 (EBK). Its 
normal range is west of the Pecos River, but in past 
years Kincaid found several easi of Devil's River 
along U. S. Highway 277 north of Del Rio, with 2 
seen at the Devil's Sinkhole. A Bronzed Cowbird in 
juvenal plumage, fully grown, was collected by Se- 
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ider southeast of the Austin city limits in July, cli- 
ixing several recent reported observations from that 
This marks a northward range extension of this 
ecies in central Texas. Expansion is occurring also 
in the west. Kincaid, who has observed birds in 
\ valde County since 1927 (mostly between 1927 and 
1939), saw his first Bronzed Cowbird there on May 
1960. They appeared well distributed in Uvalde 
County on May 25, and were present at Fort Clark 
(Kinney County) on June 8 (EBK). 

Fringillids —At Welder, a few Pyrrhuloxia from 
last winter's record number remained to nest and were 
seen carrying material in late April and May (CC). 
House Finches nested on an eighth-floor window 
ledge of an office building in downtown Austin. The 
nest was started on July 18, the first egg laid on July 
22, the first egg hatched on Aug. 4 or 5, the second 
egg hatched on Aug. 5, and young left the nest on 
Aug. 21. A third egg did not hatch (WH). Lesser 
Goldfinches invaded Alice in the summer of 1959, 
when as many as 50 to 100 could be found daily. 
They returned this spring in equal numbers; a well- 
feathered nestling, killed by a dog, was found in 
mid-August (ROA). Kincaid saw a young Olive Spar- 
row not long out of the nest at Del Rio on June 9. 
He has seen a few there since 1950; it is the north- 
westernmost “‘legal’’ outpost for this species. 

Contributors —Carl H. Aiken, Dr. Richard O. AI- 
bert, Mr. & Mrs. W. D. Anderson, Nelle Ayers, Mrs. 
Charles Barnett, Charles R. Bender, Paul Corneil, 
Clarence Cottam, Rose M. Elliott, R. J. Fleetwood, 
Mrs. A. H. Geiselbrecht, Conger N. Hagar, Mrs. 
Harvey J. Hall, Carrie Holcomb, Mrs. J. L. Hooks, 
Wiley (Pete) Hord, Malcolm E. Isleib, Vernon N. 
Johns, Jim Johnson, Mr. and Mrs. Henry H. Karl, 
Edgar B. Kincaid, Jr., J. O. Larson, Jr., Mrs. William 
J. Lawson, Mrs. Anne LeSassier, Mr. & Mrs. H. Grady 
Loftin, Mary Anne McClendon, Mrs. Kay McCracken, 
Arlie K. McKay, Frank Oatman, Jr., Louis Rawalt, 
Mrs. Bruce Reid, John Louis Rowlett, Rose Ann Row- 
lett, Robert K. Selander, William E. Shelton, Mrs. 
J. A. Snyder, Sandy Sprunt, Lyle A. Stemmerman, 
Pierce B. Uzzell, Ada Marie Webster, Joe Whitehead, 
Dr. & Mrs. S. T. Wier, Stephen G. Williams.—Frep 
S. WEBSTER, JR., 4926 Strass Dr., Austin 3, Tex. 


NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN-INTER- 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—After a cool, wet spring, 
one of the hottest and driest summers on record took 
over in the Region. At Missoula, Mont., June was the 
driest since 1918 and July had 24 days of 90° or 
above (a new record), a high of 105° (equaling the 
all-time record) and only one sixth of the normal 
precipitation. At the National Bison Range, Moiese, 
Mont. the situation was similar: temperatures varied 
from 29° to 92° in June and 0.3 in. of rain fell, 
compared to the normal 2.17 in.; only 0.04 in. of 


precipitation fell in July, compared to the normal of 
1.35! Spokane, Wash., recorded only .16 in. precipi- 
tation in June (1 inch under the normal) and not 
enough fell in July to be measured, while the month 
was the second warmest July in 79 years’ observations. 
The first half of August brought rains and cooler 
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conditions and approached the normal. 

Such drought conditions might be expected to affect 
birdlife drastically. However, Lynn LaFave commented 
that ducks, coot, blackbirds, rails and other marsh 
birds seemed to have an excellent breeding season at 
areas such as Reardan slough in eastern Washington, 
where water was at levels to afford feed and cover. 
In other areas where ponds were shallower the hot 
summer soon evaporated them and losses of young 
probably were high. The serious forest fires in west- 
ern Montana and northern Idaho and grass fires in 
eastern Washington were the worst in many years 
and must have had dire effects upon wildlife. Un- 
fortunately, no observations were made in these areas 
Nesting reports for landbirds appeared to be about 
normal in spite of the drought. 

Loons, Grebes, Herons and Waterfowl.—The only 
nesting report for the Common Loon was near Banff, 
Alta., where a nest with 1 egg was found. After a 
period of severe gales the nest was found empty (K 
Hodges). Grebes appeared to be nesting in usual 
numbers except for the Eared, which was a much 
more common breeder than usual at Reardan, Wash 
In early June, 28 nests were found at the slough there 
(L. LaFave). The nesting colony of Black-crowned 
Night Herons at St. Andrews, Douglas Co., Wash. 
was observed by members of the Spokane Bird Club. 
The Trumpeter Swan was observed nesting at Ennis 
Lake, Madison Co., Mont. (P. D. Skaar). According 
to articles in the Spokane Spokesman-Review, duck 
populations in the state are at least as high as last 
year, when the state enjoyed a much better supply 
than the nation as a whole. LaFave reported some 
duck species as more common in eastern Washington 
than in recent years. These included Blue-winged and 
Green-winged Teal, Shoveler and Redhead. The Lesser 
Scaup, however, seemed to be down in numbers in 
his area. The rare Harlequin Duck (1 female) was 
noted along Sullivan Creek near Sullivan Lake, Pend 
Oreille Co., Wash. (Warren Hall and LL). 

Vultures and Hawks.—Turkey Vultures were noted 
at several localities in northeastern Washington and 
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at St. Maries, Idaho (Jim Acton, LL). Unusual sight- 
ings were of single Goshawks at two places in Pend 
Oreille County, Wash.; near Dayton, Wash. (LL), 
and in Gallatin County, Mont. (PDS). Three Fer- 
ruginous Hawks, rare in eastern Washington, were 
noted on June 17 near Hooper (WH). Young Golden 
Eagles, on the wing but begging food, were noted at 
the National Bison Range at Moiese, Mont. (C. J. 
Henry). 

Gallinaceous Birds.—Pairs of White-tailed Ptarmi- 
gan were noted at three localities in Banff National 
Park, Alta. (C. Hitchon, D. Dekker) and 5 were 
seen at Logan Pass in Glacier National Park (KH). 
Six Chukars, uncommonly reported in eastern Wash- 
ington, were seen near Anatone (LL). Mortality ap- 
peared to be high among broods of Gray Partridge 
at Missoula, for broods seen contained only 2 to 4 
young by August. In previous years coveys of 6 to 
10 were common by that time. Increases of from 10 
to 30 per cent in numbers of Ring-necked Pheasants 
in eastern and central Washington were estimated by 
Burton Lauckhart, game management chief (Spokes- 
man-Review of Aug. 18). 

Cranes, Shorebirds and Terns.——A pair of Sandhill 
Cranes with a downy chick was observed on June 12 
at Ennis Lake (PDS). A few individuals of far north- 
breeding shorebirds lingered in eastern Washington 
during the summer, and in July and August were 
joined by the advance guard of the fall migration. 
The Solitary Sandpiper was seen on June 26 at Rear- 
dan (JA), 4 Greater Yellowlegs were near Cusick 
on June 14 (LL), a Baird's Sandpiper was found on 
June 20 at Reardan (LL), and a few Long-billed 
Dowitchers and 6 Northern Phalaropes were seen 
at the same place the first week in June (LL, S. O. 
Stanley). Again a Willet wandered into eastern Wash- 
ington and was collected at Reardan (WH & LL). 
Wilson's Phalaropes seemed to be on a decided in- 
crease, for up to 10 pairs were noted in areas which 
in previous years had single pairs (LL). A total of a 
dozen Forster's Terns was noted at three localities in 
eastern Washington, and 2 Caspian Terns were identi- 
fied along the Columbia River near Wallula on June 
t3:<LL). 

Goatsuckers, Swifts, Hummingbirds.—Three Poor- 
wills were seen at Scotsman Lake, Pend Oreille Co.. 
Wash. on June 20 and a nest of the Common Night- 
hawk, with 2 eggs, was located on July 1 at Reardan 
(LL). More sightings than usual were obtained for 
Vaux's Swift in eastern Washington. Up to 6 indi- 
viduals were noted at various places, mostly in June 
(LL). The seldom-observed Black Swift was reported 
from two localities: the Bison Range, during late 
July and early August (CJH), and the Yoho Valley, 
British Columbia, between July 12 and 30, with a 
maximum of about 20 in the latter area (E. D. 
Beacham, CH, I. Halliday). Hummingbirds, particu- 
larly the Rufous, appeared to be down in numbers in 
the Spokane, Wash. area although LaFave noted the 
Calliope as common in the hills and mountains of 
the eastern end of the state. 

Woodpeckers and Flycatchers—Observations of 
rare woodpeckers were the sighting of the White- 
headed at Long Lake in the Spokane area (SOS); of 
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the Black-backed Three-toed in Umatilla Nationa 
Forest, Columbia Co., Wash. (2 males), and of th. 
Northern Three-toed at Salmo Pass, Pend Oreille Co 
Wash. (3 females) (LL). Three nests of Say’s Phoe 
be studied near Norris, Mont. had young ready t 
fledge on June 26. Eggs of the second broods wer 
hatching or just hatched on July 24. One nest had 
been deserted (PDS). A nest of the Western Fly- 
catcher was observed in Indian Canyon at Spokane 
The young left the nest about July 25 (JA). Perhaps 
the most remarkable record of the summer was that 
of two observations, at widely separated points, of 
the Ash-throated Flycatcher, far out of the bird's 
usual range. Hand noted one, his first, at Missoula on 
Aug. 13 and Connie Smedley and Vee Nealey care- 
fully identified one at Spokane on Aug. 16. These 
are apparently the first records for these areas. 

Larks and Swallows —Young Horned Larks were 
not noted on the wing until the very late date of 
June 2 at Missoula (R. L. Hand). A pair of Barn 
Swallows at Ellensburg, Wash. picked an unusual 
site for a nest, which was built in the basement of 
an abandoned house, on top of a hanging light socket! 
The parents entered through a broken window. Four 
large young were in the nest on June 30 (Bob & 
Elsie Boggs). 

Chickadees, Nuthatches and Wsrens.—Chestnut- 
backed Chickadees were again noted in numbers at 
Salmo Pass, Pend Oreille Co., Wash., with a maxi- 
mum of 25 counted on June 14 (WH & LL). One 
way to beat a housing shortage was shown by small 
hole-nesters at Kamiak Butte, north of Pullman, Wash. 
Pigmy Nuthatches nested in an old woodpecker hole 
which last year was used by Red-breasted Nuthatches. 
As soon as the Pigmy Nuthatches left, the hole was 
taken over by House Wrens (Ruth P. Ownbey). For 
the third summer the Cafon Wren was noted along 
the Madison River, Bozeman, Mont., area (PDS). 

Thrashers and Thrushes.—The little-reported Sage 
Thrasher was noted in June near Davenport and Moses 
Lake, Wash. (SOS). A nest of the Townsend's Soli- 
taire was located at Diamond Lake, west of Newport, 
Wash. during the first week of August. It contained 
one young bird perhaps 4 or 5 days old (TR). 

Kinglets and Pipits—Three young Ruby-crowned 
Kinglets out of the nest were being fed by a parent 
on July 12 in Pullman, Wash. (RPO). From above 
timberline in Banff National Park came two records 
of the Water Pipit. However, no nests or young were 
found (DD, CH). 

Vireos and Warblers —A few of the less routine 
observations in these groups follow. Young Solitary 
Vireos were out of the nest on July 8 at Spokane 
(JA). Immature Nashville Warblers were noted along 
the Little Spokane River at Spokane on July 30 (CS 
& VN). A nest of Audubon’s Warbler was located in 
the picnic area at Kamiak Butte north of Pullman. 
Wash. (RPO). The Northern Waterthrush appeared 
fairly common at St. Maries, Idaho. Ten different 
birds were singing within a mile along the river 
there in June (SOS). 

Bobolinks, Blackbirds, Orioles.—Bobolinks nested 
at St. Maries, Idaho. About 20 adults and immature 
birds were seen in late July there (LL). Yellow 
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eaded Blackbirds appeared to have nested at Reardan 
ough in unusually high numbers (LL, SOS). Young 
sullock’s Orioles out of the nest were being fed at 
Missoula on July 15 (RLH) and near Yakima cn 
une 30 (BB & EB). Young Brewer's Blackbirds 
eft the nest at Missoula on June 16 (RLH) and at 
Spokane on June 2 (SOS). 

Finches and Sparrows.—Immature Black-headed 
Grosbeaks were seen at Spokane on July 7 (SOS). 
Young Lazuli Buntings out of the nest were being 
fed by parents on July 20 at Missoula (RLH). The 
Lark Sparrow was much more common at the Bison 
Range than during the two preceding summers 
(CJH). One or 2 Grasshopper Sparrows were noted 
near Newman Lake, Spokane Co., Wash. The species 
is becoming very rare because suitable habitat is be- 
ing cultivated increasingly (LL). The Sage Sparrow 
was noted near Moses Lake (JA). A Clay-colored 
Sparrow, collected at Opportunity, just east of Spo- 
kane, on June 6 constituted the first record for Wash- 
ington (LL). A pair of Chipping Sparrows at Pull- 
man abandoned the nest after a Brown-headed Cowbird 
laid an egg in it (RPO).—THoMas Rocers, E. 
10820 Maxwell, Spokane 62, Wash. 


GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUN- 
TAIN REGION.—This summer was hot and dry 
for almost the entire Region. Only the Rockies just 
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west of Denver did not complain of the drought. In 
most of central and northern Wyoming it has been 
the driest summer on record and average temperatures 
have been high. The effect on birdlife has probably 
been minimal, because no great waterfowl breeding 
area here is dependent on current precipitation, and 
landbirds don’t fluctuate with rainfall. Out in the 
Great Basin, where precipitation makes so much dif- 
ference in waterfowl production, it was the snowfall 
last winter that produced the water for this summer. 
The Great Basin big breeding areas such as Klamath, 
Malheur, Bear River Marshes, Stillwater, and Ruby 
Lakes depend on the snowfall in the mountains local 
to these refuges. The refuges themselves are in ex- 
tremely arid country and the mountain ranges on 
which they depend are very dry with variable and 
intermittent winter snows. 





Horned Grebes.—Horned Grebes are continuing to 
breed at Malheur in dry eastern Oregon, and the num- 
bers are increasing. They were first found breeding 
there in 1958 (Marshall). 

White Pelicans —There were still 12,000 on Mal- 
heur eating carp on Aug. 12. With winds, pelicans, 
drought, and some poison the carp numbers in that 
area are rapidly diminishing so waterfowl food will 
have a chance to come back if there is any water. At 
present there is almost no water (Marshall). 

Trumpeter Swans.—The Trumpeters did not do 
well in this Region this season. Of 20 Trumpeters 
present only 2 nests were found at Ruby Lakes in 
central Nevada and only 3 cygnets were present to 
date (D. A. Pierce, for Clair Aldous). On Flat 
Creek in the National Elk Refuge at Jackson in west- 
ern Wyoming no cygnets appeared from 3 nests 
(Greenwalt). Only 2 nests were found at Malheur, 
but the results are not known yet. 

Geese, Ducks—Two immature flightless Snow 
Geese with a flightless adult were found on July 8 
at Malheur (Marshall). This remarkable record may 
be the first nesting of the Snow Goose out of the 
Arctic. The young were captured and photographed. 
At Ruby Lakes in central Nevada the water level is 
extremely low and duck production was about 20 per 
cent less than last year. Their 70 pairs of Canada 
Geese raised only 2.6 birds per pair. Although Mal- 
heur Lake has almost dried up, the Blitzen River had 
good water, and since the waterfowl breed mostly 
along the river, production was normal. 

At Bear River Marshes on the north end of the 
Great Salt Lake, in spite of the low water level, 
waterfowl production was good, being 15 per cent 
greater than last year. The Gadwall is the most 
common nesting bird with the Redhead next. The 
Redhead has been increasing tremendously. The fall 
build-up began very early at Bear River and there 
were 28,000 Redheads by July 11. By Aug. 15 there 
were 157,000 Pintails, which is a little low com- 
pared with the five-year average (Marvin P. Duncan). 

At Stillwater Refuge in western Nevada the water 
level was low to start with and rapidly dried up so 
that waterfowl production was 3325 compared with 
20,691 last year. Diving ducks were most affected. 
The adult birds were present but with their habitat 
drying up they did not nest (Kiger). 

The Klamath Basin reported a total increase of 66 
per cent in ducks over last year, a very poor year. 
However, production is still 28 per cent below the 
five-year average. Migrant ducks were coming into 
the Klamath Basin in numbers by July 31 (Bob 
Abney). 

Hawks.—Nothing remarkable to note, except that 
Ernest Greenwalt found ‘Red-tailed and Swainson’s 
Hawks parked their young on barns and poles on 
the east fringes of the National Elk Refuge at Jack- 
son, close to the large ground squirrel colony and 
helped curtail the abundant supply of these rodents.” 

Sandhill Cranes.—In addition to Malheur, Ruby 
Lakes in central Nevada is another large breeding 
ground of this species in the Great Basin. There were 
200 Sandhills at Ruby Lakes this season (D. A. 
Pierce). 
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Phalaropes.—Northern Phalaropes are common mi- 
grants in the Great Basin. Gleb Kashin reported 
thousands of them on the Great Salt Lake, Aug. 11. 
At Stillwater, in western Nevada, about one-third of 
the migrating phalaropes are Northern (Kiger). The 
rest are Wilson's, of course. 


Gulls.—The 1957-1958 overflow co: Malheur has 
left a Harney Lake which is drying up more slowly 
than Malheur itself. This made conditions on Harney 
Lake ideal for gulls, with small fish more available 
in the diminishing lake. There were 50,000 gulls this 
season—a mixture of California and Ring-billed. The 
California Gulls had a successful breeding season, 
with 1000 nests (Marshall). 

Swifts—A pair of Black Swifts (presumably 
breeding birds) were noted by Sidney Hyde on July 
16 in the canyon of the Gunnison, 35 miles below 
Gunnison on the western slope of Colorado. The 
Black Swift is almost certainly a regular breeder in 
the canyon of the Gunnison. 

Hummingbirds.—Mrs. Crews in the mesa country 
of western Colorado at Hotchkiss is having her usual 
summer influx of hummers and feeding about a pint 
of syrup a day. She has Black-chinned, Calliope, 
Broad-tailed, and Rufous steadily. In 1954 and again 
on Aug. 13th 6 birds that fit the description of male 
Allen's appeared. This should be too far east and 
north for this bird, but western Colorado with its 
different climate is as little known ornithologically as 
is any part of the United States. 

Vireos—Gleb Kashin had singing (Plumbeous) 
Solitary Vireos at Half Moon Lake in the Wind River 
Mountains of western Wyoming in July. 

Bobolinks—The distribution of the Bobolink is 
somewhat spotty in this area. L. M. Baylor found 
them breeding at Fort Hall Indian Reservation in 
southern Idaho near Pocatello on June 12. 

Orioles —C. H. Baer and Harold Holt in the last 
week of May and the first of June identified a Scott’s 
Oriole on the south rim of the Black Canyon of the 
Gunnison. This is the first record for the state of 
Colorado. 

Grosbeaks.—There are numerous reports of Blue 
Grosbeaks from Grand Junction in western Colorado. 
Mrs. Gustafson of that area reported 2 breeding pairs 
near her home. A Blue Grosbeak also showed up just 
west of Casper in central Wyoming on July 9 (OKS). 
—Dr. Otiver K. Scott, 437 E. 13th St., Casper, 
Wyo 


SOUTHWEST REGION.—The summer was ac- 
counted quite a bit drier than usual in Arizona, 
especially in June and July, while eastward moisture 
conditions approached normal and in southeastern 
New Mexico and trans-Pecos Texas they were normal 
to above normal. June was considerably warmer than 
usual, with the balance of the summer bringing normal 
temperatures. Cover conditions were generally good, 
thanks to the winter's precipitation. Food conditions 
were generally better than normal, with berries and 
seeds of various kinds plentiful; perhaps worthy of 
mention was a heavy crop of algerita berries in central 
Arizona. From all reports, nesting success on the part 
of most birds seemed to be closely tied to the amount 
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of precipitation, with success highest where the rain- 
fall was highest. 

Grebes, Boobies, Cormorants—An unusual linger- 
ing Western Grebe was found at Tornillo Lake, 
Paso Co., Tex., Jume 27 (Roy Fisk). The Brown 
Booby present at Martinez Lake, Ariz., on the Im- 
perial National Wildlife Refuge, since Sept. 1958, was 
there throughout this period, nearing the end of the 
second year of its stay (Gale Monson). A _ lone 
Double-crested Cormorant was present at the Lake 
Ranch near Tucson, Ariz., from April 24 until June 
10, roosting high in the same dead eucalyptus each 
evening (Florence Thornburg). 

Herons and Ibises.—A blue Little Blue Heron was 
observed at Fort Hancock, Hudspeth Co., Tex. 
(date?) (Peter Alden, Mary Belle Keefer, Lilla 
Thomas). At the Bosque del Apache Nat'l Wildlife 
Refuge, N. Mex. an unknown number of Snowy Egrets 
nested; a peak of 219 birds was counted there on 
Aug. 9 (Merle O. Bennett). An indefinite number of 
Black-crowned Night Herons also nested at the 
Bosque Refuge, where about 80 adults were present 
throughout the period (MOB). A lone Wood Ibis 
seen at California Swamp, above Laguna Dam, Ariz— 
Calif., July 20, was the only one seen this year, where 
230 were present at the same time in 1959 (GM). 

W aterfow]—Quite a variety of ducks lingered into 
June in small numbers at water areas in the El Paso 
Region, particularly at Tornillo Lake; these included 
most of the dabbling species, plus Lesser Scaups and 
Ruddy Ducks (RF). Ducks were more numerous this 
summer than last at the Bosque Refuge, with mostly 
Mallards breeding, also a few Gadwall and Cinnamon 
Teal and at least 1 pair of Pintail (MOB). Mallards 
also got off a good hatch at Bitter Lake Nat'l Wildlife 
Refuge, N. Mex. (Russell Clapper). Four male Green- 
winged Teal, a male Shoveler, and 2 pairs of Ring- 
necked Ducks at Walker Lake, Calif., at the north 
end of the Imperial Refuge, June 5, were certainly 
unusual (GM). A family of Blue-winged Teal was 
observed at a marshy area north of Nogales, Ariz.. 
June 2, 3, and 5 (Bill Harrison). 

Hawks.—Mississippi Kites continued to be present 
in the Country Club district at El Paso, where 1 was 
seen on June 26, and 2 on July 17 (RF). An adult 
Goshawk was identified on Aztec Peak, Sierra Ancha., 
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.riz., July 20; 3 Swainson’s Hawks were seen going 
ver the same peak, June 22 (Janet and R. Roy John- 
in). A Zone-tailed Hawk nest with young was found 
n a cottonwood on a tributary of the Big Sandy River, 

Mohave Co., Ariz., Aug. 6 (Bill Musgrove). An 

carly returning Marsh Hawk was noted near Deming, 

N. Mex., Aug. 9 (Dale A. Zimmerman). An addi- 

tional Caracara nest (see last report) was discovered 

near Covered Wells, Papago Indian Reservation, Ariz., 

June 9 (Seymour H. Levy). A juvenile and 2 adult 

Prairie Falcons were found at Frenchman Tank, Tank 

Mountains, on the Kofa Game Range, Ariz., June 28 

and 29 (GM). A Peregrine Falcon, attacking a Com- 

mon Raven (and vice versa), was seen on Aztec Peak, 

Sierra Ancha, July 25 (RRJ). 

Quail.—Scaled Quail were not nearly so common as 
during the last several years in the El Paso Region 
(RF), and at the Bitter Lake Refuge (RC). Gambel’s 
Quail continued to enjoy an exceptionally good nest- 
ing season throughout their range, with particularly 
large numbers noted in western Arizona and on the 
Bosque Refuge. Two Harlequin Quail were seen near 
Reserve, N. Mex., July 28 (BH). 

Rails.—A Clapper Rail was observed at Martinez 
Lake, Imperial Refuge, on June 24 (GM). A Virginia 
Rail was killed by a car near Roswell, N. Mex. Jufie 
27 (Vester Montgomery). 

Shorebirds.—Unusually large numbers of Killdeer 
nested at the Bosque Refuge (MOB). The Long-billed 
Curlew was scarce this year in the Roswell region 
(VM). A Spotted Sandpiper was observed flying along 
a road at Cedar Crest, in the lower part of the Sandia 
Mountains, N. Mex., Aug. 9 (Barbara McKnight). 
One each of Least and Western Sandpipers at West 
Pond, Calif., on the Imperial Refuge, June 27, were 
the earliest returning migrants of their species ever 
noted in the Colorado Valley (GM). As many as 25 
Black-necked Stilts (including 2 nests), were counted 
in the Tornillo Lake and Ft. Hancock areas, June 12 
(RF). 

Terns.—An unusual lingering Forster's Tern was 
seen at Tornillo Lake, June 12 (RF). Eleven Black 
Terns at West Pond, Imperial Refuge, June 27, were 
very early (GM). 

Doves.—Mourning Doves were very common 
throughout the Region, being particularly abundant on 
the Bosque Refuge (MOB) and in the Kofa Moun- 
tains, Kofa Game Range (GM). 

Owls.—Indications that the E!f Owl may be ex- 
tending its range were seen in the following records: 
2 in the Davis Mountains, Tex., May 7 (Anne Le 
Sassier, ef al.); a nesting female taken at Chloride, 
Mohave Co., Ariz., May 27, and brought to Mus- 
grove; and 1 seen along Workman Creek, Sierra 
Ancha, July 24 (RRJ). A Long-eared Owl first seen 
at Owl Woods, Ariz., on the Imperial Refuge, May 2, 
was still there, June 6 (GM). 

Goatsuckers, Swifts, and Hummingbirds.—There 
was a definite increase in the number of Common 
Nighthawks at Silver City, N. Mex. (DAZ). A White- 
throated Swift was seen with Cliff Swallows in 
Eureka Pass, Imperial Refuge, July 28 (GM). Three 
male Rufous Hummingbirds had already arrived in 
Silver City by July 9 (DAZ). Violet-crowned Hum- 








mingbirds could not be found in Guadalupe Canyon 
in the Guadalupe Mountains, Ariz—N. Mex. (DAZ). 

Trogons.—Coppery-tailed Trogons were seen by 
several people at Madera Canyon in the Santa Rita 
Mountains, Ariz.; 2 nests were broken up, perhaps 
because of too much interference from photographers 
(FT). 

W oodpeckers—A number of Red-shafted Flickers 
were noted at El Paso during the summer, including 
8 on June 26 and 6 on Aug. 7 (RF). A male Gilded 
Flicker was taken 5 miles west of Kingman, Ariz., 
Aug. 14 (Musgrove). An Acorn Woodpecker was 
found in McKelligon Canyon, El Paso, June 26 
(LuVenia Arnold, RF). 

Flycatchers.—Only 1 pair of Thick-billed Kingbirds 
could be located in Guadalupe Canyon this summer 
(DAZ). The Western Kingbird was unusually abun- 
dant at Roswell (VM) and El Paso (RF). Nesting 
attempts by 2 pairs of Scissor-tailed Flycatchers near 
El Paso were unsuccessful (RF). One was observed 
near La Cienega, south of Santa Fe, N. Mex., June 12 
(Elmer Schooley). Two juvenile Vermilion Fly- 
catchers at Adobe Lake, Ariz., on the Imperial Refuge, 
July 28, were the only young ones seen on the refuge 
in several years (GM). 

Horned Larks and Swallows.—A single Horned 
Lark was seen at Martinez Lake, Imperial Refuge, 
June 27 (GM). Many Cliff Swallows were nesting on 
the dam at Bluewater Lake, Valencia Co., N. Mex’, 
in June (Mrs. C. C. Davis). Purple Martins ap- 
peared in numbers for the first time in 3 years at the 
Lake Ranch, near Tucson, with as many as 150 seen 
on June 22 (FT). 

Dippers, Mockinghirds, and Thrushes—An adult 
Dipper was watched feeding 2 young on Diamond 
Creek, White Mountains, Ariz., June 28 (Betty 
Jackson). A Mockingbird nest with eggs was found 
at Roswell on the very early date of March 28 (VM). 
The species was an unusually common nester at El 
Paso (RF), and large numbers also were present at 
Globe, Ariz. (BJ, e¢ al.). Robins were plentiful at 
Roswell (VM). Three albino Western Bluebirds were 
seen at Las Alamos, N. Mex., Aug. 6; they were 
believed to have been present as early as July 3 (L. G. 
Hawkins, et al.). 

Phainopeplas, Wood Warblers, and Orioles.— 
Phainopeplas were abundant in June in Guadalupe 
Canyon, where only 1 pair was found last year 
(DAZ). The Yellow Warbler seems to have dis- 
appeared completely as a nesting bird along the 
lower Colorado River, where the Lucy's Warbler also 
has virtually disappeared and Bell's Vireo is greatly 
reduced in numbers; this has happened in only the 
last half-dozen years and may possibly be attributed 
to Brown-headed Cowbird parasitism (GM). A male 
Am. Redstart was noted at Ysleta, El Paso Co., Tex., 
June 12 and 27 (RF). Male Scott's and Bullock's 
Orioles left a feeding station at Globe on Aug. 1 
(L. L. Hargrave). 

Finches and Sparrows.—Cardinals now may be 
accounted common along the Big Sandy River up to 
15 miles north of Wikieup, Mohave Co., Ariz. (Mus- 
grove). The Blue Grosbeak was nesting near Abiquiu, 
Rio Arriba Co., N. Mex., in late July (BJ). A male 
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Indigo Bunting was present on Aztec Peak, Sierra 
Ancha, from June 1 to mid-July, but no Lazuli Bun- 
tings whatsoever were seen (RRJ)! A male was 
banded at Tesuque, Santa Fe Co., N. Mex., July 30 
(James R. Travis, ef al.). There were more Painted 
Buntings at El Paso than during the last 2 years (RF). 
One male and 2 female Cassin’s Finches were ob- 
served at Phoenix, Ariz., June 4, feeding on wild 
sunflower seeds (Vic H. Housholder), certainly a 
most unusual record. Lesser Goldfinches were abun- 
dant at Las Vegas, N. Mex. (ES). They were absent 
since last fall until July 9 at Silver City and along 
the Gila River in New Mexico; since then they have 
been present there in small numbers (DAZ). 

A Gray-headed Junco was seen as low as Cedar 
Crest, Sandia Mountains, July 17 (McKnight). Chip- 
ping Sparrows were already flocking in the Sierra 
Ancha by July 25 (RRJ). 

Corrigendum.—Delete reference to Barrow's Gold- 
eneye, Audubon Field Notes 14:330; the bird was a 
Redhead.—GaLe Monson, U. S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, P.O. Box 1032, Yuma, Ariz. 


COHOE, ALASKA.—Adherence to the normal sum- 
mer pattern of a dry May and June, and then rain in 
late July, served to produce an excellent crop of young 
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birds. Except for some sparrows, this did not show as 
any surplus of birds in the late August analysis of 
juvenals, and we can assume that there were heavy 
losses, possibly to such causes as birds of prey and 
(among later nesters) the excessive rainfall after July 
23. 

Without question the most exciting event of this 
season was the discovery of a pair of Hudsonian 
Godwits in the tundra swamp behind Cohoe Beach. 
Omitting details of sightings made elsewhere in 
Alaska (The Condor: Dr. Brina Kessel), we find a 
situation of four recorded instances of this species 
within the past two years—this of a bird which by 
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reason of its scarcity had been considered unlikely .o 
appear again in Alaska. Unless incidence of nest 
elsewhere has been found, but not to-date reported 
may be permissible to state that this Cohoe record 
the pair, supported by the later observation of a ch 
with them, could constitute the first Alaskan breedine 
record in recent times. 

Old records attribute several sightings of this gi 
wit to the vicinity of the town of Kenai, a ston 
throw, ornithologically speaking, from Cohoe. Idea 
breeding habitat exists between the Kenai and Kasilof 
Rivers through that area known locally as the Kalifen 
sky Swamp. This extensive area of tundra swamp re 
cently became the site of discovery of natural gas 
wells. This specific area cannot definitely be defined as 
a nesting site and it would also be erroneous to 
positively state that drilling activity might have dis- 
turbed godwits nesting there, forcing them to find 
other territory. The area behind Cohoe Beach has 
been under limited observation for four nesting sea- 
sons but is large enough to allow these birds to nest 
undetected during previous summers. We are faced 
again with the old problem of too little information 
available on abundance or occurrence of any species 
within the state to allow us the luxury of theorizing 

In the same category would be the status of the 
Aleutian Tern in Cook's Inlet; the southbound flight 
of 13 juvenals in August might indicate limited 
breeding somewhere in the Inlet or merely post-natal 
wandering from known nesting grounds on Kodiak 
Island. Two Sabine’s Gulls, seen on July 8, are rare 
visitors, or transients, hardly to be looked for as a 
breeding species. 

The first promise of an excellent cone crop pro- 
duced the sudden re-appearance of White-winged 
Crossbills, although no nesting activity was reported 
This summer also marked the first sighting of a Red- 
breasted Nuthatch since June of 1955; these had been 
reported last summer from Homer and vicinity after 
a similar absence of five years from that area (Mairiis 
Kilcher). This bird was seen here on June 15 and 
should be credited with transient status only. The 
same would apply to the Western Wood Pewee on 
June 21, the second noted in Cohoe during the years 
of observation. 

Secondary in order of importance to the godwits 
was the occurrence of a Long-eared Owl, well be- 
yond the limits of its normal range. This was heard 
first on Aug. 12, and seen at close range for identifica 
tion on Aug. 20 (Eugene and Mary A. Smith). 

Loons, W’aterfowl—Ccmmon Loons, in general, en- 
joyed a successful breeding season; a total of 4 young 
was produced by 3 pairs in the immediate vicinity. 
Unsuccessful for the fourth consecutive year, the Ar 
tic Locns did not make any second attempt at incuba- 
tion as they have done in former years. These un- 
fortunate birds managed to hatch the 2 eggs with 
disaster overtaking the young after the first day. Some 
speculation concerning the activities of a Bald Eagle 
seen in the country at the time of hatching has been 
made. The earliest detected instance of Mallard young 
was made this spring when a hen and 7 ducklings 
were seen at Moose River north of Kenai on May 2¢ 
(Ralph Soberg). 
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Hawks, Grouse.—The discovery of both Red-tailed 
| Pigeon Hawk's nesting sites did not produce any 
,un of breeding activity therein; but as both were 

accessible without wings, it was impossible to de- 
termine whether or not eggs were present. However, 

juvenal Pigeon Hawk was observed in the vicinity 
f the nest on Aug. 16 (MAS). A Bald Eagle was 
liscovered nest building near Homer by April 2; 
subsequently the presence of strangers in the area 
forced the birds to abandon the nest (MK). Ac- 
cidental flushing of a hen Spruce Grouse on May 17 
lisclosed a nest containing 3 eggs; these were found 
abandoned later and were sent to the University of 
Alaska. 

Shorebirds, Jaegers, Gulls, Terns —Two juvenal 
Least Sandpipers accompanying an adult were seen on 
July 6. Excellent hatchings of both species of yellow- 
legs were the rule, mainly 3 to 4 young per pair, but 
some families were of 2. As previously stated, the 
nesting of the Hudsonian Godwit was the apex of 
the season. Both adult birds were seen at the time of 
initial sighting on June 28, again on July 2 (MAS). 
Attempting to procure proper light conditions for 
photography delayed further visits until the morning 
of July 6 which dawned bright and clear. The vicis- 
situdes of Alaskan weather, however, foil the best- 
laid plans and by the time the breeding ground was 
reached the sun had vanished behind a light, luminous 
overcast. Slides were taken which do aot show enough 
of the bird for proper identification. The Hudsonian 
Godwit chick was found in one of the open pools in 
this marsh skulking most skillfully through the vege- 
tation. Some down still adhered to its body; it made 
no attempt to fly. A pencil sketch was made of the 
chick at this time. 

Immature jaegers, assumed to be Parasitic as that 
is the species known to nest locally, were seen through 
early August. The Long-tailed Jaeger was found nest- 
ing in the high country between Lakes Skilak and 
Tustemena by Gerry Atwell of the Alaska Department 
of Fish and Game. Slides were made of the nest and 
2 young despite the attacks of the parent birds. 

A sad lack of avian wisdom seems to afflict the 
Mew Gulls nesting on the Kasilof Flats; each year 
they build on the bare ground, certain to be covered 
by high tides in June and July. Of a colony of 6 nests, 
only one (containing 3 eggs) providently built on 
a hummock survived to hatching. Other colonies met 
with the same percentage of success on the flats; but 
inland, on Upper Trap Lake, they fared better. Ju- 
venal Mew Gulls plus young of Bonaparte’s Gull 
and the Arctic Tern were found there on July 3. The 
flight of 13 juvenal Aleutian Terns just off Cohoe 
Beach on Aug. 17 was most noteworthy. Additionally 
so was their apparent lack of fear of humans, flying 
directly over and almost into the boat, so close that 
the observers could detect, with the naked eye, the 
positive identification of the black bill (MAS, ES). 

Jays, Ravens, Chickadees.—The first actual observa- 
tion in Cohoe of young Gray Jays in the nest was 
made this spring despite continuous occurrence and 
known breeding in the area. The first nest was visited 
on May 10, reported by John Chieslak, whose house 








was within 100 yards of the nest; the second nest, in 
more secluded surroundings, was found on May 14 
(MAS). Much earlier nesting was the rule in the 
Homer area; both Gray and Steller's Jays had com- 
menced by April 6; a Common Raven also was re- 
ported building there prior to April 2 (MK). 

The discovery on May 19 of a nesting site of the 
Boreal Chickadee preluded an interesting study of 
the incubation and nesting of this species. The nest 
contained 6 eggs by May 23, these hatching by June 
5, but the fledgings did not desert the nest until June 
26; these birds are slow to leave in comparison with 
open nesting species. This nest, additionally, was later 
than normal; juvenal Boreal Chickadees were seen. 
out of the nest, by May 28. 

Thrushes, Waxwings, Warblers.—Few pairs of nest- 
ing Robins could be located, but the percentage of 
successful nests among these was high; in 4 nests 
under close observation hatching success was 100 
per cent. The general number of 3 to 4 eggs per nest 
prevailed among the Swainson’s and Gray-cheeked 
Thrushes with each producing one nest of 5 eggs. 
Also surprising was the fact that all 5 eggs hatched 
and young survived to leave the nest. Bohemian Wax- 
wings, rising from comparative scarcity in past years 
to one of the most abundant summer residents this 
season, nested in good numbers. One nest at Kasilof 
was discovered in the process of hatching on June 12: 
4 just-hatched young and 1 egg (Vern St. Louis, 
MAS). Hatching success of warbler nests was good; 
2 nests of the Orange-crowned Warbler were found, 
one containing 5 eggs, another with 6 just-hatched 
young, but the latter met with disaster shortly after- 
ward. Many individual juvenals were seen later as 
well as young of the Myrtle Warbler. Two Blackpoll 
Warbler nests were found, each with 6 eggs which 
hatched successfully. Information concerning breeding 
of the Townsend's Warbler came from Homer where 
observations were made of a female feeding young 
last year (MK). 

Blackbirds, Finches, Sparrows.—The only nest of 
the Rusty Blackbird to be located had met with dis- 
aster at the time of hatching; 4 dead young and 1 
unhatched egg remained in the nest when it was found 
on June 20. Evidentally the female had met with mis- 
hap and although the male bird was nearby, he ap- 
parently had made no attempt to feed the young 
Somewhat the same situation occurred in the case of 
a Pine Grosbeak nest with 4 eggs found on June 8. 
Visits after June 15 found the eggs cold; these were 
later collected. More successful was a nest of 4 eggs 
found on June 11. Redpolls were far down in num- 
bers in comparison with previous seasons; the only 
nest found, that in an incompleted state on July 24, 
was abandoned. Some young redpolls were observed 
by June 15 from early spring nests. The Kasilof Flats 
and other marshy areas teemed with an excellent 
hatch of young Savannah Sparrows and juvenal Slate- 
colored Juncos, and White-crowned Sparrows were 
scarcely less abundant in the uplands during the Au- 
gust pre-migrational gatherings. All sightings were 
made by the compiler unless otherwise specified.- 
Mary A. SmitH, Cohoe, Alaska. 





NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.—A 
cold, wet May caused some spring migrants to be 
late. June and July were notable for the lack of rain- 

















fall. June temperatures were only slightly below 
normal, but marked by dry and sunny days. July was 
warmer than average and just as dry. The lack of 
rainfall seemed to contribute to excellent success with 
summer nesting birds, and late broods were especially 
abundant. David Stirling reported that absence of 
new cones on the Douglas Fir, grand fir and alpine 
fir this year was in direct contrast with last year's 
good crop, which produced a deer mouse explosion 
this summer, which in turn has influenced the owl, 
siskin and crossbill populations. The editors are in- 
debted to the National Park Service for the observa- 
tions made at Olympic National Park. 

Loons, Shearwaters, Cormorants.—Fewer Common 
Loons spent the summer at Black Creek, Vancouver 
Island (DS): and one was found at the Beaver Pond 
in E. C. Manning Provincial Park on July 26 (RB). 
The Arctic Loon, which is an abundant transient but 
not known to nest in British Columbia, was later 
than usual; 8 were seen at Black Creek, and 40 at 
Union Bay on June 30 (RTE, DS). A flock of 
100 Sooty Shearwaters was observed at Port An- 
geles, Wash. on July 28 (BM, JM, DS, RS). The 
number of cormorants nesting on Mittlenatch Island 
in the Gulf of Georgia had increased to 155 pairs 
(W. J. Merilees, fide TP). Pelagic Cormorants were 
carrying nesting material on the Chain Islands in Oak 
Bay, near Victoria on May 28 (DS, RS, DW). 

Waterfowl._—Nesting Mallards had decreased in 
numbers at Stanley Park, Vancouver, B. C. (GMM). 
The discovery of a nest with eleven eggs of the 
Cinnamon Teal at Victoria on May 7 is the first 
known Vancouver Island nesting record (AP). A 
female Wood Duck with 12 ducklings, and one with 
9 larger ducklings were observed at Orcas Island on 
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May 29 (JIC); a brood of 3 young was at Pitt 
Meadows, B. C., June 11; and a female with 7 young 
was at Matsqui, B. C. on Aug. 7 (GMM). A pair of 
Barrow's Goldeneyes was seen at Comox, and one of 
the pair was observed leaving a hole in a snag (TP). 
A Harlequin Duck was seen on the Elwha River ncir 
the Altaire Campground in Olympic National Park, 
June 16 (GA). A female Hooded Merganser with | 4 
small young was seen on Orcas Island, May 29 (JIC). 

Hawks.—Five Bald Eagles were seen together at 
Comox in June, but Theed Pearse was doubtful that 
the local pair produced young. A juvenile Marsh 
Hawk at the Comox slough on Aug. 6 was early. A 
few Marsh Hawks are seen every year on Vancouver 
Island, but usually not until late September or October 
(DS, RS). Ospreys were nesting at Point Roberts, 
April 10 (WHH). The Sparrow Hawk is a common 
permanent resident of the Region, but definite dates 
of recent breeding activity in Washington are so few 
that an observation of an adult with 2 fledglings at 
Soleduck Park, 4000 ft., Olympic National Park on 
Aug. 4 (GA) seems worthy of mention. 

Grouse, Quail, Cranes, Coots.—A Ruffed Grouse 
with 3 downy young was seen at Medina on May 18 
(WMH). Three broods of Mountain Quail were 
seen in the Munn Road area near Victoria (DS, RS) 
Other broods were seen by Mr. Bolten, who has a 
farm in this area. The Mountain Quail is a local resi- 
dent of three hilly habitats near Victoria. It is little 
known and has been seldom seen by local naturalists 
A Sandhill Crane was seen on Sauvie Island on July 
9 (JBC, JO). An adult Am. Coot with a single chick 
and one feeding larger chicks were seen at Medford 
on July 13 (RB). 

Shorebirds.—A Killdeer chick only a few hours old 
was banded at Blaine on May 18 (LK). Two imma- 
ture Spotted Sandpipers were seen at the Rogue River 
near Modoc Road in Oregon on July 17 (RB). A 
Baird’s Sandpiper observed at the melt of a large 
snowbank at 6000 ft. on Mt. Adams on July 24 (JBC) 
is the southernmost individual yet recorded in western 
Washington. Two juveniles were seen at Comox on 
Aug. 8 (TP). 

Glaucous-winged Gulls —Two breeding colonies 
were found in the Gulf Islands, one of 200 on July 9 
and the other of 562 on July 17. The nesting popula- 
tion on Mittlenatch Island was estimated to be around 
900 pairs. Some 300 of the young gulls were banded: 
this was estimated to be roughly half of the chick 
population (Raymond Barnes, W. J. Merilees, fide 
TP). 

Ouls.—Two Barn Owls (rare) were seen in Vic- 
toria in July (AP). A Screech Owl was nesting at 
Stanley Park on May 16 (WHH); and they were 
abundant at Black Creek (Raymond Barnes, DS). 
There were 2 reports of Great Horned Owls at Vic- 
toria. 

Nighthawks, Swifts—The first Common Night- 
hawks were seen at Sea Island near Vancouver, B. C.. 
June 3; and they arrived at Victoria, June 5 (late) 
The best report was a count of 136 on a ten-mile 
stretch of highway between Black Creek and Comox 
on July 28. Black Swifts were believed to nest scme- 
where near Black Creek, as they were observed nearly 
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ery day there during the summer (RYE, DS). 
\Vaux's Swifts were seen at dusk at Altaire Camp- 
yund, Olympic National Park, June 16 (GA). 

Kingfishers, Woodpeckers—Belted Kingfishers 
nested on California Creek at Blaine; the young left 
this nest on June 16 (LK). Red-shafted Flickers were 
feeding large young in a fire-blackened stub on Table 
Mountain in Kittitas County, Wash. from June 18 to 
0. Three nests of the Williamson's Sapsucker were 
located in the Ahtanum State Forest, 30 miles west of 
Yakima, Wash. on July 1; each nest contained noisy 
young (BB, EB). (For more details on nesting of 
Williamson's Sapsuckers refer to account of Mountain 
Chickadee). Two immature Downy Woodpeckers were 
observed at Lake Sammamish State Park on July 1 
(VEC). 

Flycatchers, Swallows.—An Eastern Kingbird (un- 
common) was at Black Creek, Aug. 9 (DS). Traill’s 
Flycatchers were still carrying food to young at Blaine, 
Aug. 2. A newly constructed nest of the Dusky Fly- 
catcher was found on Table Mountain on June 18; 
there were 3 eggs when next checked on June 26. A 
Western Flycatcher’s nest with young found by Betsey 
D. Cutler at Crater Lake National Park on July 12 is 
the second nest ever found there; however, the bird 
is a common breeder in the Region. Of 4 nest boxes 
that Violet-green Swallows used at her home at Blaine, 
Mrs. Kline reported that each nesting was successful 
with the young leaving the nests between June 17 and 
July 7. At Seattle, they left the nest by July 4 (VEC). 
Tree Swallows also had a good nesting season. Rough- 
winged Swallows were carrying nesting material at 
Blaine, June 1; and an adult with 6 fledglings was 
seen on the ocean beach near Kalaloch, Olympic 
National Park, July 20 (GA). Barn Swallows were 
sitting on a second set of eggs at Issaquah, Wash., 
Aug. 14 (Edith Hughes). A colony of 516 Cliff 
Swallows was found at Pitt Meadows, June 11; one 
of 360 at Chilliwack, July 1; and one of 192 at Surrey, 
July 10, all in British Columbia (J. Sarles). At least 
2 colonies were present at Lake Crescent, Olympic 
National Park (GA). 

Chickadees, Bushtits—Black-capped Chickadees 
were picking up suet at a bird feeder and carrying it 
to their young at Seattle, May 18 (VEC). Mountain 
Chickadees were feeding nestlings in a Ponderosa Pine 
stump at Table Mountain from June 17 to June 30. 

On June 29, 1959, a small grove of live aspen trees 
in Ahtanum State Forest contained 4 nests of hole- 
nesting species living in very close proximity. Of the 
6 tree trunks in this 20-foot circle, three contained 
active nests: A Red-shafted Flicker and a Tree Swal- 
low, one 8 feet above the other in the same tree; a 
Williamson's Sapsucker; and a Mountain Chickadee 
18 feet up, the latter two only 8 feet apart. A visit 
to the same grove on July 1 of this year revealed a 
curious exchange of nesting sites: the Mountain 
Chickadee was nesting in the old Williamson's Sap- 
sucker’s hole only one foot above the 1959 chickadee 
nest. Another Mountain Chickadee nest was found 
within a mile of this aspen grove and was less than 
10 feet from a Williamson's Sapsucker nest 1214, feet 
up in a live aspen. 

Chestnut-backed Chickadees were feeding 4 fledg- 





lings on Orcas Island, May 29 (JIC); and nestlings 
were being fed in a large stump at Shelton, Wash. on 
May 28 and 29 (BB, EB). Bushtits began nest build- 
ing in Seattle on April 26, and the young left this 
nest on June 10 (BB, EB); another nest contained 
young on May 18 (VEC). 

Cathird.—One seen at Pitt Meadows, B. C. on June 
11 and 25 possibly may have been a breeding bird. 

Thrushes.—The first fledgling Robins were noted 
at Blaine, May | (LK). A Robin's nest with 3 eggs 
was found in a Ponderosa Pine on Table Mountain, 
June 19. A Varied Thrush was seen carrying food in 
the Ahtanum State Forest on July 3; the nest was not 
located, but an old nest of the species was found in 
the area. Hermit Thrushes were carrying nesting ma- 
terial on Table Mountain, June 17. A Western Blue- 
bird's nest with 6 eggs was found on Table Mountain, 
June 17; where a Mountain Bluebird was nesting in 
another snag just 90 feet away. 

Starlings and Mynas.—The Starling has continued 
to increase. Small numbers were seen every day in 
June and July at Miracle Beach Provincial Park, 
although they were not seen there in 1959 (DS). The 
flock at Comox has doubled in the last year and they 
successfully nested at Blaine. The Crested Myna is 
reported as “‘locally breeding in good numbers” at 
Vancouver, B. C. 

Vireos, Warblers —The Red-eyed Vireo was seen 
and heard several times at Black Creek. The last 20 
years has seen an increase of this vireo in the Comox 
Campbell River area. A nest of the Warbling Vireo, 
with 2 young ready to fly, was found at Lake Crescent, 
June 29 (GA). A female Yellow Warbler was carry- 
ing nesting material at Blaine, June 6; a pair was 
feeding fledglings, July 12 (LK). An Audubon’s 
Warbler began building a nest in a small pine tree 
on Table Mountain, June 16; the structure was com- 
plete, June 19; the nest was found empty and de- 
serted, June 30. Two pairs of Townsend's Warblers 
were seen carrying food on Table Mountain in June; 
no nests were located. One Hermit Warbler was at 
Talant, Oreg. on June 26 (RB). Yellow-breasted 
Chats were feeding 2 young in a yard at Blaine, June 
1 (LK); records of this bird nesting in western Wash- 
ington are scarce. 

Meadowlarks, Blackbirds, Cowbirds.—Western 
Meadowlarks were feeding fledglings at Blaine, July 
15. A pair of Brewer's Blackbirds began nest building 
at Blaine, April 3; the young had hatched by May 8; 
four nestlings were banded, May 25; and the young 
left the nest, June 3. At Seattle Brewer's Blackbirds 
were nest building and egg laying on April 28. 
Brown-headed Cowbirds are increasing in numbers, 
and were reported as being fed by Song Sparrows and 
Warbling Vireos. 

Grosbeaks and Finches.—The Black-headed Gros- 
beak was nesting at Marpole, B. C., May 12 (WHH); 
and one was seen carrying food from a feeder to its 
young at Seattle, July 7 (VEC). Two 4 Lazuli 
Buntings (rare) were reported from Comox (TP). 
There was a heavy influx of Evening Grosbeaks into 
the Black Creek area in early August (DS). A 
Cassin’s Finch was seen carrying nesting material on 
Table Mountain, June 16; the birds were very abun- 
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dant there from June 16 to 30, but no nests were 
found. The first young House Finches appeared at a 
food station in Seattle, June 9 (VEC); at Comox they 
brought off young successfully, and are believed stead- 
ily increasing in numbers (TP). Pine Siskins were 
generally erratic in distribution and no nestings were 
reported. American Goldfinches were seen daily at a 
residence in Burnaby, B. C. in July (WHH). Some 
very early nesting records for the Red Crossbill were 
of an unsuccessful attempt at Victoria on Feb. 9, 
and of 2 birds building and one sitting on Feb. 16. 

Sparrows.—The Rufous-sided Towhee was nest 
building at Seattle, April 7; a second nest was started 
on May 12 (BB, EB); young were still being fed in 
the nest on Aug. 15 (VEC). At Blaine on May 7 
Mrs. Kline found a Savannah Sparrow's egg in one 
of her bird-banding traps, but the bird had escaped. 
On June 13 she banded her first young one, and on 
Aug. 4, 4 fledglings. Oregon Juncos had a good nest- 
ing season, and brought off 2 broods at Seattle. Chip- 
ping Sparrows were feeding one very small young out 
of the nest on Table Mountain, June 29; the first 
young were noted at Medina, July 3 (WMH). White- 
crowned Sparrows (of the race pugetensis) were 
carrying food to nestlings at Blaine, May 7; and at 
Seattle, May 16. Two nests of the Lincoln's Sparrow 
located in the Ahtanum State Forest in early July 
contained large, well-feathered young. 

Contributors —(GA) George Alderson; (BB, EB) 
Bob and Elsie Boggs; (RB) Ralph Browning; (VEC) 
Violet E. Cannon; (JIC) Mrs. J. I. Colwell; (JBC) 
John B. Crowell; (RYE) R. Y. Edwards; (WMH) 
Walter M. Hagenstein; (WHH) Mr. and Mrs. W. H. 
Hesse; (LK) Lucile Kline; (GMM) George M. Mc- 
Kay; (BM, JM) Barry and Joanna Morgan; (JO) 
Jim Olson; (TP) Theed Pearse; (AP) Allan Poynter; 
(DS, RS) David and Ruth Stirling; (DW) Dierdre 
Webb.—Bos and Etsie Boos, 10434 22nd Ave. 
S.W’., Seattle 66, Wash. 


MIDDLE PACIFIC COAST REGION.—For the 
second straight summer, the weather was hotter and 
drier than usual. Even though there were some satis- 
factory rains, unlike last summer, extending well into 
May, June proved to be one of the hottest, driest 
Junes ever. The Central Valley, essentially rainless and 
warm as it is every summer, nevertheless experienced 
record heat as exemplified by an average 7° above 
normal at Sacramento. And July seemed to be an- 
other month just like its predecessor, which was very 
frustrating to bird observers from the entire length of 
the Valley. Rivers were low, some of the favorite 
ponds that act as oases for birds, such as Spreckels’ 
“sugar ponds,” dried up, and snow on the higher 
mountains melted much faster than usual, leaving 
Lassen Peak, among others, almost free of snow by 
early July. At the higher levels along coastal ranges, 
the Sierra Nevada, and the extreme northern mountain 
and plateau areas of Siskiyou County, birds were re- 
ported as nesting abundantly, with more species and 
individuals than usual. Certain species throughout the 
Region, in fact, appeared more conspicuously common 
than for some time: Turkey Vultures, Ravens, warblers 
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in the northern Sierra, Brown-headed Cowbirds, and 
Red Crossbills in larger-than-usual flocks. A probable 
direct result of lowland heat and dryness were the 
marked up-mountain movements of many species of 
birds; many more than usual were noted, after breed- 
ing in the lower areas, ranging upward in late summer. 

There was a definite early trend in the beginnings 
of fall migration of the smaller shorebirds. In spite of 
increasingly poor resting areas on the flats near Bay 
Farm Island, Alameda, and drying ponds in the in- 
terior, the numbers of these shorebirds were quite 
good in eariy July. Phalaropes showed a brief influx 
then, that tapered off, but began again during the 
second week of August. 

Loons, Grebes, Herons.—One or 2 Common Loons, 
and a similar number of Arctic Loons were noted occa- 
sionally during July, still in breeding plumage: off- 
shore from Moss Landing (MM, RS) and from San 
Francisco (BDC). Evidence of breeding Western 
Grebes at Mendota Refuge, 30 miles west of Fresno, 
lies in the sighting on June 26 of 5 adults and 1 
young, a small beggar that tried to climb on the 
back of an adult (MM). If breeders here be normal, 
then the area comes within the category of insuff- 
ciently reported areas. Great Blue Herons nested on 
the south side of the Klamath River, northern Siski- 
you County, during June. One nest located in the top 
of a tall conifer was said to have been used for many 
years (MSC). 

Waterfowl_—Nesting ducks suffered severe preda- 
tion from snakes that ate the eggs, and from muskrats 
that reportedly ate all the young near Red Bluff (BN). 
Two pairs of Fulvous Tree Ducks were seen in a rice 
field 5 miles north of Firebaugh, Fresno Co., on June 
26 (MM). A male Blue-winged Teal was noted on 
June 12, in Sierra Valley, Sierra Co., and possibly 
bred there (fide GMcC). Eight Lesser Scaup Ducks 
were located in the vicinity of the Berkeley Yacht 
Harbor in June, which is rather late for so many 
(MM). Common Mergansers had good nesting suc- 
cess at Boca Reservoir in Nevada County, judging 
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from the 60 young counted there on July 30 (GMcC); 
waile 3 females on June 22, and 10 to 15 females on 
June 26 were seen resting on the Klamath River, north 
of Yreka (Marty Miller, fide MSC). 

Hawks, Eagles —A nest of White-tailed Kites in 
Sacramento County was under observation and photog- 
raphy (LP) from June 7 (when 4 small young were 
present) until June 25 (when the first of the young, 
all then well-feathered, flew off). A mest site near 
Soledad, San Benito Co., was abandoned in the spring, 
and the 6 to 8 kites in the Castroville-Moss Landing 
area are the only ones there any longer, a reduction 
from the 10 to 12 noted in March (GPL). A Gos- 
hawk nest near Donner Summit was noticed deserted 
soon after a clutch of eggs had been laid. Closer ex- 
amination of the tree revealed the marks of climbing 
irons, obvious evidence of nest-robbing. This brings 
to mind that there have been recent disturbing reports 
of completely unscrupulous egg-collectors, particularly 
interested in the eggs of the larger eagles and falcons 
for foreign exchange or profit, causing serious field 
birders to be reluctant about revealing nest where- 
abouts at all. This is a sad state of affairs indeed, 
especially when these magnificent birds are being dis- 
couraged beyond the point of being reproductive at 
all in the face of a growing scarcity of suitable nest- 
sites due to the changing human land-use patterns. 
Another Goshawk nest proved to be successful at 7000 
ft. elevation near Tioga Pass when 2 full-grown young 
were noted in a nest in a Lodgepole Pine (MM). Bald 
Eagles were successful at an established nest in Shasta 
County, but were not noted breeding at an old nest 
in Siskiyou County (Marty Miller, fide MSC). Ospreys 
were welcomed at several summer locations: 6 at Clear 
Lake, Lake Co., on June 18 and 19 (RS); an adult 
was noted feeding young in a nest on a snag along 
the south bank of the Klamath River, Siskiyou Co., 
June 26 (Marty Miller, fide MSC); 3 were at Boca 
Reservoir between July 17 and 31 (GMcC); and an- 
other was seen at Tahoe City, July 28 (GMcC). The 
nestlings of a pair of Sparrow Hawks in the hole of 
an evicted Red-shafted Flicker near Red Bluff were 
raised on an interesting diet of local young Brewer's 
Blackbirds (BN). 

Grouse, Quail, Shorebirds—A female Sage Grouse 
and her 4 partly grown young were seen, Aug. 6, 
9 miles east of Sattley, in Sierra County (BCS); this 
species is rarely seen in the county anymore. California 
Quail met with varying breeding success, according to 
reporters. A trend toward earliness and good numbers 
in the northern part of the Region was noted, but 
mid-state birds seemed later and suffered noticeable 
predation in some areas. Of an expected 30 nests at 
Soquel, only 3 young were raised—by a single male; 
the rest fell prey to roaming cats, largely, although 
Scrub Jays were seen to snatch up the very young, too 
(FEH). Mountain Quail in upper Carmel Valley 
(GPL), and in the northern and Sierra mountains 
were termed successful in general (BCS, MCS). Even 
as the traditional “loafing grounds” between Bay Farm 
Island and Oakport Road, Alameda, are being filled in 
and rapidly becoming poorer for shorebirds, good 
numbers of Semipalmated and Black-bellied Plovers 
were arriving in July (JWK). About 30 Black-bellied 





Plovers, all but 1 in immature or winter plumage, 
were at the east approach to the Bay Bridge, Oak- 
land, June 17 and 25, and may have been the same 
group present on May 30, without other shorebirds 
around until late June (MM). A Common Snipe, 
arriving early on July 13, at Point Pinos, Pacific 
Grove, may have reflected the extreme inland dry- 
ness (GPL). About 500 Wilson's Phalaropes, half 
still in breeding plumage, along with the more usual 
coastal gathering of about 1000 Northern Phalaropes 
at the Moss Landing Salt Ponds on July 9 was a 
high number—and early—for such a coastal locality 
(MM). 

Alcids, Roadrunners Pigeon Guillemots began 
arriving to nest, May 31, at the Cliff House, San 
Francisco (FP); and about 3 nests were built beneath 
old buildings at Cannery Row, Monterey (GPL). The 
young that were in the most visible nest were almost 
ready to fly by July 31. An immature Marbled Murre- 
let was brought to Naturalist Ray Williams from 
Campground “A,” Big Basin Redwoods State Park, 
Santa Cruz Co., on Aug. 18, but a search still did not 
disclose a nest, unfortunately (fide EAP). Roadrunners 
were judged to be very common this summer around 
Millerton Lake State Park (FHW). 

Hummingbirds, Woodpeckers, Flycatchers—Three 
Anna’s Hummingbirds were seen repeatedly from June 
12 through July at the record northern summer loca- 
tion of Siskiyou County, 12 miles north of Yreka- 
(MSC). Six or 7 pairs of Costa’s Hummingbirds were 
seen in gardens around Friant, and Friant Dam vicinity, 
north of Fresno, through July (FHW). By the end of 
July, resident male Calliope Hummingbirds at Clark 
Station, Sierra Co., had departed, leaving females and 
immatures behind (BCS). A pair of Black-throated 
Three-toed Woodpeckers near Yuba Pass Summit, Si- 
erra Co., built 2 nest holes in living Aspen trees. On 
June 22, one of these holes and a hole of a pair of 
White-headed Woodpeckers had been broken up, dis- 
couraging both pairs. The Three-toed Woodpeckers 
left the vicinity, but the White-headed Woodpecker 
apparently proceeded to take over the second hole of 
the Three-toed Woodpeckers and were raising young 
in it by July 27 (BCS). Gray Flycatchers at Boca Res- 
ervoir were judged to be “commoner than before’ as 
nesting birds (GMcC). 

Swallows, Corvids, Chickadees, Dippers——An in- 
vestigation of a Bank Swallow colony on San Fran- 
cisco Ocean Beach showed that the first week of June 
was the peak of the breeding season for the 100 pairs 
or so that accepted the hazards of the slipping sand 
banks until the last of the young flew on Aug. 2 
(BDC, FP). By July 23, only 4 nests were found at 
another Bank Swallow colony at an ocean beach near 
Jenner (RS). A Pifion Jay was observed in company 
with Clark’s Nutcrackers on Mt. Dana in eastern 
Yosemite National Park, July 6 (RS). At least 2 
Mountain Chickadees were located among Sugar 
Pines in the Santa Lucia Mountains about 70 miles 
south of Carmel on June 5 (VLY), agreeing with 
information in Grinnell and Miller, ‘The Distribution 
of the Birds of California” for a small resident popu- 
lation of Parus gambeli baileyae. A Dipper that 
carried insect food into a culvert on June 10 indicated 
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an interesting probable nest location near Yreka 
(MSC). 

Waxwings, Vireos, Orioles, Cowbirds—A Cedar 
Waxwing on July 24 at El Cerrito, near Berkeley, is 
certainly unusually out-of-season (ALC). Starlings evi- 
dently nested in the Sacramento area, as a pair was 
noted flying in and out of an old woodpecker hole 
near Elkhorn Ferry on April 23 (GMcC); while on 
May 7 and 14, 3 Starlings were observed carrying food 
along the Sacramento River, although no nest site was 
found (GMcC, EAA). A Red-eyed Vireo was observed 
among the cottonwoods 1 mile south of Sierraville in 
July (Warren Hall, fide RS). Warbling Vireos recov- 
ered their usual population density, apparently, for 
their nests were found in normal numbers near Sattley, 
as usual there, on the terminal branches of the Lodge- 
pole Pines from 15 to 30 feet above ground (BCS). 
Some reporters felt that Bullock's Orioles stayed later 
than usual and were successful with up to 3 broods. 
A male Scott’s Oriole was watched near the city 
limits of Sonora, Tuolumne Co., at the end of May, 
for a surprising appearance on the Sierra western 
slope (JH). Interest in Brown-headed Cowbirds was 
high this season, because of the sighting of many 
young and with a variety of hosts. In Oakland, for 
instance, 8 young were seen at a single feeder (JWK); 
the species was present as far north as above Yreka 
at least until July 6 (MSC); and one of the more 
interesting host species noted was Traill’s Flycatcher 
at Tahoe City (GMcC). 

Fringillids—Black-headed Grosbeaks were consid- 
ered very successful as breeders, with this season being 
the best in 4 years at Lafayette, Contra Costa Co. 
(LF). Evening Grosbeaks also were judged more 
plentiful in the Sierra than in other recent years 
(GMcC). Gray-crowned Rosy Finches were numerous 
on Mt. Dana on July 6; while on nearby Echo Peak, 
the next day, many nestlings were seen (RS). About 
30 Rosy Finches also were noted on Squaw Peak, 
Placer Co., on July 3, but by the end of the month 
there were none, probably because of blasting activities 
for a radar station nearby (GMcC). At least 100 Red 
Crossbills were concentrated around some Douglas 
Firs on Mt. Tamalpais, Marin Co., on July 10, as 
they foraged on the ground and in the trees on this 
year's cones (MM); while on later July dates, smaller 
flocks were seen in the same vicinity (RS, MM). Later 
in July, also, another 100 or so Red Crossbills were 
noted at Boca Reservoir, where the cone crop looked 
good (GMcC). At the Sugar Bowl, Placer Co., a 
Brown Towhee was carefully checked against imma- 
tures of the Green-tailed Towhees and Fox Sparrows 
in a chaparral area, July 16 and 17, for this is quite 
high and far east for the species (RS). Grasshopper 
Sparrows were discovered to be more widespread than 
believed along San Pablo Ridge when found at several 
places southward as far as an area just east of Tilden 
Regional Park, where on June 4, 2 were observed 
singing (MM). Brewer's Sparrows were found in 
some low brush resembling Sage at 9000 ft. eleva- 
tion on Squaw Peak, July 3, and on July 31 were 
noted carrying food to young, although the nest could 
not be located (GMcC). An adult Black-chinned Spar- 
row feeding a full-sized immature on July 15 indi- 
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cates nesting success, even though the few pairs pres at 
were very difficult to see all summer; they were | st 
located by song (EAP). 

Contributors —(EAA) Earl A. Albertson; (MS: ) 
Margaret S. Chandlee; (ALC) Dr. A. Lawrence ( 
(BDC) Betsey D. Cutler; (LF) Lynn Farrar; (FEi!) 
Florence E. Haas; (JH) Jessie Hooper; (JW) 
Junea W. Kelly; (GPL) George P. Lamont; (M\j) 
Marie Mans; (GMcC) R. Guy McCaskie: (BN) Kea 
trie Nielsen; (LP) Leonard Penhale; (FP) Florenc. 
Plymell; (EAP) Eleanor A. Pugh; (BCS) Beth < 
Snyder; (RS) Richard Stallcup; (FHW) Francis H 
Wiget; (VLY) Vernal L. Yadon—Betsry D 
CUTLER, 2128 Great Highway, San Francisco 16, 
Calif. and ELEANOR A. PuGH, Mount Diablo Stat 
Park, P.O. Box 258, Diablo, Calif. 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.— The 
continued drought of the winter of 1959-60 precluded 
a disastrous dry summer in 1960. This prediction was 
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borne out during a summer season marked by holo- 
caustal fires in the tinder-dry chaparral of the southern 
California ranges and in the Ponderosa Pine belt of 
the higher southern mountains and the Sierra Nevada 
Happily these fires struck well after the peak of the 
nesting season (which commences in southern Califor- 
nia even as early as January for some species). No 
precipitation was recorded after mid-May and except 
for a series of late summer thunderstorms over the 
eastern deserts and the higher portions of the San 
Bernardinos, the weather held fair and hot as it was 
dominated by the usual summer high pressure area 
over the Great Basin and deserts to the east. Santa 
Ana conditions prevailed during much of June and 
July when hot, dry desert winds swept through the 
passes to the north and east and paved the way for 
the disastrous fires of July. Temperatures during June 
were about normal but July brought a heat wave, 
which sent temperatures soaring (with a high of 
112° F. reached at Reseda in the San Fernando Valley 
during mid-July) even in coastal areas. The largest 
fire of the season consumed more than 120,000 acres 
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of brush on the south slopes of the San Gabriel Moun- 
is in late July, and smaller fires sprang up through- 
similar areas just about as quickly as others were 
itrolled. The thunderstorms of mid- and late August 
led further to the danger as more than 2000 fires 
ot various sizes were attributed to lightning. Some 
clief from the hot dry weather came in late August, 
vhen storms off the Baja California coast brought 
iigher humidity and lower temperatures to the coastal 
rtions of the Region. The nesting season was about 
mal with a few interesting developments. 

Loons, Grebes, Pelicans, Pelagic Birds.—Very few 
loons were noted in coastal waters during the summer 
months, and Western Grebes likewise were scarce 
with but a few individuals reported. Small numbers 
of Eared Grebes remained on the Salton Sea through- 
out the summer. Nesting of Pied-billed Grebes was 
somewhat better than last year. As expected, Brown 
Pelicans were rare immediately near the coast during 
the summer months, but their nesting colonies on the 
offshore islands were well-populated. Twenty-one 
White Pelicans were noted on Morro Bay, July 13 
(J. Kittredge) but they appeared not to have estab- 
lished a nesting colony anywhere in the Region again 
this year. During a five-day circuit of the channel 
islands (Santa Catalina, Santa Barbara, Santa Rosa, 
and Santa Cruz), Aug. 20-24, G. Shumway Suffel had 
an excellent opportunity to census the summering 
pelagic species in these waters. He reported a maxi- 
mum of only about 20 Sooty Shearwaters, 4 Pink- 
footed Shearwaters, and a fine concentration of more 
than 200 Manx Shearwaters. The latter species was 
seen in such numbers near Santa Barbara, Aug. 23. 
He reported at most seeing about 20 Black Petrels, 
but Ashy Petrels were “common” (as about 50 were 
seen within 20 miles of Santa Cruz Island and be- 
tween Santa Barbara Island and Santa Rosa Island). 

Herons, Egrets, lbises.—The large rookery of Snowy 
Egrets with lesser numbers of Black-crowned Night 
Herons at the mouth of the Alamo River at the south 
end of the Salton Sea had a successful season. The 
large rookery (numbering about 100 pairs) of White- 
faced Ibis near there likewise met with success as a 
large number of young were brought to flying stage. 
A small number (about 60) of Wood Ibis again 
summered in the Imperial Valley, and this group was 
seen near the mouth of the Alamo River on July 5 
(E. A. Albertson). 

Waterfowl.—What were probably early migrant 
Pintails increased from 27 on Aug. 20 to more than 
70 on Aug. 27 at Goleta (JK). Fulvous Tree Ducks 
were much reduced in numbers on Ramer Lake in the 
Imperial Valley and they had a poor nesting season. 
This species is approaching the critical status in Cali- 
fornia, owing primarily to depletion of nesting habitat. 
The only summering scoters reported were a few 
single individuals along the coast near Malibu (Ep.) 
and two very small flocks near Santa Rosa Island, Aug. 
22 (GSS) - 

Kites and Hawks.—Nesting of the White-tailed 
Kites was not as successful as hoped and a number 
f nests under close observation were abandoned be- 
re young could be raised. In all cases this was due 
to harassment by crows. Only one Bald Eagle was 
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found by Suffel in his circuit of the Channel Islands, 
and that one on Santa Barbara Island. An Osprey that 
was probably a migrant flew south over Mount Wilson 
on Aug. 23 (Leo Best). 

Shorebirds.—Usual numbers of non-breeding sum- 
mer shorebirds were present at suitable locations, and 
southbound migrants began appearing in early 
August. What must have been non-breeding Black 
Turnstones were present at Goleta, July 30 (4) (JK); 
Malibu Lagoon, Aug. 7 (8) (Eb.): Santa Resa Island, 
Aug. 22 (20+) and Santa Cruz Island, Aug. 23 (4) 
(GSS). A single Wandering Tattler was at Goleta, 
July 28—-Aug. 6 (JK); and during Aug. 20-24, 2 were 
at Santa Catalina Island, 4 were at Santa Rosa Island, 
and 6 were at Santa Cruz Island (GSS). Three Pec- 
toral Sandpipers were at Goleta, Aug. 13 (JK). Am 
Avocets and Black-necked Stilts had a successful nest- 
ing season at San Diego Bay, south end of the Salton 
Sea, and for the latter species, at Bolsa Chica. More 
than 2500 Northern Phalaropes had gathered on the 
salt-evaporating ponds of Upper Newport Bay by 
the first week of August, but only about a dozen 
Wilson's Phalaropes were with them. Several thousand 
Red Phalaropes were seen in the waters near the east 
end of Santa Cruz Island, Aug. 23 (GSS). 

Jaegers, Gulls, Terns, Alcids.—Jaegers began ap- 
pearing off our coast in mid-August, but only in very 
small numbers. Small numbers of Bonaparte’s Gulls 
were present coastwise throughout the summer, and ar 
extra-seasonal Glaucous-winged Gull was seen cff Seal 
Beach, Aug. 24 (GSS). The Elegant Terns appar- 
ently nested for the second year at the Salt Works 
near South San Diego Bay; eggs and young were 
found, but no report was received of the success of 
the nesting effort. During the 1959 season it will be 
recalled, no young were reared because of destruction 
of the nests. The northward flight of Elegant Terns 
was somewhat later and lighter than last year. The 
first birds were noted at Malibu Lagoon, Aug 8 (Eb.) 
but only 4 were present. On that date about 50 were 
counted at Point Mugu marshes and more than 200 at 
the mouth of the Santa Clara River, Ventura Co 
Especially interesting was the second successive suc- 
cessful nesting of the Royal Terns in California. Some 
30+ nests were found at the Salt Works near South 
San Diego Bay during late May and by the second 
week of June many young Royal Terns were flying 
with the adults. The Elegant Terns there had eggs in 
the nest during late May. Caspian and Least Terns at 
this excellent colony also had a very successful nesting 
More than 30 pairs of Pigeon Guillemots were found 
nesting in a sea cave at Santa Cruz Island during early 
August (Don Bleitz) and a few Tufted Puffins were 
seen off Santa Rosa Island as well. Small numbers of 
Pigeon Guillemots nested on the coastal sea-cliffs near 
Morro Bay (Alma Stultz), but only 1 was found near 
Santa Barbara Island, Aug. 21 (GSS). A single Tufted 
Puffin was also near Santa Barbara Island, Aug. 22. 
and small numbers certainly must still nest on these 
outer Channel Islands. They were reperted as having 
nested recently on Prince Island off Santa Rosa Island 
by Bleitz. Two Xantus’ Murrelets were also found by 
Suffel off Santa Cruz Island, Aug. 23. 


Swifts, Hummingbirds, Woodpeckers.—Who can 
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explain the roosting of Vaux's Swifts in some of the 
tall buildings of downtown San Diego during the 
summer? They were reported by John Bishop and 
others during May and June, but no nests were found. 
Migrant southbound Rufous and Allen's Humming- 
birds began to appear in lowlands during late July, 
but the mountain meadows usually frequented by the 
migrant Rufous during the summer were largely 
flowerless. Nesting of White-headed Woodpeckers, 
Red-shafted Flickers, Yellow-bellied (Red-breasted ) 
Sapsuckers, and Acorn Woodpeckers was reported as 
good, but Williamson’s Sapsuckers were difficult to 
find. 

Flycatchers, Swallows.—For the most part, nesting 
success of landbirds was about as can be expected 
during a dry summer. Few second broods were re- 
ported and water was hard to find in the mountain 
areas. Two Ash-throated Flycatchers were found on a 
bleak, treeless islet of the Santa Barbara Islands, Aug. 
21 (GSS). Dr. Leon L. Gardner of San Diego who 
has been following the progress of Vermilion Fly- 
catchers at the San Diego Naval Hospital very closely 
for the past three years reported that as of June 1 
this year 24 young Vermilions had been reared suc- 
cessfully in his study area. At this writing two nests 
were still under observation. Although various pairs 
of Vermilion Flycatchers had been displaced by urban 
development in San Diego, this bird still continues to 
maintain a foothold there on the Pacific coast. Purple 
Martins again successfully nested at Irvine Park and 





near Charlton Flats in the San Gabriel Mountz aos, 

Jays, Thrushes—aA small flock of Pifion Jays re. 
mained throughout the summer near Big Bear Cit, in 
the San Bernardino Mountains. No increase was 
found in the number of nesting Robins within the 
city of Los Angeles although a steady but siow 
increase in their numbers has been noted in the past. 

Starlings, Waxwings.—More Starlings than ever 
were noted in the Region during the nesting period 
and more than a dozen nest sites were located close 
to Los Angeles. For the first time they were actually 
recorded within sight of the Pacific Ocean as 4 adults 
with 2 juveniles were seen at Marineland of the 
Pacific on the Palos Verdes peninsula, June 10 
(Howard L. Cogswell). Small flocks of Cedar Wax- 
wings lingered very late into the nesting season, and 
the latest yet reported was a group of 20+ in Pasa- 
dena, June 4 (GSS). 

Warblers, Tanagers.—Small flocks of migrant war- 
blers were reported from the San Gabriel Mountains 
during mid-August and no nests of the singing Mac- 
Gillivray’s and Nashville Warblers were located in the 
San Bernardino Mountains near Mill Creek Canyon. 
Males of these species were reported by John Good- 
man as singing in late May, but these birds are not 
known to nest this far south. Small groups of Western 
Tanagers began appearing in the lowlands in late 
August near Santa Barbara—ARNOLD SMALL, 3028 
Cavendish Crive, Los Angeles 64, Calif. 
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HELP IS NEEDED 


The Research Department of the National Audubon Society is making an 
intensive effort to determine accurately the number of active Bald Eagle nests in 
Florida. If you live in Florida or plan to visit that state during the winter of 1960- 
1961, YOU can be of great help. Be alert to the presence of eagle nests. Reports of 
nests with information on location and possible presence of eggs or young may be 
sent to the address given below. Hurricane Donna has destroyed a great many nests 
and information on remaining or new nests is needed badly. Location of nests will 


be kept confidential and will not be published in detail. Any information will be 


Alexander Sprunt IV 
Research Biologist 
Box 231 

Tavernier, Fla. 
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HUMMINGBIRDS 








by 
Crawford H. Greenewalt 


A Portrait Gallery Plucked from the Air 


70 astonishingly true-to-life, ultra high 
speed, color photographs of dozens of 


hummingbirds in actual life size. 





To assemble his unprecedented portrait gallery, Mr. Greenewalt 
traveled more than 100,000 miles through Arizona, Colorado and 
California, deep into the Brazilian jungles, up through the moun- 


tains of Ecuador, into Venezuela, Cuba, Jamaica and Panama. 


Pre-Christmas price .............. $19.50 
Post-Christmas price .............. 22.50 
Heirloom Edition ................ $50.00 


(luxurious calfskin, beautifully boxed ) 


(postage and handling $.25) 


ORDER NOW from: 


Service Department 
National Audubon Society 
1130 Fifth Avenue 
New York 28, N. Y. 








Christmas Bird Count Dates 


Wednesday, December 21, 1960 to 
Monday, January 2, 1961 


(deadline for copy—January -15) 


Christmas Bird Count forms are being mailed out to all compilers 
of 1958 and 1959 counts. If you are not a compiler this year and 
receive a blank, please pass it along to your successor! If any 
compiler does not receive a count form by one month prior to 
the week of the count or plans to institute a new count, kindly 
request one from: 

Miss Elizabeth S. Manning 


1130 Fifth Avenue 
New York 28, N. Y. 

















